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PARK FALLS — The Park 
Falls Planning Commission 
told a crypto-mining company 
that its in-house information 
on sound mitigation and other 
engineering will need to be 
confirmed by a third-party 
contractor for due diligence 
and liability issues, accord-
ing to discussion at a special 
meeting on Aug. 4.

The commission denied the 
initial SOS Limited request 
from a July 21 meeting where 
the crypto mining company 
sought to expand operations 
from inside buildings of the 
former Park Falls Paper Mill 
with two additional data 
service modules for bitcoin 
mining outside the facility.

The committee had withheld 
a decision on July 27 to allow 
the SOS applicants to supple-
ment its application with its 

comprehensive plan to include 
measures for noise abatement, 
fire suppression, proof of state 
and federal permitting and rel-
ative supplemental information 
from similar data mining sites 
and the impact of operating in 
urban areas.

SOS Park Falls Site Super-
visor Ming Luo, who was 
present to speak to the appli-
cation at the meeting, said the 
operation is currently running 
at 5 megawatts of power. In or-

der to reach a phase II goal to 
increase processing capacity 
to 24 megawatts it was prefer-
able to eventually have seven 
processing containers operat-
ing outdoors, he said.

Luo presented plans for 
abating sound, the path of 
power line ditches from trans-
formers to containers and oth-
er mitigation efforts required 
of the permitting process.
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PARK FALLS — After 
a seven year hiatus the 
Miss Flambeau Rama 
pageant is back as three 
young women partici-
pated in a whirlwind of 
activity over a weekend 
of events for the 2022 
title.

“This year we really 
wanted to honor some 
young ladies for their 
outstanding work in 
the community and for 
their leadership skills 
and outstanding charac-
ter,” said Terry Wilson, 
executive director of the 
Park Falls Area Chamber 
of Commerce, during his 
introductions at the Park 
Falls Recreation Arena 
on Aug. 6.

The Miss Flambeau 
Rama pageant hasn’t 
been held since 2015, and 
Missy Negri restored the 
pageant by securing sev-
en judges, and by finding 
a sole sponsor, Patchouli 
Garden LLC, to provide 
the pageant with a $1,000 
scholarship.

“So no one has to 
sponsor a girl and any-
one can just nominate 
deserving girls between 
13 and 18 who live in the 

Chequamegon School 
District,” Negri said to 
the crowd on hand to 
witness the crowning 
between rock bands.

Miss Flambeau Rama 
is not a beauty pageant 
in the vein of spray tans 
and artificially whit-
ened teeth, Negri said. 
A panel of seven judges 
review the responses to 
a question and answer 
interview where the girls 
are allowed to express 
themselves.

“We want to make 
them comfortable with 
who they are,” Negri 
said.

Miss Flambeau Rama 
2015 Karissa Matis was 
present to present the 
tiara and sashes.

This year’s Miss 
Flambeau Rama, Alexis 
Grawvunder, 16, and the 
two runner ups, Sydney 
Button, 14, and Olivia 
Negri, 15, all of Park 
Falls — persevered the 
gowns, hair and makeup 
as temperatures and hu-
midity soared, remaining 
composed and cheerful. 
Following a Friday ques-
tion and answer event 
the competition culmi-
nated with a big event at 
the arena.

PHILLIPS — The 
Phillips Police Depart-
ment responded to a 911 
call reporting that a car 
had struck a pedestrian 
along South Worcester 
Road at Evergreen Lane 
on Aug. 6.

The woman was 

reportedly jogging on 
the road when she was 
struck by a vehicle at 
around 9:06 a.m., ac-
cording to various law 
enforcement reports. 
The call was outside of 
the city jurisdiction but 
the PPD was called to 

assist as Price County 
Sheriff ’s Office depu-
ties were handling an 
incident in northern 
Price County and were 
unable to respond.

The Phillips Police 
Department handled 
the entire investigation 

for this incident and 
the Sheriff ’s Office was 
not involved, accord-
ing to Sheriff Brian 
Schmidt.

