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WEST JEFFERSON — A woman from 

Jefferson who was struck by a vehicle on 

U.S. 221 at about 12:30 p.m. Thursday, 

Nov. 14, has died, according to the West 

Jefferson Police Department.

Kelly McNeil, 48, of Jefferson, was 

jogging along U.S. 221 on the shoulder of 

the northbound lane toward the inter-

section of U.S. 221 and N.C. 163. Velma 

Sparks, 56, of Piney Creek, driving a 

2007 Toyota, was traveling northbound 

on U.S. 221 toward Lowe’s Drive. The 

vehicle failed to maintain lane control 

and struck McNeil, according to Captain 

Josh Hodges of West Jefferson Police 

Department.

McNeil was initially taken to Ashe Me-

morial Hospital by Ashe Medics before 

being transported to Johnson City Medi-

cal Center, according to Candace Barker 

of Ashe Medics. McNeil died Wednesday, 

Nov. 20, at Johnson City Medical Center.

Sparks was charged with misdemeanor 

death by vehicle Friday, Nov. 22, accord-

ing to WJPD.

WJPD: Pedestrian killed, driver charged after U.S. 221 wreck
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ASHE — After the 2019 munici-

pal elections, all eyes have turned 

to the first Monday following 
Thanksgiving as the filing period 
for the 2020 elections begins in 

North Carolina on Dec. 2.

Filing begins at 12 p.m. on 

Monday, Dec. 2, and ends at 

Election 
filing 

period to 
open Dec. 2
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A
t 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 

25, a gathering at 

the Mount Jefferson 
Presbyterian Church 

in West Jefferson took the time 
to celebrate a man who has giv-

en his heart to West Jefferson, 
and his time to public service. 

They honored Mayor Dale 

Baldwin, whose 32 total years as 

mayor or alderman has coin-

cided with the town’s growth 

and development into what it is 

today.

Baldwin’s time as elected 

official began in 1967, serving as 
a town alderman until 1977, and 

again from 1985-1989. Eight 

years later, he became mayor, 

serving until 2007, and again 

since 2011. However, there will 

not be another run for Baldwin, 

with him announcing he would 

not seek another term in July.

The celebration Nov. 25 was 

attended by many of the people 

who have worked with Baldwin 

during his time in office. Town 
aldermen, state Sen. Deanna 

Ballard (R-Blowing Rock), state 

Rep. Ray Russell (D-Boone), 

Ashe County Sheriff B. Phil 
Howell, former Sheriff Jim Hart-
ley and Ashe County commis-

sioners were just some of those 

who shared in the celebration.

West Jefferson Alderman 
John Reeves served as the 

emcee for the event, welcoming 

everyone before handing the mi-

crophone to Baldwin for him to 

specifically point out his family.
Reeves pointed out notable 

figures in the crowd before 
inviting Russell on stage to say 

a few words. Russell gave him 

a certificate honoring his time 
as a public servant. An inter-

mission was then held, giving 

guests a chance to grab some 

hors d’oeuvres and mingle.

When everyone returned 

to their seats, West Jefferson 
Town Manager Brantley Price 

read two letters to Baldwin, 

both thanking him for his long 

period of service and his role in 

the town’s development. Ballard 

then stepped to the podium, 

thanking Baldwin for the 

warmth he showed her.

Baldwin’s good friend David 

Vanhoy, funeral director for 

Badger Funeral Home, spoke 

about the long time he and 

Baldwin have been friends. He 

joked about the pair’s oppos-

ing political ideologies and the 

times they have spent together.

Finally, Baldwin stepped back 

Baldwin honored before he leaves office
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Mayor Dale Baldwin speaks at his retirement celebration.
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A collection of West Jefferson Mayor Dale Baldwin’s awards and honors.
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SEE FILING ON PAGE 4A
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ASHE COUNTY — As tem-

peratures continue to drop, 

energy bills steadily increase 

each month as residents of Ashe 

County seek refuge indoors from 

the frigid weather. A number of 

programs are available through 

the Ashe County Department 

of Social Services to assist with 

those costs.

The Crisis Intervention 

Energy assistance 
programs available 

through Ashe 
County DSS office

SEE ENERGY ON PAGE 2A


