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All hope was not lost for Fourth of 

July celebrations as the COVID-19 

pandemic continued to impact daily 

life. The county made the tough deci-

sion to cancel the traditional fireworks 

show at Ashe County park this year, 
where many gather to celebrate the 

holiday with family and friends.

Although the park was closed, the 
community was still able to enjoy the 

county fireworks elsewhere and in 
several locations around the county.

The fireworks show was moved 

from the park to 368 Ray Hill Drive 
in West Jefferson, which made for an 
ideal spot for panoramic views of the 

fireworks from parking lots in West 
Jefferson and Jefferson. The location 
where the fireworks were set off was 

Ashe County celebrates the Fourth of July
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Emery Barr, Landrey Carpenter and Hayes Carpenter enjoy a perfect view of the fireworks in West Jefferson on July 4.
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The Ashe County 

Chamber of Commerce 

announced Friday, July 3, 
that the Blue Ridge Brutal 
Bike Ride has been can-

celed for 2020.

The decision was made 

by members of the Brutal 

event committee after 

much deliberation and 

thought due to the uncer-

tainty of the COVID-19 

pandemic and the impact 

that the event would have 

on Ashe County.

The event was scheduled 

to be held Aug. 22. Spon-

sorship of the Ride was 
under the auspices of the 

Chamber of Commerce for 

the first time this year.
It began in 1989 as a 

fundraiser for the Ashe 

Civic Center and the 102-, 
72- and 56- mile ride has 
been a longtime favorite 

summer event.

“The Brutal brings cy-

clists from all across North 

Carolina and the south-

east for the bike ride and 

Blue Ridge Brutal bike 
ride canceled for 2020
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ASHE COUNTY — Ashe County’s 
active cases of COVID-19 (novel 

coronavirus) is back in the double 
digits as the state numbers continue 

to rise.

As of presstime, there are 13 
active cases in Ashe County, with a 

further 34 people being monitored.
AppHealthCare confirmed the 

first case in Ashe on April 3, and in 
the months that have followed the 

number has increased rapidly, with 
54 total now confirmed for Ashe.

The Ashe numbers include one 

death, AppHealthCare announced 
Wednesday, May 26. As of press-

time, it is the only death linked to 

COVID-19 in Ashe, Alleghany or 
Watauga counties, while six are 
currently hospitalized.

On July 7, there were 75,875 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in 

North Carolina, compared to 64,670 
cases on June 30. This includes 
1,420 dead, according to NCDHHS, 

Cox sworn in as 
superintendent of 

Ashe County Schools
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JEFFERSON — Dr. Eisa Cox was sworn in as 
the new superintendent of Ashe County Schools at 

8 a.m. on July 1.
Chairman C.B. Jones administered the oath of of-

fice to Cox while members of the Board of Education 
and her immediate family were present.

Independence Day
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State COVID-19 numbers 
double in less than one month
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