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BY BAILEY LITTLE

bailey.little@ashepostandtimes.com

JEFFERSON — The 

Ashe County Board of 

Education held an emer-

gency meeting on Jan. 14 

at 4:30 p.m. at the admin-

istrative offices annex of 
Ashe County Schools. At 

the meeting, the board 

voted unanimously for 

the school system to 

continue with remote 

learning until Feb. 1.

Physically present at 

the meeting were Super-

intendent Dr. Eisa Cox, 
Chair Joshua Roten, Vice 

Chair Dianne Eldreth, 

Board of Education holds 
emergency meeting; ACS to 
operate remotely until Feb. 1

BY MOSS BRENNAN

RALEIGH — Two days after the 

Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention expanded COVID-19 
vaccine guidelines to include 65 

year olds and older, North Carolina 

is doing the same.

Secretary of the North Carolina 

Department of Health and Human 

Services Mandy Cohen announced 

Jan. 14 that the agency is expanding 

its vaccination guidelines to include 

those 65 and older in the current 

phase.

“Starting today, to align with the 

new federal priorities and to facili-

tate speed of vaccinations, vaccine 

providers that are ready to, can 

expand to now vaccinate all health 
care workers, and anyone who is 65 

years and older,” Cohen said.

Cohen said North Carolina is re-

ceiving about 120,000 doses of the 

vaccine every week.

According to the Census Bureau, 

24.7 percent of Ashe County’s pop-

ulation is made up of people 65 and 

older. 

Cohen said the next people to get 
a vaccine will be frontline essential 

workers followed by adults with 

high risk of exposure and increased 
risk of serious illness.

North Carolina to offer vaccines to 65 year 
old and older aligning with fed guidelines 

BY CHANDA RICHARDSON

chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

ASHE COUNTY — The 

Ashe County Arts Council 

held a virtual commemora-

tion on Jan. 18 for Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day. Usu-

ally held in person, the Arts 

Council streamed live on 

Zoom and Facebook.

Executive Director Jeff 
Fissell and program director 

Rebecca Williams construct-

ed this virtual event around 

a few speakers and one very 

special storyteller. 

The livestream began with 

a prayer followed by Olivia 

Glover of Ashe County High 

School reciting Dr. King’s 

last testament. Matthew 

Thomas-Reid then read 

former President Barack 

Obama’s speech on the late 

John Lewis who died in July 

2020. These openings were 

moving to those watching 

from home as it incited a 

sort of nostalgia as they 

remembered those who have 

passed, all leaving a great 

impact on the social issues of 

America.

Storyteller Donna Wash-

ington was the night’s spe-

cial guest and she shared her 

story “Chairs in the Trees,” 

which is a take on her 

experiences during Obama’s 
second election.

Washington begins with 

recalling the happenings 

of lynching chairs in trees 

after Actor Clint Eastwood 

spoke to a chair directly as if 

he were speaking to former 

President Obama. She states 

that she was in a community 

in southern North Carolina 

during the election season, 

where a few of these chair 

Martin Luther King Jr. celebration sparked inspiration among the Ashe Arts Council
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Jeff Fissell and Donna Washington discuss her storytelling career and her views on the social injustices of the world during a virtual MLK 

Day event Jan. 18. 

PHOTO BY THE ASHE COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

The Ashe County Arts Council creates a logo and celebration for 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.
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ASHE COUNTY — As 

of Tuesday, Jan. 19, 
there were 85 active 

cases in Ashe according 

to AppHealthCare, with 

a further 250 individ-

uals being monitored 

and a cumulative case 

count of 1,759. There has 
been 40 deaths linked 

to COVID-19 in Ashe 
County according to 

AppHealthCare.

Outside of Ashe, 

AppHealthCare has 

reported 150 active cases 

and 27 deaths in Watau-

ga County and 24 active 

cases and four deaths 

in Alleghany County. 

Across the state, there 

have been 8,139 deaths, 
according to the North 

Carolina Department 

of Health and Human 

Services on Jan. 19.
North Carolina had 

684,497 total confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 as of 
noon on Tuesday, Jan. 

19, according to the 
North Carolina Depart-

ment of Health and 

Human Services. This is 

more than 48,000 more 

cases than the same time 

a week earlier.

Ashe sees 104 new cumulative 
cases of COVID-19 in week, 
AppHealthCare in Phase 2 of 

vaccine distribution
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