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Thursday Friday

As if this week’s hailstorm were 
not enough, the area is in for some 
thunderstorms Thursday along with 
wind gusts. Friday will clear, although 
there are some chances of continued 
rain. High in the low 70s. On Saturday 
and Sunday, occasional rain will be 
joined by temperatures in the higher 
70s. And on Monday – guess what? A 
chance of rain with winds gusting up 
to 20 miles per hour.
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BY  FRANK ZUFALL
Staff Reporter

Mark Lundeen, an 
engineer for radio sta-
tion WJOB, appeared 
before the Hayward City 
Council Monday, May 
9, to discuss his goal of 
creating an online TV 
station for the Hayward 
area and to alert the 
council that eventually 
he would be asking the 
city for financial help.

Lundeen, known for 
wearing colorful tropi-
cal shirts, discussed his 
involvement in public 
access television in the 
Twin Cities before mov-
ing to the area six years 
ago.

Public access televi-
sion is offered by cable 
providers whose con-
tracts with municipalities 
requires them to make 
production and studio 
facilities available for 
local programing, mostly 
produced by volunteers.

Public access tele-
vision stations rose to 
prominence during the 
1980s and through the 
1990s, but attention to 
cable access waned with 
the rise of the internet 
and prominence of on-
line sites such as You-
Tube, where anyone with 
a camera or phone can 
shoot videos and easily 
post them.

Lundeen is pursuing 
a TV station that would 
use online streaming 
technology with con-
tent that focuses only 
on Hayward and offers 
news, events, weather, 
sports and community 
information.

Local 
engineer 
proposing 
online TV 
station for 
Hayward 
Mark Lundeen 
says he will seek 
city’s help with 
online station
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Workers for Construction Integral Services LLC install a new 
roof on the vacant commercial building at the northwest cor-
ner of U.S. Highway 63 and Main Street in Hayward last week. 
The building is owned by NK Pines LLC.

ROOF JOB
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Chad Olsen of Moose Lake and Rich LaPorte of River Falls 
fish for walleyes from their kayaks on the West Fork of the 
Chippewa River below Moose Lake Road Saturday, May 7. 
They floated down river about six miles to Musky Tale Resort 
on the Chippewa Flowage, where they went ashore and 
another person picked them up.

GOOD DAY FOR FISHING
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This photo, taken shortly before noon Monday, May 9, in the 
parking lot at the Sawyer County Record, shows hailstones that 
fell in Hayward during a thunderstorm. Hail up to golf ball size 
was reported throughout the area.

See STATION  Page 6A

Two hailstones 
about the size of 
golf balls, collected 
in the backyard at 
the Sawyer County 
Record, were 
among the ice balls 
that fell during a 
thunderstorm in 
Hayward shortly 
before noon Mon-
day, May 9.
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BY  TERRELL BOETTCHER
News Editor

The Sawyer County area 
experienced gusty winds 
Monday, May 9, which led to 
trees falling over power lines, 
sparking several fires.

A thunderstorm shortly 
before noon Monday also 
brought hail up to golf-ball 
size to the area, denting vehi-
cles that were outdoors.

Jim Kujala, forest ranger at 
the Hayward DNR Service 
Center, reported there were 
nine wildland fires in Sawyer 
County on May 9, including 
three in the Hayward area, one 
in the Winter area and five in 
the U.S. Forest Service pro-
tection area due to the wind 
event.

“The causes of the fires have 
been all related to debris burn-
ing and power lines,” Kujala 
said. “The wind event that hit 
the county May 9 after the hail 
storm caused multiple power 
line failures and downed trees 
across the county and result-
ed in the five fires out within 
forest service protection.

“All of the fires in the past 
week have been kept small, 
with none of the fires exceed-
ing one acre in size,” Kujala 
added. “In addition to DNR 
and USFS resources, multiple 
volunteer fire departments 
assisted with the activity over 
the past week, including Spi-
der Lake, Round Lake, Town 
and City of Hayward, LCO Fire 
Department and Stone Lake 
Fire Department.”

STORM BRINGS HIGH WINDS, 
WILDFIRES, HAIL TO AREA

BY  FRANK ZUFALL
Staff Reporter

It’s not often you can de-
scribe the local precipitation 
sounding like gravel falling 
on the roof, but for a few min-
utes Monday morning, May 9, 
that’s exactly the impression 
left by golf-ball-size hail.

Just before 11:35 a.m. the 
hail came raining down on 
much of Sawyer County and 
kept up a pulverizing pace for 
the next 3½ to 4½ minutes. 
The Record recorded the 
event on Facebook Live, with 
sound, which gave out a loud, 
intense dinging for the first 
two minutes.

When it was over, hundreds 
of photos appeared on social 
media of people holding 
hailstones that were larger 

than a quarter and some as 
large as golf balls, at least an 
inch or more in diameter. On 
Facebook, Justin Hollmann 
said he found some 2 inches 
in diameter on Williams Road 
in Bass Lake Township.

One photo submitted to the 
Record from Mary Becker of 
Teal Lake shows the lake dot-
ted with thousands of splash-
es as hailstones smashed the 
water’s surface.

Linda Olson submitted a 
photo of the front window of 
her car smashed to chards of 
glass on her dashboard.

“We were slammed with 
calls,” said John Magowan, 
owner of Ernie’s Auto Body 
Shop in Hayward. “We had 
250 calls for estimates.”

Hail rained down in golf-ball sizes

See STORM  Page 8A See HAIL  Page 9A
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NEW LISTING
Beautifully maintained brick home
close to the City of Hayward and near
the golf course. Located on just under
an acre of land. Priced at $419,900

MLS#1562782


