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The ongoing housing and 
drug predicaments that have 
crippled Ashland were topics 
of a discussion Ashland High 
School students had with May-
or Matt MacKenzie last week 
intended to see what they have 
to say about the matter but 
also give them a sense of how 
local government operates.

When a student was re-
luctant to bring up the drug 
problem, MacKenzie said, “It is 
a crisis.”

“We’ve had a problem with 
that for years, and it’s not 
gotten any better,” he said. “If 
anything, it’s gotten worse.”

One thing Ashland has done 
to address it was launching the 
Student Pathways to Adven-
ture, Resilience and Knowl-
edge Program.

“It gives them an opportuni-
ty to do something other than 
sit on the couch, eat Cheetos 
and do drugs,” MacKenzie said.

When asked why not 
launch a rehabilitation center, 
MacKenzie said that would be 
great, but who is going to pay 
for it?

“If you’re going to have a re-
hab center, it costs money and 
someone is going to have to 
pay for it. Taxes will go up, and 
we all know how much people 
love that,” he said.

But that doesn’t mean peo-
ple in government don’t care, 
MacKenzie stressed.

“I think you’ll find most 
people in government want to 
help people. But if that’s what 
the community wants, the 
city would look into it and say, 
‘How can we provide this?’” he 
said. “Let’s do it if we can, but 
how do we do it in a way that 
makes sense.”

One key to solving the prob-
lem is linked to another prob-
lem hurting not only Ashland, 
but also the whole country. 
People have been wanting to 
move here after finding a job, 
but are unable to do so be-
cause they can’t find desirable 
housing or any housing for 
that matter, MacKenzie said.

The school district has 
lost potential staff members 
because of this, High School 
Principal Brian Trettin said. 
Their inability to find a house 
in Ashland has caused some 
staff members to find a place 
elsewhere, like Glidden or even 
Wakefield, Michigan.

City officials have started 
looking for a way to encour-
age people to move within the 
city limits, MacKenzie noted. 
An affordable housing devel-
opment is being constructed 
on Lake Shore Drive East next 
to the Walmart to help relieve 
the crisis, but MacKenzie said 
this is not always the best 
solution.

“Unfortunately one of the 
things that happens is we 
become a low income housing 
area. As a city, that doesn’t 
always bode real well. I would 
like to see some houses at mar-
ket rate. They’re typically nicer 
places that generate more 
income,” he said.
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The Northern 
Pines Sled Dog 
Race enters its 

fifth running continuing 
to grow, from about 24 
teams to more than 57 
already signed up for 
the Feb. 18 event.

More than 2,000 visitors 
attended last year’s races at 
Northern Pines Golf Course 
and Event Center just west of 
Iron River.

“We have at 
least 10 teams 
more than our 
record year 
last year,” race 
Chairman Rob 
Lombard said. 
“We’ve just got-
ten more and 
more teams every year.”

Lombard said the event 
caters to a mix of sprint and 
mid-distance racers and draws 
spectators to the event center 
to warm up or get a meal.

But the races, with prizes 
totaling $4,000 are really all 

about speed and endurance of 
racers and their dog teams.

“This is professional quality,” 
Lombard said. “All four classes 
that we race, including our 
cash events, have top winners 
that are averaging 17 to 18 
mph, which is world-class. 
However, we do have a safe 
enough trail that is extremely 
well marked and staffed so 
that people feel comfortable 
enough to send their younger 
family members out on it.”

The course runs begins and 
ends at the golf course, in differ-

ent length courses depending 
on the event. The races begin 
with a fast, downhill start at the 
clubhouse, run through the golf 
course and onto the Bayfield 
County trail system and the 
Tri-County Corridor. The races 
comprise a four-dog 4.4-mile 
sprint, a six-dog 8.2-mile sprint, 
an eight-dog 32 mile run and an 
open class 14-dog limit 17-mile 
run. Two classes of “mutt runs” 
for kids and several classes of 
weight pulls also are included.
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In the heat of competition, it 
can be difficult to maintain a 
sense of sportsmanship, but that 
is exactly what Drummond Area 
School District Administrator 
Melissa Giesregen 
is asking of stu-
dents and parents 
alike.

She said she 
has become con-
cerned at some 
of the language 
and actions she 
has seen at recent 
Drummond sporting events, 
including basketball games.

“I felt it was time to remind 
our fan base and students to 
focus on positive sportsmanship 
rather than negative interac-
tions,” she said.

Giesregen said at Drum-
mond’s last few home games, the 
contests have been very close.

“There are a lot of emotions 
that have been riding high, for 

all that have been involved,” 
she said. “It just felt like it was 
time to remind everybody that 
hey, we are here to cheer on our 

student athletes and to do it in a 
positive respectful manner.”

Mayor, high 
school students 
discuss ongoing 
problems  
within Ashland 

Focus on sportsmanship 
at Drummond School

Drummond basketball coach Josh Hanson confers with his 
team at a 2002 playoff game. Sportsmanship by students 
and parents was at the heart of a letter sent to Drummond 
School community members by District Administrator Melissa 
Giesregen last week, calling for fans to be gracious to all at 
the games. “We are all there to support our players. Leave the 
game on the court and move on,” she said. (Contributed photo 
by Eau Claire Leader-Telegram/Brandon Nall)

Giesregen

See DRUMMOND • PAGE A5

Northern Pines Sled Dog Race 
heads toward record year

A record-breaking numbers of mushers and spectators are expected at the fifth Northern Pines 
Sled Dog Race in Iron River Feb. 18. (Contributed photo by Studio One/JoAnn Jardine)

The Mutt Run, which joins young mushers with family 
hounds on a 75-foot-long sprint, is a crowd favorite at the 
races. (Contributed photo by Studio One/JoAnn Jardine)

Lombard
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