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Argus Observer

ONTARIO — Cody Harvey, 
who is based out of the U.S. 
National Guard Armory in 
Ontario, just wrapped up basic 
training in April. His mother, 
Autumn Harvey, said it was a 
surprise to find out “only 72 hours 
later that he would be deployed to 
Kuwait this year.”

“He’s never even been to drill,” 
she said on Monday afternoon.

She had made the trip from La 
Grande to see her son off, as he 
joins 15 others from the Ontario 
armory who are being deployed to 
Kuwait.

All of them are armored crew 
members and about half of them 
are brand new soldiers who just 
graduated basic training in the 
last four to five months, according 

to 1st Lt. 
Matthew Booher. He is one of 
those being deployed and the 
acting public affairs officer for the 
Oregon portion of the deployment.

For their journey overseas, 
the 16 members from the 3rd 
Battalion of the 116th Cavalry 
Regiment will join up with 
members of the 2nd Battalion of 
that regiment out of Idaho. Booher 
says they got integrated with that 
batallion and have been training 
with them for the past several 
months.

The troops won’t be going 
overseas right away. Their first 
stop will be at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
for at least two months of training 
on tanks before heading overseas, 
according to Booher.

According to Booher, the 16 that 
are going over from the Oregon 
base include 14 men and two 
women. All of them are armored 
crew members.

He said they found out in 
February that they would be 
deployed, and it has all “been kind 
of a blur since then.”

In addition to a list of 16 that 
were to be deployed, there was 
a list of alternates “just in case.” 
Booher said they did have to 
“swap a few out,” including some 
as recently as last week.

The deployment will be for one 
year and while others have been 
deployed before, it will be the first 
time for others who are brand new 
soldiers.

“They are excited to graduate 

basic and jump right into it,” 
Booher said. “Everyone is looking 
forward to it.”

A show of love
Friends and family of soldiers 

showed up to say goodbye on 
Monday afternoon, spending 
the last few moments they could 
with their loved ones they won’t 
see in person for the next year. 
Some were inside in the dining 
area decorating poster boards 
with special messages, which they 
would eventually hold up as the 
group departed.

Among them were Angie 
and Geraldo Lopez, of Ontario. 
Their son, David Rangel, has 
been in the military for six 
years; however, this is his first 
deployment. Angie said their other 
son, Staff Sgt. Anthony Rangel, 
has been in the military since he 
graduated high school, though 
was initially in the U.S. Marine 
Corps before joining the National 
Guard. He is also stationed in 
Kuwait. The Rangel brothers both 
graduated from Ontario High 
School.

Callie Hawley and her 
daughters, Leila and Ellie, were 
also busy making signs for the 
patriarch in their family: Staff 
Sgt. James Hawley, of Boise, 
who is also based out of the 
Ontario armory. He has been in 
the military for 20 years and this 
will be his second deployment 
overseas.

Hawley said that it would 
be his first deployment for 

Leila, commenting that with 
homeschooling it would make 
it easier to connect with him 
whenever possible.

“It’s helpful — especially with 
his days ten hours ahead,” she 
said.

When they do connect it will 
likely be late at night here and 
about mid-day in Kuwait. But 
with a flexible home-schooling 
schedule, she said, there’s no 
need to worry about being too 
tired for class, as they can adjust 
the children’s school schedules 
accordingly.

Another thing Callie Hawley 
mentioned was that during his last 
deployment there weren’t as many 
technological communication 
tools as there are now.

“They can play Nintendo now 
together [online],” she said of 
Hawley and his children. “For his 
first deployment, we didn’t even 
have Facetime.”

When speaking about her son 
being a new soldier, Autumn 
Harvey was asked whether she 
was worried. Her reply was, 
“always.” However, she said one 
thing that is helpful is to have 
continued support from and 
communication with friends and 
family — especially his sisters.

Support from others is 
important for soldiers, as well. 
When it comes to that, Booher 
said there are some pretty easy 
ways to do so, including to let 
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ONTARIO — Who has an ace 
in the hole?

