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Ashland moved one step 
closer to getting residents 
out to the end of the former 
oredock when City Council 
members approved an again-
scaled-back next phase of the 
project.

The roughly $2.4 million 
plan approved Tuesday calls 
for a single walkway that will 
run down the east side of the 
structure, which will eventu-
ally extend to the end of the 
dock.

That’s a substantial change 
from original plans presented 
in 2018, City Administrator 
Brant Kucera said. That plan 
called for a walkway that 
began on the east side, then 
connected to 
a walkway on 
the west via 
a bridge, and 
then back over 
a second bridge 
to a walkway 
on the east in a 
zig-zag pattern.

The bridges 
would have 
allowed anglers to fish the di-
amond-shaped cutouts in the 
dock itself and were among 
the most popular features of 
the rebuilding plan.

The two bridges were 
reduced to one in 2021 when 
initial cost estimates came in, 
and the second was eliminat-
ed this week in the interest of 
meeting the public’s demand 
to get to the end — though 
not without debate.

“If you take out the bridge, 
you take out part of the 
vision. The desire to get 
out to the end as cheaply as 
possible, I don’t know if it 
gives the community what 
they envisioned,” Kucera said 
Tuesday during a meeting 
of the Oredock Trust Board 
held in the morning.

Trust members, who are 
contributing $1.9 million of 
the project’s cost with the re-
mainder coming mostly from 
grants, said they preferred 
focusing on completing a 
walkway that would get resi-
dents and visitors to the end 
of the dock.

When asked if more could 
be constructed at a later date, 
Ashland Parks and Recre-
ation Director Sara Hudson 
said that is not financially 
feasible at this time.

BY  RICK OLIVO
rolivo@ashlanddailypress.net

For 50 years, Neil Schultz 
owned the two-story wood 
framed apartment building 
at 239 Manypenny Ave. 
and kept its use the same 
as it was when he bought 
it from Bayfield landowner 
Al Prevost in 1972 — af-
fordable rentals.

Unlike many other 
owners of rentals, Schultz 
didn’t convert the building 
into a bed-and-breakfast, 
condos or other high-end 
tourist rentals.

“If people needed a place 
to live, I was absolutely 
thrilled to have an accom-
modation for them,” he 
said. “I have had wonderful 
renters, no question about 
it. Half of my renters didn’t 
even own a vehicle. They 
worked in Bayfield — the 
waitresses, the maids, most 
of them associated with 

the tourism industry. They 
walked to work and back.”

That came to an end 
April 16 when fire con-
sumed the historic struc-
ture once known as the 
New Brunswick Hotel, 
commonly known around 
Bayfield as the Schultz 
Building. Schultz and his 
wife Donna were returning 
to Wisconsin from a trip 
to Arizona when Schultz 
received a phone call that 
his building was in flames.

“I hope everyone makes 
it out alive, that was the 
only thing I thought,” he 
said. “I wasn’t worried 
about the building.”

Schultz said that when 
he first saw the burned-out 
remains of his building, his 
only emotion was grati-
tude for the safety and the 
well-being of his tenants.

That concern contin-
ues today. Schultz said he 
knows that many of his 
former tenants are having 
difficulties finding places 
to move to permanently. 
Many of them have found 
temporary housing assis-
tance from the Red Cliff 
Housing Authority, while 

others have been put up at 
local tourism properties. 
Schultz worries that some 
will never find housing that 
enables them to keep their 
jobs.

As for the future of his 
property, once the in-
surance investigation is 
completed and the debris 
removed, that remains up 
in the air.

“I hope someone can 
put low-income housing 
there,” he said. “In a couple 
of days, I’m going to be 77. 
If I was 20 years younger, 
I’d be rebuilding, putting 
in low-income housing for 
the people that I rented to, 
but at my age, no. It isn’t 
important to Donna and I 
that we get anything out of 
the property. It is import-
ant that we do what we can 
to help someone else. For 
someone who will put in 
affordable housing, they 
will get one heck of a deal 
from me.”

Bayfield Mayor Gordon 
Ringberg said city officials 
likely would embrace such 
a plan.

BY  TOM STANKARD
tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

Leo Garcia was born to 
perform in the circus.

The sixth-generation en-
tertainer lives and breathes 
everything circus related. He 
started working under the big 
top when he was 4, and today 
he’s known as “the human 
rocket,” who launches him-
self out of a cannon for the 
Carden International Circus.

“I travel 100 feet from one 
side of the arena to the other 
in a blink of an eye,” he said.

Bay-Area residents will 
get a chance to see that for 
themselves May 19 when the 
circus comes to Ashland’s 

Civic Center.
Garcia will perform in the 

three-ring circus alongside 
acrobats, aerialists, animals, 
clowns and fellow daredevils.

And it took him a lot of 
time, training and more than 

a few mistakes along the way 
to make it to Ashland. He 
didn’t just wake up one day 
and decide to shoot himself 
out of a cannon.

Bayfield struggling 
for housing solutions 
Owner of burned 
apartment hopes 
for affordable 
development 

Neil Schultz stands next to the remains of his two-story apartment building that burned 
in April, living 15 working-class Bayfield residents homeless. Schultz hopes to sell the 
property at a bargain price to someone who will invest in low- and moderate-income 
housing on the site. (Rick Olivo/Staff photo)

Oredock 
project scaled 
back again

Original plans called for a 
path to zig-zag down the 
oredock, with bridges offer-
ing anglers access to fishing 
holes in the middle. Those 
bridges now have been elim-
inated in favor of a single 
path down the east side of 
the dock.

Kucera

A different big top comes to town 
Carden circus 
visiting Ashland 
May 19 

The Carden International Circus includes several performing 
animals, including Asian elephants. (Contributed photo)
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