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LANSING — Despite cloudy 
skies and scattered rainfall, 
crowds gathered in Lansing’s 
Creeper Trail Park on Sept. 
18, for an afternoon of fun and 
philanthropy at the annual St. 
Jude’s Family Fun Day. The 
event is held each year in honor 
of Ashe local Meagan Price, and 
raises thousands for childhood 
cancer research.

Present at the event were 
friends and family of Price,, as 
well as a legion of community 
minded volunteers who came 
together to make the festivities 
possible and do their part in the 
fight against childhood cancer.

“This was inspired by a dear 
friend of mine and many mem-
bers on our committee; her name 
was Meagan Price and she passed 
away from childhood cancer in 
2016,” said Abby Sullivan, event 
volunteer and friend of Price’s. 
“This is our effort to try to give 
back to those children and fam-
ilies who are suffering the same 
thing that Meagan was suffering.”

The event featured a variety 
of craft vendors and events 
throughout the day, including 
live music, pumpkin painting, a 
silent auction, a duck race, corn-
hole tournament and dunking 
booth.

“It’s been absolutely amazing. 
I was very excited to see the 
Lansing park, which is a pretty 

big park, absolutely filled up with 
craft vendors, horseback rides, 
different booths with things 
going on, inflatables and all kinds 
of stuff,” Sullivan said regarding 
this year’s event. “It’s going very 
well so far.”

As of 1 p.m. on Saturday the 
event had already yielded around 

$17,000 of it’s $50,000 goal. The 
following day (Sept. 19) it was an-
nounced on the event’s Facebook 
page that this year’s Family Fun 
Day has raised $41,000 for the 
St. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital.

The outpouring of community 
support gave peace to many of 

the event’s participants, some 
of which had made the journey 
from out of state to attend the 
day of charity.

“I got here at midnight last 
night, “ said J.T. Price, a friend 
of Meagan’s who made the drive 

St. Jude’s Family Fun Day draws crowd to Lansing, 
raises money for childhood cancer research

PHOTO BY ANDREW COLE 

Sam Blevins of the Happy Trails Cowboy Church of Ashe takes Maverick on a horseback ride around Lansing’s Creeper Trail Park on Sept. 18, part of the annual St. 

Jude Family Fun Day. See more photos on pages 4A-5A.
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Family Fun Day participant, Tuner, concentrates on her pumpkin artwork on Sept. 18.
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HIGH COUNTRY — Peak week for fall 
colors is just on the horizon for the High 
Country. As tourists and residents alike 
wait for the bright fall colors to arrive in 
the mountains, Appalachian State Uni-
versity professor and renowned fall foli-
age tracker Dr. Howard Neufeld predicts 
that mid-October will be the best time to 
view the colors.

“Mid-October, from the 10th to the 
20th, would be (peak colors) for 3,000 
to 4,000 feet in elevation,” Neufeld 
said, the elevation at which most of the 
High Country sits. He said that when 
creating a map projecting the peaks for 
fall foliage, he utilizes both elevation 
and temperature as indicators for when 
leaves are going to start turning.

The southeast has the longest fall color 
season out of anywhere in the country 
making it the best place to look for fall 

foliage, Neufeld said. The leaves start 
changing their fall colors starting from 
the highest elevations and move down-
ward throughout the season, reaching 
areas like the coast much later than the 
High Country.

Even if leaf-peepers miss the peak of 
color in the High Country, he said they 
can still go to overlooks and look down 
500 to 1,000 or more feet and see foliage 
changing colors beneath them. Over-
all, Neufeld said that travelers can see 
beautiful colors for an entire month of 
the peak season and can spread out their 
visits.

The best, brightest colors a visitor can 
see are in the morning hours, Neufeld 
said.

According to Neufeld, there are rea-
sons why some trees’ leaves change to 
yellow or orange while others change 
to red. The ones that turn yellow, and 

Fall colors on the horizon for the High Country

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY HOWARD NEUFELD

This map shows when areas around western North Carolina will reach peak colors during the fall sea-

son. The map was conceived by Howard Neufeld and Michael Denslow and constructed by Denslow.
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JEFFERSON — During the 
course of his short life, musician 
G.B. Grayson would record a 
number of old-time standards still 
popular today, tunes such as “Omie 
Wise,” “Handsome Molly” and 
“Train Forty-five,” yet many have 
never heard his name. Now, a new 
documentary created by local film 
maker Kelley St. Germain hopes to 
shed light on Grayson’s life while 
giving the old-time fiddler the cred-
it he deserves.

G.B. Grayson is believed to have 
been born in Ashe County in 1887. 
Despite being partially blind from 
a young age, he would go on to be-
come an accomplished fiddle player 
— an instrument which he played 
in his own distinctive style, low and 
against his shoulder. Along with 
guitarist Henry Whitter, Grayson 
would record a series of tunes with 
Gennett Records and later Victor 
Records, including the classic “Tom 

‘Short Life of 
Trouble’: New 
documentary 
traces life and 

legacy of musician 
G.B. Grayson
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WEST JEFFERSON — From 
vintage oil cans and cameras to 
classic stoneware and old-school 
toys, the 2021 Olde Time Antiques 
Fair had a little bit of something 
for everyone.

Sept. 17-18 marked the 10th 
year the Old Time 
Antiques Fair has 
taken to the streets 
of West Jefferson. 
This year’s event 
featured about 
40 different antique and craft 
vendors, along with tents selling 
festival favorites such as fresh 
popcorn and lemonade. Families 
had the chance to enjoy the sights 
and sounds of downtown while 
also picking up some unique items 
to take home with them. This year, 
the rows of antiquarians stretched 
down Jefferson Avenue for two 
blocks.

“I think it’s been good. We had 
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Olde Time Antiques 
Fair returns to 

downtown West 
Jefferson for the 

10th year
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FAMILY FUN DAY
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