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BY  TOM STANKARD,
tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

An Ashland native has 
made it to the second round 
of an international baking 
challenge and is asking for 
help in pursuit of the grand 
prize.

Nicole Bichanich is put-
ting her baking skills to the 
test by competing in The 
Greatest Baker challenge in 
which amateur and profes-
sional confectionery cre-
ators from around the world 
compete for $10,000 and to 
be featured in the Bake from 
Scratch publication.

Although Bichanich is a 
little nervous, she feels she 
has what it takes to win and 
has submitted pictures of 
her best cakes and breads 
to the judges for evaluation. 
While waiting for the win-
ner to be announced on Dec. 
29, Bichanich will hone her 
skills by taking advice from 
people who have competed 
before.

Bichanich started bak-
ing from the moment she 
could hold a whisk, and by 
the time she was 7, she was 
cooking full-fledged meals 
for family and friends.

“My mom used to like 
to bake, and so do I. She 
followed right along and 
surpassed me,” her mom, 
Sara Bichanich, said.

Something about baking 
puts Nicole’s mind at ease 
and has always been her go-
to when she needs to settle 
herself.

“For me, it’s a sense of 
control. You have a set of 
rules when you follow a 
recipe. In the end, you have 
a something you can enjoy 
or share with loves ones,” 
she said.

Every baker has a secret 
that makes their treats their 
own, and for Bichanich it’s 
making things from scratch 
and using fresh ingredients 
from her own back yard or 
local farmers.

“She uses raspberries from 
her dad’s garden, strawber-
ries picked locally and real 
lemons to make the filling. It 
makes a difference. She’s a 
great baker,” Sara said.

As in real life, not ev-
erything goes according to 
plan, even when following a 
recipe, and Bichanich is not 
afraid to admit she has made 
her fair share of mistakes.

“Most of the time, it’s 
something stupid like forget-
ting to add sugar or dou-
bling this part of the recipe 
and not that part,” she said 
with a chuckle.

BY  RICK OLIVO
rolivo@ashlanddailypress.net

As health officials across 
the state prepare for a fall 
surge in COVID cases, local 
residents are well-prepared 
in part due to efforts of a 
Washburn pharmacy.

In Bayfield County 85.3% 
of residents have completed 
two COVID vacci-
nations, according 
to the Centers for 
Disease Control — 
well above the state 
average of 61.8% and 
Ashland County’s 
74.1%. That gives Bay-
field County Health 
Officer Sara Wartman 
hope — and gratitude for 
those who worked over the 
past two years to help vacci-
nate people.

One of those is Delora 
Pufall-Porter, owner of 
Washburn’s Brownstone 
Pharmacy. Wartman said 
she played a crucial role in 

protecting Bayfield County 
against COVID.

“I have seen just an 
incredible response from 
our hometown pharmacy,” 
Wartman said. “I would nev-
er have expected a mom-
and-pop-style pharmacy to 
have such an incredible role 
in the COVID response and 

vaccine effort.”
Wartman said 

Pufall-Porter helped 
with vaccine roll-
out, assisting with a 
coordinated response 
that targeted those 
most vulnerable to 
the coronavirus first, 
helping out when the 
Health Department 

ran out of slots for those 
who wanted to be vaccinat-
ed.

“There was no wrong 
door. Whether it was Red 
Cliff, Brownstone Pharma-
cy or the Bayfield County 
Health Department, we had 
a shared agreement so that 

if people signed up who 
were interested in getting 
their COVID vaccine, the 
three of us were all working 
on that same list. Whoev-
er could get them in first 
would get them in,” Wart-
man said.

And Brownstone did it 
with a small staff in a one-
room pharmacy in which 
everyone threw themselves 
into the effort without hesi-
tation, Wartman said.

“She took on volunteers, 
additional workers to help,” 
Wartman said. “She also has 
helped us obtain vaccine. 
We’ve had a hard time 
sometimes getting vaccine 
from the state. You would 
think that the Health De-
partment should get vaccine 
right away, but when we had 
challenges, we called Delora 
and she would say, ‘Yeah, 
I’ve got this much, OK, 
come on over today.’” 

BY  TOM STANKARD,
Tstankard@ashlanddailypres.net

Not many people can say 
they have an album dedicated 
to them.

But thanks to Jerry Willard, 
Ashland’s unofficial ambassa-
dor Gordy Johnson now can 
make that claim.

“It’s great,” Gordy said of 
his newfound fame.

Willard released the 
10-track album titled “The 
Legend of Gordy” on the 
independent music commu-
nity site SoundClick in late 
October as a gift.

The album became an 
instant hit, with five songs 
reaching the top spot on the 
SoundClick charts for their 
respective genres, and eight 
reaching the top-10, Willard 
said.

Gordy said his favorite 
song on the album has to 
be “Gordy’s Road Walking 
Blues.”

“It’s about Gordy during 
his season of walking,” 
Willard said recently while 
strumming out some of the 
album’s tunes in front of 
Chequamegon Food Co-Op 

in downtown Ashland. “The 
first thing I thought of was 
Gordy getting ready and then 
him always walking — never 
in one place for too long. He 
keeps on moving.”

Taking 
the cake 
Ashland native 
competes 
in national 
baking contest 

How to vote
To vote for the aspiring bak-

er, log on to greatestbaker.
com/2022/nicole-bichanich.

See BAKING • PAGE A5

‘Legend of Gordy’ climbs the charts 

Jerry Willard, right, has made an album dedicated to his friend 
Gordy Johnson. Both are familiar downtown Ashland denizens 
who have grown to be fast friends. (Tom Stankard/Staff photo)

Listen for yourself
The album “The Legend of 

Gordy” by Jerry Willard is avail-
able on soundclick.com

See ALBUM • PAGE A5

Washburn pharmacy  
lauded for COVID efforts 

Brownstone Pharmacy owner Delora Pufall-Porter (center) is flanked by employees Sally 
Randell (left) and Misty Heino at the pharmacy’s vaccination corner. Bayfield County 
Health Officer Sara Wartman said their efforts saved lives in the Bay Area. (Rick Olivo/
staff photo)

Wartman

See PHARMACY • PAGE A5


