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RALEIGH — Gov. Roy 

Cooper announced Nov. 10 

that North Carolina’s indoor 

mass gathering limit will be 

lowered to 10 people in an 

effort to drive down North 

Carolina’s key COVID-19 

metrics. Executive Order 

176 went into effect on 
Friday, Nov. 13, and will 

be in place through Friday, 

Dec. 4.

“This reduction in our 

indoor gathering limit aims 

to slow the spread and bring 

down our numbers,” Cooper 

said. “It also sends a serious 

signal to families, friends 

and neighbors across our 

state. Success in slowing 

the spread will help our 

businesses.”

As the weather gets 

colder, more people will be 

gathering indoors. Science 

has shown that indoor gath-

erings increase risk of trans-

mission of COVID-19, and 

this Executive Order seeks 

to limit indoor gatherings 

that could rapidly and 

dangerously spread the 

virus, the governor’s office 
said in a press release. The 

NC lowers indoor gathering limit to 10
Govenor, health officials urge North Carolinians to use caution when planning Thanksgiving events; follow the Three Ws
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J
EFFERSON — 

Despite the rain 

on the morning of 

Nov. 11, veterans 

and their families, as well 

as community members, 

attended the county’s Vet-

eran Day Ceremony at the 

entrance of Ashe County 

Courthouse.

U.S. Congresswoman 

Virginia Foxx was present 

and expressed her gratitude 

for veterans as well as those 

currently enlisted.

“I thank you for being 

willing to serve and I ask 

you to pray hard for our 

country right now, we’re in 

a tough time,” Foxx said. 

“And I believe our free-

doms are being threatened, 

tremendously, right now. 

So we have to work very 

hard at the local, state and 

national level to do every-

thing we can to preserve 

those freedoms and every-

body can do something.”

Ashe County Public 

Library librarian Suzanne 

Moore addressed the crowd 

to share information about 

the library’s Veteran Histo-

ry Project.

Since 2018, the library’s 

Veterans History Project 

has been preserving the 

stories of their communi-

ty’s service members. The 

project has led to the pub-

lication of two volumes of 

work, with a third volume 

recently released.

It has been a commu-

nity effort composed of 
help from local veterans 

organizations, community 

members and the local high 

school JROTC has seen an 

overwhelming amount of 

success with no shortage of 

stories. ACPL staff has also 
contributed great effort into 
the project and the now 

Ashe County celebrates 
Veteran’s Day
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Veterans and members of the community gather at the entrance of Ashe County Courthouse for the annual Veteran’s Day ceremony on Nov. 11.
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ASHE COUNTY — In its weekly COVID-19 sit-

uation update on Friday, Nov. 13, AppHealthCare 

reported an increase in active cases and quarantines 

from Nov. 1-7 in Ashe County.

As of Tuesday, Nov. 17, there are 77 active cases 

in Ashe according to AppHealthCare, with a further 

184 individuals being monitored and a cumulative 

case count of 747. There has been 15 deaths linked to 

COVID-19 in Ashe County according to AppHealth-

Care.

AppHealthCare:  
Ashe trending in 
wrong direction
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ASHE COUNTY — After canvassing was held 

Friday, Nov. 13, the results of Ashe County’s votes in 

the 2020 General Elections have been finalized.
A total of 15,921 ballots were cast in Ashe, 81.46 

percent of registered voters in the county took to the 

polls, compared to 71.62 percent in 2016.

A breakdown of the unofficial election results are 
as follows:

Ashe election results  
confirmed after canvassing
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