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Phil Bratsch 
hates to see 
anything go  

to waste.

The owner of the Bay-
field Winery and Blue Ox 
Cider has allowed some of 
his land in the hills outside 
Bayfield to be used for 
such innovative crops as 
hazelnuts and experimental 
varieties of seedless table 
grapes in addition to his 
production of wines and 
ciders — products that have 
become popular tipples 
for visitors to the Bayfield 
orchard region.

But the man who de-
pends upon apples for his 
livelihood and who wants 
nothing to be wasted was 
bothered every fall when 
he watched piles of fruit 
that fell from trees around 
Bayfield being used only by 
deer and other critters, with 

most left to rot.
This year he’s come up 

with a plan to do something 
useful with those unused 
apples and at the same time 
help out Bayfield non-prof-
its. Bratch has put out word 
that Bayfield-area residents 
who gather fruit they don’t 
plan to use and bring it by 
the cidery on Betzold Road 
will help him make a special 
edition of hard cider.

“There are apple trees 
on a lot of the farms, in the 
county forest, even,” he 
said. “There are so many 
wild trees, and I’d just like 
to see them go to use. It’s 
an idea we’ve had for a few 
years, if people brought 
us apples, we would make 
the cider and donate 100% 
of the profits to a different 
non-profit every year.”

Bratsch said anyone who 
drives through orchard 
country can see how many 
apples are going to waste.

“The farms are just lined 
with apple trees, and some 
of them are better cider 
apples than the desert 

apples. They leave a little 
more flavor after being 
made into cider,” he said. 
“For one of our ciders, we 
actually go into the county 
forest and pick some wild 
ones for it.”

Bratsch said he works one 
day a week at Mt. Ashwabay 
during the winter, helping 
him understand how diffi-
cult it can be for non-profits 
to make a go of it. The ski 
area will be the first benefi-
ciary of his cider project.

“They have a real need 
for more kid’s gear. They 
do such a good job of 
getting kids out for free or 
sometimes just three bucks 
for rentals. So I thought a 
good way to get new gear 
is for people to bring us 
apples and we will make 
a delicious hard cider out 
of that. We will be pairing 
up with a local artist and 
we will make a new label 
every year, tie it in with the 
non-profit and have some 
fun with it each season.”

BY  TOM STANKARD,
tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

Ashland City staff mem-
bers are crafting a policy that 
would cap the number of va-
cation rental properties in the 
city as the region struggles to 
provide affordable housing 
for residents.

The city now is home to 
12 registered vacation rental 
properties, City Adminis-
trator Brant 
Kucera said. 
But if more 
apartments 
or homes are 
transformed 
into short-term 
rentals, it will 
exacerbate the 
local housing 
shortage, he said.

“I don’t know right know 
how many is too many,” he 
said. “But we want to be 
proactive and try to avoid a 
problem later. What happens, 
in a lot of cases, long-term 
rentals convert into short-
term housing because it’s 
obviously more profitable to 

rent it out that way. We’re try-
ing to avoid a situation where 
you create an even tighter 
housing market.”

City Council members this 
week approved a measure 
allowing property owners 

at 309 Main St. E. to con-
vert their two apartments 
into short-term rentals with 
hopes of opening early next 
month.

Genereau

Ashland begins work on Airbnb policy 

Ashland residents Dave and Susan Askue operate this vaca-
tion rental property on St. Claire Street, one of about a dozen 
short-term rentals in the city. City officials want to cap the 
number of such properties to ensure enough housing is avail-
able for residents.

Kucera

Squeezing every penny
Bayfield cidery to brew special batch for nonprofits 

Bayfield Winery and Blue Ox Cider owner Phil Bratsch is collecting donated apples at his 
cidery at 87380 Betzold Road near Bayfield. He’ll use them to brew a special batch of 
hard cider with proceeds going to local non-profits. (Rick Olivo/staff photo)
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BY  PETER J. WASSON AND 
RICK OLIVO
Ashland Daily Press

Police on Thursday cap-
tured a carjacking suspect 
for whom they had been 
searching for a week, hours 
after a homeowner caught 
him in her house near Bay-
view.

A Washburn resident 
alerted authorities just after 
noon Thursday that they had 
seen a man matching Seth 
Genereau’s description in 
the area of Memorial Park.

When police arrived in 
the area, Ge-
nereau fled but 
was captured 
after police 
used a stun 
gun to subdue 
him, Bayfield 
County Chief 
Deputy Andy 
Runice said. 
Once in custody, Genereau 
apologized to officers, Ru-
nice said.

Genereau was being held 
in the Bayfield County Jail 
on preliminary charges of 
vehicle theft, fleeing officers 
and others Thursday after-
noon. Police had not yet 
interviewed Genereau when 
Runice spoke with a Dai-
ly Press reporter at about 
1:30 p.m., and hadn’t asked 
him about how he survived 
while on the run or how 
long he might have stayed in 
the home he is suspected of 
burglarizing.

“We don’t 
ask those ques-
tions until it is 
the right time 
to ask them,” 
he said.

Runice also 
said Genereau 
looked fatigued 
after spending 
a week eluding police by 
hiding in the woods, suffer-
ing through rainstorms and 
near-freezing nights.

One of those nights was 
Wednesday, when a resident 
on Howell Road north of 
Washburn returned after 
several days away at about 
4:30 p.m. to find a man 
matching Genereau’s de-
scription in her home.

The suspect fled and 
police later discovered 
evidence that he had been 
holed up there for some 
time.

“He consumed a lot of 
food so it’s possible he was 
there for days,” Runice said. 
“We did find some articles 
of clothing that he was 
wearing when he last was 
seen, so we do believe now 
it was Seth Genereau.”

Genereau most recent-
ly had been spotted on a 
surveillance camera on Sept. 
23 wearing jeans and a blue 
shirt. When he escaped 
the Howell Road home, he 
was dressed in tan clothing, 
Runice said.

Carjacking 
suspect 
captured in 
Washburn

Runice
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