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When Runninghorse 
Livingston graduated from 
Ashland High School in 
1994, he thought he had had 
a good grasp of mathemat-
ics.

But when he got to college 
and began pursuit of an 
engineering degree, he real-
ized his math 
education 
didn’t add up.

“I failed my 
first calculus 
class out of 
high school,” 
he said. “I did 
so poorly it 
made me ques-
tion my choice of major.”

The problem was that he 
didn’t understand how to 
apply the he had learned in 
school.

“Part of that was because 
math learned in Ashland 
was all procedural and con-
ceptual. I knew the theory, 
but I didn’t know how to 
use it in real life,” he said.

That’s a real problem for 
many students — which is 
what led Livingston to cre-
ate Mathematize, a method 
of math thinking that he’s 
teaching to schools across 
country.

Over the past week, 
Livingston worked with 
Ashland School District 
administrators on incorpo-
rating his math thinking at 
all grade levels.

It’s a very different ap-
proach to learning then Di-
rector of Student Learning 
Katie Matthias was taught.

“It was, 
‘Here’s the 
equation, plug 
in the numbers 
and here you 
go,’” she said. 
“So we knew 
the procedure, 
but we didn’t 
understand the 
‘why.’”

And the “why” is critical 
to long-term learning and 
applying math in real life, 
Livingston said. So, for 
example, rather than having 
students remember formu-
las and procedures, Living-
ston is showing teachers 
how to those theories to 
something more relatable, 
like sports.

“In Major 
League Base-
ball, if the 
average player 
has one more 
hit a week, he 
will hit a .300 
average, versus 
like .250,” said 
High School 
Principal Brain Trettin.

BY  RICK OLIVO
rolivo@ashlanddailypress.net

A controversial proposal to create a 
$500,000 RV park along Washburn’s 
waterfront will go to a vote Monday 

after 80% of residents polled said they 
oppose the plan.

“This is an outstanding 
amenity for the city of 
Washburn. It was originally 
envisioned as a natu-
ral trail, to provide a 
quiet retreat from the 
noise of humanity,” 
Washburn resident 
Roth Edwards said of 
the waterfront area 
in which the camp-
ground would be 
built. “I have yet to 
meet a single person who 
favors RV and-or yurt devel-
opment on that particular 
two acres.”

Washburn City Coun-
cil members will decide 
the future of the parcel of 

city-owned Lake 
Superior land east 
of the Thompson’s 
West End Park boat 
launch. The concept 
advanced by city 
officials calls for 
construction of seven 
RV sites at an esti-
mated cost of about 

$553,000.
The city over the sum-

mer conducted a pair of 
on-site public information 

sessions, at which surveys 
were distributed. Com-
ments at those sessions and 
in the surveys showed that 
most of the 67 respondents 
oppose the RV project in 
what has become known 
as the open field expansion 
proposal.

An alternative that calls 
for the development of 
yurts, semi-permanent tents 
that can be used summer 
and winter, has gained more 
approval among some resi-
dents.

Others, such as Edwards, 
oppose even yurts on the 
meadow-like open field.

“I am not opposed to 
RVs per se, in an area just 
to the west, even within a 
stone’s throw we could use 
the overflow area. I am not 
objecting to developing the 
overflow area,” he said.
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South Shore Brewery 
Brewmaster Bo Bélanger is a 
strong believer in producing 
locally originated brews.

In the past he has backed 
projects to produce barley 
malt and hops, the fundamen-
tal ingredients that become 
beer.

For a variety of reasons, 
experiments producing hops 
locally didn’t quite pan out, 
but the effort to produce 
an heirloom barley variety 
showed great promise. Then 
came a 500-year flood that 
washed out a railroad bridge 
in Ashland County. Without 
cheap rail transportation 
to send the harvested grain 
downstate to be malted — 
germinated and then dried to 
stop it from growing — the 
project didn’t work econom-
ically.

But that hasn’t stopped 
Bélanger in his quest to 
produce Wisconsin beer 
with Wisconsin ingredients. 

On Nov. 15, the South Shore 
Brewery will release its new-
est beer, Double Hop Co-Op 
Imperial India Pale Ale.

Using barley malted in 
Wisconsin, honey from 
the Mason area and four 

Wisconsin-grown hop variet-
ies, Bélanger has created what 
he called one of the most 
unusual beers in the 27-year 
history of the brewery.

Making it 
all add up 
Ashland grad 
teaches new way 
to learn math 

Livingston

Trettin

Matthias

More Information
Learn more about the 

lessons at mathematize.org.

See MATH • PAGE A5

New South Shore brew goes hyper-local

South Shore Brewery Brewmaster Bo Bélanger with the craft 
brewery’s newest product, Double Hop Co-op Double IPA. It 
will feature barley malted in Wisconsin, Wisconsin hops, and 
honey from Bayfield County. (Rick Olivo/Staff photo)

See BEER • PAGE A5

Washburn to vote on  
controversial camping plan

Washburn Parks Committee Chairwoman Jennifer Maziasz stands in an open area east of 
the Washburn boat launch at Thompson’s West End Park. The location has been pro-
posed for development of additional recreational vehicle spots, but community opposi-
tion has led city officials to consider rental yurts instead. (Rick Olivo/file photo)

Edwards

See CAMPING • PAGE A5


