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June 25, 2020

House Speaker Tina Kotek
900 Court St. NE, Rm 269
Salem, OR 97301

Dear Speaker Kotek,

It is with great hope that | send this letter to you on behalf of the Ontario City Council regarding
the distribution of marijuana state revenue sharing. We know that you have been to Ontario and
have stood up for us during your time in the House of Representatives. It is our hope that you
will fight for us to correct an unanticipated consequence of Measure 91, the distribution formula
for state marijuana revenue back to local
governments, to make sure we can keep
our community thriving.
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the United States. In the chart below | have shown other Oregon communities near Ontario as
well as Ontario and Portland. As you can see from the data, with respect to crime, Ontario is more
closely aligned with Portland on the issues facing our community. A person in Ontario is just as
likely if not more likely, to be impacted by violent or property crime in Ontario as they are in
Portland. It’s no surprise that Ontario has been labelled one of Oregon’s most unsafe
communities in several studies over the last six years.

Additional funding is critical to address mental health, drug education, and public safety. Ontario
has struggled to keep our community as thriving as it once was over the last 20 years. We want
to return to that thriving state, but we need your help.
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Measure 91 requires that 10% of the 17% state tax be
redistributed to local governments for public safety. That | What Ontario should be
equals another 1.7% of money received from Ontario sales getting in State Marijuana
being redistributed to local governments. If that 1.7% were | Revenue Sharing:
coming back to the City of Ontario we would have seen
$836,006 this year in state revenue sharing. Instead, because
of Measure 91, which distributes those funds based on $

population and the number of dispensaries, we will only see 836 ! 006
$52,795 (the last quarter is estimated) this year.

What Ontario is getting:
The remaining $783,211 is sprinkled throughout the state to

other local governments. | am sure that helps other $52 795
communities. This amounts to an extremely regressive tax. ]

Money is leaving a poor community and being sent to our
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