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BY CHANDA RICHARDSON
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JEFFERSON — The Ashe Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners met in 
regular session on Monday, July 
19 in the third floor courtroom of 
the Ashe County Courthouse.

Those in attendance were Vice 
Chair William Sands, Chuck 
Olive, Jerry Powers and Jonathan 
Jordan. Chair Todd McNeill was 
unable to attend due to previous 
time conflicts, therefore Vice 
Chair Sands led the meeting.

The meeting began with DSS 
Director Tracie Downer pre-
senting a monthly departmental 
update, requesting approval for 
the Energy Programs Outreach 
plan as well as the reinstatement 
of an employee’s sick leave.

For the plan, approximately 
$100,000 is provided through 
federal funds and Downer stated 
that no county money will go 
towards the program. It was then 
approved by the commissioners.

Downer said that the number 
of foster children and wards are 
approximately the same which 
they continue to serve to lower the 
numbers. She also requested 67.6 
hours of sick leave for a returning 
employee. The time was approved 
by the board.

Tax Administrator Chris Lam-
bert then provided a monthly tax 
report to the board and stated 
that bills have been coming in 
since the beginning of July.

“We’ve had three thousand 
transactions and have collected 
over $2 million,” said Lambert.

County Manager Adam Stumb 
then presented the financing 
authorization resolution which 
will be the first step in funding for 

BOC: Public 
hearing for new 

middle school will 
be held Aug. 2

BY ANDREW COLE 
andrew.cole@ashepostandtimes.com

JEFFERSON — Fun, sun and the tradi-
tional music of Appalachia were the name 
of the game on July 24, during the Ashe 
County Arts Council’s Fiddler’s Fest. The 
family friendly, all-day event was created 
by arts council to provide an outlet for local 
musicians following a year of hindered live 
performances due to COVID-19.

“Our purpose of doing it, was to help 

local bands and musicians get back to live 
performances,” said Rebecca Williams 
executive directors of the Ashe County Arts 
Council. “We wanted to support the local 
music community by having a event where 
they could play.”

The Fiddle Fest — which was held in lieu 
of the annual Bluegrass and Old-time Fid-
dler’s Convention this year — was held at 
the Ashe County Park and saw performanc-
es from eight regional acts, such as the 
Cabin Creek Boys, Bryon Osborne and the 

Ashe Mountain Boys, Martha Spencer and 
Larry Sigmon and an outstanding opening 
performance by the Junior Appalachian 
Musicians Program’s (JAM) master band, 
the Ashe Mountain Ramblers.

“I’m very proud of them, they’ve come a 
long way. They have, in a lot of ways have 
started to surpass their teachers,” said 
Chris Testerman, a longtime instructor of 
the JAM Program. “It’s a good opportunity 
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Byron Osborne and the Ashe Mountain Boys perform at the Ashe County Arts Council’s Fiddlers Festival on Saturday.
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BY CHANDA RICHARDSON
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LANSING — The Ashe 
County Democratic Party, 
along with members, 
local residents and special 
guests, filled the seats of 
the barn at the Lansing 
Creeper Trail Park on 
Friday, July 23, in celebra-
tion of former President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

This annual dinner put 
on by the party has become 
a staple in Ashe County, 
around 71 people attending 
this year alone. It consists 
of a catered dinner, this 
year from Kristin’s Hook’d 
on Smoke, speeches from 
the party president and 

special guests and an 
all-around social for the 
party’s members.

To begin the dinner, 
party president Ralph Sor-
rell opened up with a few 
words on FDR.

“At the height of the 
great depression, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was elected 
president and implement-
ed the new deal which 
included social security, 
bank deposit insurance, 
established ledger laws 
such as minimum wage 
and an average 44 hour 
work week. There is so 
much more he has done as 
president and I could go on 
for hours and still not cov-
er everything. Roosevelt 

recognized that everyone 
had skills and talents that 
contribute to a vibrant 
society and need to be em-
ployed.” said Sorrell.

“Here we are, 2021, still 
dealing with a worldwide 
pandemic that has seen 
the biggest help in eco-
nomic setback the world 
has seen since the great 
depression. Now with our 
new president, we’re back 
to doing things to help 
average Americans get 
back to work and thrive. 
FDR would be proud, after 
all his second bill of rights 
included the right to earn 
enough to provide ade-

Rendezvous with destiny: Franklin D. Roosevelt celebrated in annual dinner
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BY MAKAELAH WALTERS
WEST JEFFERSON — Gary 

Poe, host of WKSK’s famed Ole 
Time and Bluegrass Music Show, 
historian and beloved member 
of the Ashe County community, 
died Wednesday, July 21, in West 
Jefferson.

Though most know Poe 
through his passion for mountain 
music, many recall Poe’s time as 
an educator in the Ashe County 
Public School System.

Poe began teaching chemistry 
at Beaver Creek High School 
and moved on to teach science 

at Ashe Central High School. 
Following his retirement in 1995, 
he pursued a career in radio, 
devoting all of his time to the 
research and perpetuation of old-
time string music, bluegrass and 
traditional shape-note singing.

Poe hosted the Ole Time and 
Bluegrass Music Show on Satur-
day mornings, which aired “just a 
little after 11,” he always said.

“Radio perfectly coincided with 
Poe’s huge love for music and 
teaching,” Marty Norris said.

Marty “IT” Norris was a pro-
ducer on Poe’s show from its 
first day on air in 1998. Sitting 
across the control board from 
Norris, Poe relied on a team of 
WKSK producers to play the 
songs, while he gave insight into 
the history and origins of artists 

from Wayne Henderson to Herb 
Key.

“He was a walking encyclo-
pedia of bluegrass and old time 
music,” Norris said.

Norris accompanied Poe to all 
of his live events from shows at 
the Ashe County Civic Center 
with local bands, such as Rock 
Bottom Bluegrass band to the 
fiddler’s convention in Galax, 
Virginia. Poe’s natural ability to 
build rapport with artists from 
was a testament to his friendly 
character. “He put a lot of those 
guys on the map,” Norris said.

In its earliest days, Poe’s radio 
show drew from his extensive 
personal collection of old time 
string and bluegrass music.

“My goodness, what a library 
he had,” Norris said. During 

the years, Poe contributed more 
than 5,000 musical selections to 
WKSK.

A true historian of the area and 
its ties to old-time music, Poe 
could tell anyone anything they 
wanted to know about mountain 
music, earning him an interna-
tional audience.

“Gary didn’t just have these 
guys on as guests, they were 
friends with Gary and the way 
they worked together on stage; 
they could make everything 
flow,” Norris said. “You could sit 
and listen to it all day long.” Poe 
had listeners tuning in as far as 
Germany, according to Norris.

Poe’s colleagues at WKSK, 
West Jefferson’s local radio 

Remembering Gary Poe
County loses historic 
host and entertainer
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Gary Poe was the longtime pro-

ducer and host of the Ole Time And 

Bluegrass Music Show on Saturday 

(just a little after 11) and Monday 

Night Bluegrass.
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Delmus Parker accepts his FDR award from Ralph Sorrell.
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Fiddler feast

Ashe County Arts Council holds day of traditional music in Ashe County Park
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