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CALLS FOR RACE FREE FROM PARTISAN POLITICS, OUTSIDE MONEY

Kloppenburg addresses Bar Association
RICK OLIVO

burg ran against incumbent
Supreme Court justice David
Prosser in one of the tightest Supreme Court elections
in state history, losing by just
7,004 votes. She has announced
her candidacy to ill the Supreme Court seat formerly
held by Justice Patrick Crooks,
who died in ofice on Sept. 21
and was replaced in ofice by
Appeals Court Judge Rebecca
Bradley.
Bradley, who was appointed
by Wisconsin Governor Scott
Walker on Oct. 9, had earlier
announced that she was running for the position, as has
Milwaukee County Circuit
court Judge Joe Donald.
The presence of three contenders in the election insures
that the Supreme Court race
will require a Feb. 17 primary
election before the Spring Elec-
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Wisconsin Supreme Court candidate JoAnne Kloppenburg makes a point
during a presentation before the Bar Association of Ashland and Bayfield
County at their annual luncheon. Kloppenburg is one of three candidates
vying for the high court seat formerly held by the late Justice Patrick
Crooks.

Wisconsin Court of Appeals
Justice JoAnne Kloppenburg
Friday told members of the
Ashland and Bayield County
Bar Association that in her race
for the Wisconsin Supreme
Court, she is deeply concerned
about the injection of partisan
politics into the court and the
inluence of special interests
on the decisions of the state’s
highest court.
“As I have been traveling
around the state, those are the
two concerns I am hearing repeated over and over again,”
she said.
Kloppenburg spoke to the
Bar Association at their annual
luncheon Friday, as part of her
second effort at election to the
state’s highest court.
In April of 2011, Kloppen-

tion on April 7.
In her comments before the
Bar Association, Kloppenburg
said the undue inluence of
outside money and the injection of partisan politics into the
Court undermined respect for
the court.
“When the court loses it’s authority, and it loses the trust of
the people of Wisconsin,” she
said. “That undermines our
entire democracy, because he
court is no longer able to act
as the independent check and
balance on the other branches
that it is designed to do under
our constitution.”
Kloppenburg was critical of
Walker’s appointment of Bradley to the high court while
Bradley was a candidate for
that position.
SEE KLOPPENBURG, 5A

SALEM DEMOLITION
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Demolition of Salem Church’s building began Friday morning. A majority of the sanctuary had already been
torn down by sundown. A local contractor from Sanborn, Neils Rotala, operates a CAT 320E excavator scooping
up piles of brick and ash into dumpsters from Northern Clearing.

INCLUDED INDIVIDUAL FLEECE BLANKET AND MORE

WITC Students deliver Cuddle Bundles to kids
SARA M. CHASE
schase@ashlanddailypress.net

All of the children at the
Family Forum Head Start
Center received a very special
gift on Friday when Wisconsin
Indianhead Technical College
(WITC) students delivered
each child their own Cuddle
Bundles.
Each of the 76 bundles
contained a handcrafted leece
blanket, a children’s book,

microwave popcorn and hot
chocolate packets.
The Cuddle Bundles were
created thanks to four students
enrolled in the Early Childhood Education program at
WITC Ashland — Cylia Olson,
Jackie Eliason, Jessica Lawver
and Nicole Hissa.
The Center’s Manager Suzanne Smiles said she thought
the Cuddle Bundles were a
great idea.
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“Family Forum promotes
family literacy,” she said.
“They’re getting a book and I
think it’s just going to mean a
lot to the kids and they’ll each
have their own leece blanket
that they can cover up with at
night.”
Olson, Eliason and Lawver
arrived at to the center around
10:15 a.m. on Friday to present
students in Jessica Campbell
and Denise Beirl’s classrooms
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with the bundles with a second
delivery scheduled for the
other two classes later in the
afternoon.
After presenting the irst
class with a demonstration
of the goodies that would be
waiting to go home with them
afterschool, the girls took a
few minutes to talk about what
went into making the Cuddle
Bundles a reality.
As members of the programs
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Early Childhood Education
(EC) Club, Eliason said they
came up with the idea together. Lawver added that she was
inspired thanks to a post she
had seen online.
“I’d seen a little thing on
Facebook about pajamas,” she
said. “We didn’t want to do
pajamas because of the size
differences so Cylia and Jackie
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