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BY  CLAIRE DUQUETTE
For The Ashland Daily Press

For more than 20 years, 
Lake Superior Big Top Chau-
tauqua has offered a series 
of free family concerts each 
summer, gifting top shelf 
entertainment to the com-
munity. The 2022 series is as 
exciting and varied a line-
up as Big Top has ever put 
together, Executive Director 
Terry Meyer Matier said.

“Some years we have had a 
global music theme, bringing 
music, dance and theater 
from a variety of cultures,” 
Meyer Matier said. “This 
year we have a more eclectic 
series.”

The series kicks off Sat-
urday, June 25 with “Anishi-
naabe Dibaajimowin: An 
Ojibwe Story,” a Big Top 
original musical show featur-
ing regional Native artists. 
The matinee showing is a 
roughly hour-long version of 
the full show (the full show 
will be on stage that night at 
7:30 p.m.).

The seven-show series 
continues the very next day 
with the popular Okee Dokee 
Brothers taking the stage, 
with their outdoor-based folk 
songs.

July sees the “ultimate Dis-
ney cover band” The Little 
Mermen and the Michael 
Franti Acoustic Trio in shows 
geared toward family fun.

On July 24, Big Top is 
partnering with the Bayfield 
Heritage Association for a 
special showing of the film 
“The Bayfield Flood of ’42.” 
The movie chronicles one 
of Bayfield’s most significant 
historic events — a flash 
flood that destroyed down-
town businesses and even 
the city cemetery. In fact, the 
flood is featured in Big Top’s 
flagship historical musical, 
“Riding the Wind,” which 
chronicles the history of Bay-
field in image and song.

BY  RICK OLIVO
rolivo@ashlanddailypress.net

A damaged portion of Bay-
field’s popular Brownstone trail 
will be repaired and rerouted as 
part of a $1.2 million improve-
ment project.

The trail runs on an aban-
doned rail line leading to Bay-
field, and has experienced severe 
erosion and other factors that 
forced a section of the trail to be 
closed with hikers detoured onto 
Highway 13.

Viking Motors Transit Co., 
which operates the buses used 
by the Bayfield Schools, sits 
adjacent to and upslope of the 
damaged portion of the trail and 
in a happy coincidence, co- the 
firm has been contemplating a 
site with more room than its cur-
rent three acres, co-owner Dan 
Maki said.

“The fact is, we outgrew this 
property 20 years ago. We fought 
the good fight, but if you are go-
ing to get to the next level, you 
have to reach a little bit,” he said.

When the Landmark Conser-
vancy approached Dan Maki and 
his brother Mark Maki about 
moving the trail onto their land, 
the two were willing to listen.

BY  TOM STANKARD,
tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

When Sophia Douglas 
heard “The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show” was playing at Bay 
Theater Friday at midnight, 
she couldn’t wait to see it.

Even if it took hopping on 
a ferry from her home on 
Madeline Island to get there, 
nothing was going to stop her.

“I love midnight showings 
of anything and I love “Rocky 
Horror.” It’s been so long 
since I’ve seen it,” she said.

She brought best friend 
Inara Curry of Washburn with 
her because Curry had never 
seen the film.

“My friends were like, ‘You 
have to come.’ I’m really excit-
ed about it,” Curry said.

They were among the sold-

out crowd that filled every 
seat Friday night at the Bay 
Theater in Ashland to watch 
the iconic film and see Ash-
land native Dora Diamond 
perform during the preshow. 
The screening and a separate 
show by Diamond, a drag 
queen, were part of the Bay 
Area’s Pride celebration.

Warming up
A roar of applause filled 

the theater when Diamond 
took the stage, dressed in her 
hand-stitched costume.

“I’ve been waiting months 
for this,” Diamond said, 
drawing more applause. 
“It’s an honor to have been 
invited to be part of this. I’ve 
been a lover of ‘The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show’ for 
almost 20 years and never in 
my life thought I would be 
doing something like this.”

Brownstone Trail 
to get $1.2 million 

repair, improvements 

The Brownstone Trail was established in 1996 through a partnership with private land-
owners who granted public-access easements. Since then the trail has become a favorite 
of Bay-Area residents and visitors. (Photo contributed by Landmark Conservancy)

A graphic shows where the trail has been closed off 
and where rerouting will return the trail to its former 
lakeshore path. (Graphic contributed by Landmark 
Conservancy)

Big Top 
family 
shows 
kick off 

If You Go
• The Lake Superior Big Top 

Chautauqua Free Family Series 
shows are all at 1 p.m. at Big 
Top at the Mt. Ashwabay ski 
hill unless otherwise noted. No 
tickets are required and seating 
is first-come, first-served. The 
schedule:

• June 25 – “Anishinaabe Dibaaji-
mowin: An Ojibwe Story”

• June 26 – The Okee Dokee 
Brothers

• July 10 – The Little Mermen
• July 15 – Michael Franti Acous-

tic Trio
• July 24 – “The Bayfield Flood of 

’42” film presentation
• Aug. 14 – Artrageous
• Sept. 10 – Lil’ Mike & Funny 

Bone
• Sept. 10 – 4 p.m. at the 

Ashland Bandshell, Lil’ Mike & 
Funny Bone

• More information on all the 
acts can be found at www.
bigtop.org/freefamily

Bay Area does the ‘Time Warp’ 
Weekend kicks 
off Pride Month

Dora Diamond strikes a pose 
during pre-show activities 
before the midnight showing 
of “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show” Friday at the Bay The-
ater in Ashland. (Tom Stan-
kard/Staff photo)
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