Knowing when to “hold ‘em” 
and knowing when to “fold ‘em” 
as Kenny Rogers reminded us in 
his classic song “The Gambler” 
is a skill that could come in 
handy when attending Texas hold 

‘em and Casino Night, a charity 
event being presented by local 
non-profit organization Project 
DOVE.

People interested are 
encouraged to register early as 
“seats are limited” according to a 
news release detailing the event 
which does require a $50 “buy 
in” to participate according to 
details posted about the event on 

the organization’s Facebook page. 
Pre-registration is encouraged for 
this event.

In order to receive “bonus 
chips” (equivalent to $1,000), 
registration must be completed by 
Aug. 10.

This charitable event is one 
that the organization has done in 
previous years.

According to the Facebook 

announcement, there are 
“unlimited re-buys until 
7:20 p.m.” and “[one] time $20 
add-on” which will be available at 
7:20 p.m.

Project DOVE is known in 
the community for providing 
services to survivors of domestic 
violence since its inception in 
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VALE — The City of 
Vale is seeing the first of 
what promises to be many 
beautification upgrade 
projects to the city’s 
downtown area.

At the most recent regularly 
scheduled meeting of the 
Vale City Council on July 26, 
one item of “new business” 

which was discussed was the 
“downtown beautification 
grant” as it was listed on the 
agenda.

An email received by Vale 
City Manager Todd Fuller on 
July 27 covers more details 
about this project and what 
the city has to pay to make it 
happen.

The project in question is 
the replacement of the main 
windows of the building at 

192 A Street E. across the 
street from the Vale City 
Hall. Total cost of the project 
is $8,322.34, of which the 
city will be responsible to 
pay for half, which equals: 
$4,161.17.

He confirmed that this 
improvement is part of the 
downtown beautification 
grant and that the work will 
be done by Coley’s Glass 
located in Ontario.
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ONTARIO — Every 
week, the Argus 
Observer runs results 
from a local bridge club 
that is an American 
Contract Bridge League. 
The ACBL is a governing 
body that sanctions more 
than 3.5 million tables of 
bridge games each year 
in North America.

The Ontario Duplicate 
Bridge club, which has 
games every Monday and 
Wednesday at the Ontario 
Elks Lodge, always 
welcomes new members, 
there are some people 
who may want to sharpen 
their skills before joining 
one of those games. The 
opportunity starts this 
week at Four Rivers 
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A Mitchell guide card in 
the center of the table has 
boards on top of it during 
the game that hold pre-
dealt hands during an 
Ontario Duplicate Bridge 
club competition in 2015. 
Those who want to learn 
to play the game of bridge 
may be interested in a 
free eight-week course 
that runs Wednesday 
afternoons at Four Rivers 
Cultural Center starting 
this week.

Beautification comes to downtown Vale

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY TODD FULLER.

This is the building located in 
downtown Vale which will be 
receiving some beautification 
soon.

Non-profit goes ‘all in’ on casino night fundraiser

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Local armored crew mobilizes for Kuwait

First responders join family and 

friends to send off 16 members

LESLIE THOMPSON PHOTOS | ARGUS OBSERVER

About an hour before departing to Kuwait for a year with 15 others from the Ontario 
National Guard Armory, Sgt. Bailey Frasch helps members of the Vale and Nyssa fire 
departments get the flag attached to the ladder to be hoisted overhead. Pictured, 
from left, are firefighter Anthony Valdivia and Captain Pete Vasquez, of Nyssa Fire 
Department, and Frasch.

Autumn Harvey, of La Grande, wipes a tear as she 
heads out to the road in front of the armory to hold 
up a sign for her son Cody Harvey, who just wrapped 
up basic training in April and is now being deployed 
to Kuwait.

Angie and Geraldo Lopez, of 
Ontario, pause for a photo 
with their son, David Rangel, 
moments before he gets on a bus 
to head to Boise for his one-year 
deployment to Kuwait.


