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L
ola Brooks Sawyer Greer had 

a great cause for celebration 

on March 16 as she turned 

100 years old.

Her granddaughter, Erica Roten, 

shared some heartfelt words and 

recollections on behalf of the entire 

family to celebrate this special lady 

they call Lola and “Mamaw” as well as 

an aunt, cousin and friend.

Greer was born on March 16, 1921, 

to James Haggie Brooks and Ella Wy-

att Brooks. Her sisters were Yvonne 

Brooks Francis, Carrie Lea Brooks El-

liott and Clarice Brooks Eller. She has 

one living loving brother, J.H. Brooks 

of Warrensville.

The first thing Roten shared about 
her grandmother was her love for her 

family. Greer married Frank Sawyer 

on Aug. 24, 1939, and together they 

had three sons, Arvil, Alan and Steve. 

They resided in Warrensville for 40 

years until Sawyer passed away.

She then married Howard Greer on 

Jan. 20, 1985, and they were married 

for 30 years until his passing. She has 

9 grandchildren, 14 great-grandchil-

dren and 15 great-great grandchildren.

When asked about the hardest thing 

she has endured in her 100 years of 

living, she said it has been outliving 

her family. She has lost her parents, 

her sisters, her three sons and her first 
granddaughter, Rhonda, in addition 

to many family members and friends 

during her lifetime.

Outliving her children has been the 

hardest thing that she has said that 

she has been through, but she trusts 

in the Lord and his plan and looks 

forward to seeing them all again in 

Heaven.

Roten describes her as an inspira-

tion to all her family, and they all love 

her very much.

After she lost her sons, her daugh-

ter-in-laws Madge, Edna and Wanda 

have remained present in her life and 

help her with anything she needs. She 

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Pictured is Lola Greer, who was all smiles while celebrating her 98th birthday.

SEE 100 ON PAGE 3
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JEFFERSON — The Ashe County 

Board of Education conducted a work 

session on Monday, March 15, at the 

administrative offices annex of Ashe 
County Schools.

Physically present during the meet-

ing were Superintendent Dr. Eisa 

Cox, Finance Officer Amanda Cold-

iron, board member Dr. Kimberly 

Simmons, Vice Chair Dianne Eldreth, 

Chair Joshua Roten, board member 

Polly Jones and board member Keith 

McClure.

Action items during the meeting 

included the construction manager 

at risk, budget requests, a strategic 

planning steering committee and 

the return to Plan A for students in 

grades six-12.

On March 11, Gov. Roy Cooper 

signed Senate Bill 220: The Reopen 

Our Schools Act of 2021, into law.

This compromise agreement re-

quires all elementary school students 

to operate under Plan A. Under the 

bill, middle and high schools would 

have the option to operate under Plan 

A or Plan B.

BOE votes for grades six-12 to return 
under Plan A on March 29
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WEST JEFFERSON 

— The Ashe County 

Chamber of Commerce 

announced the 2021 

Small Business of the 

Year award winner, which 

went to Libby’s, on Mon-

day, March 15.

Libby Cockerham said 

she and her staff felt very 
blessed and honored to 

receive the award after 

being in business for 19 

years.

According to chamber 

executive director Kitty 
Honeycutt there were 

several strong nomina-

tions for the award this 

year.

Honeycutt said the 

award was well-deserved 

by Cockerham and her 

staff, noting that they 
were very inventive and 

involved in keeping their 

clientele engaged during 

the pandemic.

“The feedback from the 

public and her custom-

ers is just all so positive, 

everybody is thrilled 

for Libby and her staff,” 
Honeycutt said.

Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic an in-person 

ceremony was not held. 

The presentation of the 

award by chair of the 

Member Services Com-

mittee to Cockerham was 

recorded and is available 

for the community to 

view online.

To access the video, 

visit the Chamber’s 

Facebook page @Ashe 

Chamber. 

The video featured an 

introduction by board 

chair Andy Guion, who 

thanked Jefferson Land-

ing for allowing them to 

use their facilities and 

Germain Media for film-

ing the presentation.

“This award is a top 

honor for a business 

in Ashe County, and 

this year’s winner is so 

well-deserving,” said 

board chair Andy Guion.

The 2021 Small Busi-

ness of the Year award 

was sponsored by Blue 

Ridge Energy, who has 

been the longest standing 

sponsor of the Chamber’s 

SBOY celebration.

Blue Ridge Energy has 

supported and partnered 

with the Ashe County 

Chamber of Commerce 

since 1965.

“Being the sponsor 

of this event is always a 

proud moment for Blue 

Ridge Energy,” said Blue 

Ridge Energy District 

Manager Tasha Roun-

tree. “We are honored 

to recognize the annual 

Small Business of the 

Year award recipient and 

celebrate their success.”

The SBOY award is 

presented to a business 

Libby’s wins 2021 
Small Business 

of the Year
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CENTENNIAL
Lola Greer celebrates 

100th Birthday


