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When Ashland natives 
Kyle and Leslie Tidstrom 
sailed into the Ashland 
Marina in their powerboat, 
the Chequamegon Ark last 
week, they concluded a 
6,000-mile journey circum-
navigating the entire eastern 
half of the country.

It’s called America’s Great 
Loop Cruise, and it takes 
adventurous boaters through 
rivers, lakes and canals, the 
Gulf of Mexico, into the 
Atlantic Ocean, then through 
water highways including 
the historic Erie Canal and 
finally back to dry land in 
Chequamegon Bay.

The Tidstroms talked 
and planned the journey for 
the past 20 years, and the 
voyage itself took them over 
a year to accomplish.

“We started talking about 
this in 1995,” Kyle Tidstrom 
said, his feet planted firmly 
on the dock at the marina 
“We finally began the trip 
right here on Aug. 15 of 2021.”

The course of the trip took 
them through Lake Superi-
or, Lake Michigan, and the 
Chicago River to the Illinois 
River, finally hitting the Mis-
sissippi River at Grafton, Ill. 
They followed the Mississip-
pi to Cairo, Ill., then the Ohio 
River to the Cumberland 
River. They had planned to 
visit Nashville, Tenn., but 
a collapsed lock forced the 
couple to turn around and 
take the Tennessee River to 
the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway before laying up 
at the southern end of the 
waterway at Demopolis, Ala., 
for the winter. 
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Dave Cooper’s 
official gig 
with the 

Apostle Island 
National Lakeshore 
is archaeologist and 
cultural-resource 
manager.

But he’s also a boat cap-
tain, a wildland firefighter, 
a search-and-rescue team 
member, a diver and youth 
mentor. He the guy who 
organizes programs that re-
quire cooperation between 
federal and state agencies, 
with the Red Cliff Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians and anyone else he 
needs to get the job done.

“Dave Cooper’s work 
shows the impact one per-
son can have 
not only with-
in a park, but 
across a whole 
landscape,” 
said Apostle 
Islands Su-
perintendent 
Lynne Domi-
ny.

Cooper’s efforts to 
protect the historical and 
cultural resources of the 
National Lakeshore have 
won him the John L. Cot-
ter award for excellence 
in National Park Service 
archeology. The award is 
given annually to honor the 
career and pioneering con-
tributions of John L. Cotter, 
whose career of more than 
60 years included a num-
ber of positions with the 
National Park Service and 
provided many contribu-
tions to the development of 
historical archeology in the 
United States.

Cooper has held a num-
ber of important archae-
ological positions. He 
founded the Wisconsin 
underwater archeology 
program and initiated sur-
veys of historic Great Lakes 
shipwrecks, helping to 
locate and protect a number 
of Lake Superior’s priceless 
submerged resources. He 
also helped establish the 

U.S. Navy’s first underwater 
archeology program.

For the past 12 years he 
has worked at the Nation-
al Lakeshore, working to 
protect sunken ships and 
fishing camps, the legacy of 
Native Americans who have 
hunted, fished and lived 
among the islands.

He is perhaps best known 
for his leadership in res-
toration efforts for the 
park’s lighthouses, which 
today are recognized as the 
best-preserved collection of 
lighthouses in the National 
Park Service, Dominy said.

“It’s a real honor — I’m 
still kind of stunned. There 
are some pretty big names 
in archeology in the Park 
Service. I feel a little intim-
idated being in the same 
company,” Cooper said.

Nevertheless, Cooper is 
not shy about discussing 
the importance of the work 
he does.

“It is a huge part of our 
state history. For places like 
Bayfield, Washburn and 
Ashland, this is what helped 
to create these towns,” he 
said. “The Ojibwe who have 
been here for thousands of 
years are a maritime people, 
so the story of the water 
and the story of the lake 
is the story of how we all 
got here, and how people 
have made a living from the 
water and the land.”

Right now, Cooper is 
studying Native American 
fishing sites, which go back 
4,000 to 5,000 years. He 
is also working on fishing 
camps from the 1800s into 
the 1900s and researching 
other industries like logging 
and quarrying that also 
depended on the lake for 
transportation. He contin-
ues to work on the light-
houses of the Apostles.
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A narrow strip of grass 
carved into the woods near 
Lake Superior now connects 
Cornucopia with the rest of 
the world.

At just 1,920 feet long, the 
Cornucopia airport may not 
be the most impressive avia-
tion facility around, but it has 
come back to life as a public 
access airport, 
recently receiv-
ing approval 
from the Wis-
consin Bureau 
of Aeronautics 
for use by the 
general public.

The new sta-
tus is the result 
of volunteers who put forth 
hundreds of hours of effort 
to cut brush, mow grass and 
meet aviation requirements 
to allow the public to use the 
runway.

“It means a lot because the 
old map listing for it showed 
it to be a private runway, 
and most pilots won’t even 
consider landing at a private 

runway without specific per-
mission,” said Airport Manag-
er Tim Kasino.

Former 
Ashlanders 
complete 
6,000-mile 
Great Loop 
Boating cruise 
circumnavigates 
half of America by 
sea, river and lake 

The Tidstroms show off 
the pennant marking their 
accomplishment from the 
America’s Great Loop Cruise 
Association, joined by their 
companion on the trip, 
veteran sea dog Storm. (Rick 
Olivo/staff photo)

See CRUISE • PAGE A5

Cornucopia airstrip goes public 

Aircraft from a fly-in earlier this year line the grass runway 
at the Cornucopia Airport. Volunteers have spent the past 
several months rehabbing the airport, which allowed it to 
regain public status this summer. (Contributed photo by Rich 
Wellner)

Kasino

See AIRSTRIP • PAGE A5

Apostle Islands archaeologist 
wins national award

Dave Cooper earned a captain’s license so he could pilot 
himself and other National Lakeshore personnel to job 
sites on the islands. His efforts to preserve the region’s 
archeological artifacts have earned him an award from the 
National Park Service. (Contributed Photo by Tom Irvine)

Dominy

See COOPER • PAGE A5


