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Two Bay-Area organiza-
tions are going green as Ash-
land’s Chequamegon Food 
Cooperative and Washburn’s 
Northern Lights Services 
are constructing solar power 
arrays at their locations.

Northern Lights, a nursing 
and assisted-living facility, 
plans to add a 120-kilowatt 
solar panel installation on its 
property, while the Co-Op 
has contracted to build a 
64.8-kilowatt system on the 
roof of its downtown Ashland 
building.

The Northern Lights proj-
ect will cost about $174,000, to 
be installed by Next Energy 
Solution of Shell Lake with 
assistance by Cheq Bay 
Renewables of Bayfield. The 
Co-Op plan will cost about 
$130,000 and is to be built by 
Solar CBI of Ashland. Both 
projects will begin in the fall 
and will use high-efficiency 
arrays capable of producing 
electricity from both sides of 
each solar panel.

“It is really to set an ex-
ample about green energy 
and a vision towards mov-
ing away from fossil fuels,” 
said Chequamegon Co-Op 
Marketing and 
Member Ser-
vices Manager 
Sara Beadle. “It 
is part of our 
co-op model to 
be environmen-
tally conscious, 
and it’s another 
step in that direction, anoth-
er way the community can 
see us as a leader, where we 
can be an example to other 
businesses.”

Mark Ehlers, treasurer of 
Northern Lights Services, 
said investing in solar energy 
makes good business sense.

“Costs are always continu-
ing to go up, and we’ve always 
had troubles with staffing 
because you have a limited 
amount of money, so what-
ever we can do to reduce our 
operating costs is going to 
do nothing but help,” he said. 
“This will allow us to put 
additional money into other 
projects.”

Cheq Bay Renewables 
estimates that the Northern 
Lights project will pay for 
itself in about four and a half 
years. After that, savings on 
the costs of electricity will go 
back to Northern Lights.

Cheq Bay Renewables Pres-
ident Bill Bailey said North-
ern Lights could expect to 
save about $14,180 in the first 
year on its utility bills.

The organization is also 
saving a large sum on the cost 
of building the solar system.

The project received a 
grant for half the cost of the 
solar panels, worth about 
$36,800, from Solar for Good, 
an arm of RENEW Wiscon-
sin, a nonprofit organization 
that promotes renewable 
energy in the state. 
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Washburn artists and gal-
lery owners John and Susan 
Lince-Hopkins are embark-
ing on an effort to help save 
the Bay Area’s bees.

On land they own next to 
their Artists on the Byway 
gallery on Bayfield Street 
in Washburn, they have 
established a bumblebee art 
garden, combining the flow-
ering plants beloved by the 
fuzzy flyers with artworks 
and conservation informa-
tion about the species of 
bumblebees to be found in 
northern Wisconsin.

“There are parts of the 
world where bumblebees 
have totally disappeared 
from,” John said. “There 
are eight states that they 
are now totally gone. In 
other places they are down 
by 80 to 90%. If we are 
going to have lots of tree 
crops like apples, plums 
and even currants and 
cranberries, we need to 
have pollinators, and the 
main pollinator here in the 

Bayfield Peninsula is the 
bumblebee.”

Bumblebee and honey 
bee populations have been 
in steep decline around the 
world as climate change, 
habitat loss, pathogens and 
parasites, and the overuse 
of pesticides and herbi-
cides have decimated them. 
John Lince-Hopkins said 

bumblebees have been on 
the American continent 
for over 100 million years, 
and are not only incredibly 
important to the econo-
my, but provide a sense of 
gentle beauty that would be 
sorely missed if they were 
to vanish.
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Cooking has always been a 
part of Chuck Houle’s life.

“As soon as I could reach 
the knobs on the stove, I had 
to learn how to 
cook,” he said.

His drive to 
saute, braise 
and broil 
stayed with him 
throughout his 
service with 
the Wisconsin 
National Guard. 
After he left the military, he 
began operating a catering 
service for snack food maker 
Jack Link of Minong.

But he always wanted his 
own food business — and he 
recently got a step closer to 
achieving that when he and 
seven other veterans gradu-
ated from the Ashland Area 
Development Corp.’s Ready-
Vet-Grow entrepreneur train-
ing program.

The 10-week course was 
offered free for veterans seek-
ing to go into business for 
themselves. It gave training 
on how to write a business 
plan, included discussions 
about bookkeeping, business 

taxes and marketing.
Participants were offered 

mentoring by veterans who 
had previously taken the 
course and are now operating 
their own businesses.

Two local 
businesses 
to add solar 
projects 

Beadle

Veterans graduate business boot camp

Chuck Houle dishes out ribs at the Ashland Area Develop-
ment Corp.’s offices for graduates of the Ready-Vet-Grow pro-
gram. He plans to sell his barbecue at a food truck business in 
the region. (Rick Olivo/staff photo)

Harries

Washburn couple  
works to save the bees 

John and Susan Lince-Hopkins stand before John’s painting of a bumblebee on a flow-
er at their new public garden in Washburn. The couple constructed the garden to raise 
awareness of the declining numbers of bumblebees, crucial pollinators for fruits and 
berries throughout the world. (Rick Olivo/Staff photo)

Addi Warren, 11, of Washburn displays her artwork of a 
bumblebee at a raspberry plant in her garden. (Rick Olivo/
Staff photo)
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