Central Price Coun-
ty Ambulance Service 
responded and trans-
ported the woman via 

ambulance to Marsh-
field Medical Center in 
Park Falls. The driver 
involved in the incident 
received numerous 
citations, according 
to the report. A state 
accident report was 
completed.

Crypto mining permit denied
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PARK FALLS — The city 
of Park Falls will receive 
$3.75 million for invest-
ment in water distribution 
infrastructure, according to 
an Aug. 4 press release from 
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers. 
The funds are to help the 
city afford fixes that support 
water conservation and safe 
drinking water efforts for 
the city.

This investment comes in 
light of growing concerns 
over the city’s outdated wa-
ter infrastructure, according 
to the press release. The 
closure of the Park Falls 
Paper Mill in 2021 has put 
a strain on operating costs 
and the existing infrastruc-
ture.

Prior to its closure, the 
paper mill accounted for 
50% to 75% of the water use 
in Park Falls. Without the 
additional water flow gener-
ated by the paper mill in the 
winter, the town’s 100 year 
old water lines are suscep-
tible to freezing, according 
to Park Falls Mayor Michael 
Bablick. The grant will 
allow the city to upgrade 
their water infrastructure 
and ensure reliable and 
affordable water service to 
the city’s residents.

Evers approves 

grant for  

Park Falls 

Water Utility

Women struck by car while running

Alexis Grawvunder is 
Miss Flambeau Rama 
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Alexis Grawvunder, 16, of Park Falls, moments 
after being named Miss Flambeau Rama 2022 at 
the Park Falls Recreation Arena on Aug. 6. It is the 
first pageant since 2015.
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PARK FALLS — It was three full 
days of entertainment, shopping 
and activities and then some — 
and it was all over in a flash. The 
2022 Flambeau Rama brought the 
annual event back from the pan-
demic in style with thousands of 
people enjoying a weekend of fun.

Three were several perfor-
mances from the Paul Bunyan 
Lumberjack Show downtown over 
two days. The Beckstead family 
of Web, Amber, Jason and Danial, 
are from Oregon, but work with 
the Florida based show as one of 
four crews that perform around 
the country. The family just came 
from shows in Virginia and North 
Dakota and are heading next to 
Milwaukee next and then to the 
Maryland State Fair.

Wisconsin is one of the few 
states who are still true to log-
ging roots, said Jason Beckstead. 
Virginia is another, and he said 
Oregon used to be like that times 
change and people change.

“Wisconsin thankfully is one of 
the few states, along with Minne-
sota also, Michigan, the Midwest 
mainly,” he said.

Web, who is the father, started 
performing while he was in high 
school. Jason started just a year 

and a half ago when he turned 
2021.

“But, I’ve been around it my 
whole life,” he said.

Jason and Danial perform log 
spinning with a variety of stunts 
from juggling hatchets to jump 
roping on a wet cedar log. Cedar 
floats higher in the water than 
other types of wood, according to 
Web. Amber is a specialist with 
cross-cutting saws.

Steven Scherwinski, of Park 
Falls, brought his family and said 
they loved the show. The show 
was perfect and his kids loved it, 
he said. But as a logger himself he 
liked that the show portrayed the 
roots of logging that many people 
don’t realize is a heavily mecha-
nized industry today.

“It’s all mechanized,” he said. “I 
work with harvesters and forward-
ers and do a little bit of chainsaw 
work when it’s required. But most-
ly it’s mechanized. We don’t do 
hardly any hand cutting anymore.”

It also portrays the purpose 
of logging and the many uses of 
wood. People think of homes but 
it’s also about mills that make 
paper for your magazine or toilet 
paper for the bathroom, he said.

“There is a lot more to it than 
people think,” he said.

Flambeau Rama 2022
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Daniel Beckstead, left, takes a leap to try and throw his brother Jason 
Beckstead off balance while log rolling at Triangle Park on Aug. 6, as 
part of the Flambeau Rama activities.

See PERMIT • PAGE A8

See GRANT • PAGE A8

See PAGEANT • PAGE A8

See FLAMBEAU • PAGE A8

NOW HIRING
APPLY TODAY!


