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It’s just a little town on the 
big lake, but it’s home, sweet 
home, to me… — Warren 
Nelson “First, Last and All 
the Time”

With a single heartfelt 
emotion in the final song, 
the cast of “Souvenir Views” 
brought the house down in 
the first showing of Wash-
burn’s pictorial centennial 
musical, performed at Wash-
burn High School in 1983.

In the nearly 40 years that 
have followed, the creative 
efforts of the Warren Nelson/
Betty Ferris Concert Co. 
have inspired thousands of 
people, locals and visitors, 
with subsequent shows that 
led to the creation of Big Top 
Chautauqua.

“Souvenir Views” tells the 
story of Washburn’ first 100 
years and is told in original 
songs written by Nelson and 
illustrated in historical photo-
graphs projected by Ferris. It 
also features the music of the 
band that includes Nelson, 
Jack Gunderson, Tom Mitch-
ell, Rowan Nelson-Ferris, Ed 
Willett, Randy Sabien and 
Phillip Anich.

The collection of Nel-
son-Ferris shows became sta-
ples of Big Top, but Souvenir 
Views is where it all began. 
On Saturday, May 14 and Sun-
day May 15, it’s coming back 
to Washburn with selections 
from the original perfor-
mance to be performed at the 
Harbor View Event Center.
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Roxanne Frizzell is 
used to seeing lots of 
tourists’ faces coming 
into her little gift shop 
on Rittenhouse Avenue 
in Bayfield.

As do most businesses in 
Bayfield, she relies upon visi-
tors — and she’s about to get 
a big boost in that foot traffic.

The Viking Octantis, a 
30,150-ton, 672-foot-long ex-
pedition cruise ship operated 
by Viking Expedition Cruis-
es, is scheduled to make its 
first stop in Bayfield at the 
end of the month as it begins 
regular visits to the port city.

Fresh off a maiden voyage 
to the Antarctic in January, 
the Octantis will set sail May 
28 from Thunder Bay, Cana-
da with a day stop in Bayfield 
on May 31 before continuing 
its journey to the Upper Pen-
insula of Michigan and on to 
Milwaukee June 4.

The ship could bring as 
many as 378 passengers to 
town during each of its seven 

stops in Bayfield this season.
“It’s kind of exciting,” 

said Frizzell. “It will be fun 
to see people from all over 
who will be on the boat. I 
think we don’t know what 
it will do in the downtown. 
I was just at the Chamber 
of Commerce 
this morn-
ing and they 
explained that 
they would be 
taking tours 
and things, so 
whether there 
will be a lot of 
people down-
town, we will 
just have to wait and see. I 
guess we don’t really know 
at this point what to antici-
pate.”

Bayfield Area Chamber of 
Commerce Marketing Direc-
tor Kati Anderson antici-
pates that the visits will be a 
boon for the economy.

“I think this is an oppor-
tunity for Bayfield to really 
show off what we have to 
offer,” she said.

Visitors will have a selec-
tion of attractions to choose 
from, including visits to the 
apple orchards and trips that 

go as far as Ashland, excur-
sions among the Apostle 
Islands and kayak outings.

They will also have a 
chance just to hang around 
downtown Bayfield.

“We really hope that they 
do that. We have a lot of 
really unique 
opportunities 
that you are 
not going to 
find on any 
of their other 
stops,” Ander-
son said. “I 
think this is an 
opportunity to 
show Bayfield 
off to a new set of visitors 
we have never had before 
and hopefully they will 
write home about it or even 
come back at a different 
time when they have more 
than a day.”

Planning for the ship’s 
arrival has been going on for 
several years. Bayfield resi-
dents should expect an old-
er, more sedate crowd than 
the party-hearty cruises 
offered by other operators.

“These cruises as known 
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When Barb Anderson was 
a little girl growing up in Iron 
River, her mother often would 
send her to pick up groceries 
at the Pomish store in the 
Mitchell Building on Main 
Street.

At the time, the Mitchell 
was one of Iron River’s most 
important commercial centers, 
housing not only the grocery 
but also a men’s and women’s 
clothing store. The Hes-
sey-Hatten Lumber Company 
built the structure in 1892 
during Iron River’s logging 
heyday.

“I can remember in the 
summertime seeing the old 
men gather out there and do 
their talking for the day, hav-
ing their cigarettes, for about 
an hour every day, you could 
count on it,” Anderson said.

Over the years, Mitchell 
building housed a bar, a thrift 
shop and a natural food store 
with apartments above. But 
for the past several years, 
it has fallen on hard times, 

sitting vacant and becoming 
a target for vandals who have 
broken in and spray-painted 
vulgar graffiti on the walls and 
caused damage to the interior.

But Iron River contractor 

Nate Johnson isn’t willing to 
surrender the historic proper-
ty to vandals or the wrecking 
ball. With the help of town 
officials, he won a Wisconsin 
Economic Development Corp. 
grant of $250,000 to help 
rebuild the Mitchell to house 
businesses and apartments.

“Growing up here, the 
Mitchell has always been 
there, but it’s been quite an 
eyesore for many years, and 
for many years I’ve been told 
that the building needed to be 
torn down, and the communi-
ty fought that,” Johnson said.

Free musical 
returns to tell 
Washburn’s 
story

Composer and performer 
Warren Nelson, who with 
Betty Ferris wrote the musi-
cal “Souvenir Views” for the 
Washburn centennial, will 
bring back the show that 
helped create the Big Top 
Chautauqua. The show will 
be free to the public May 14-
15. (Rick Olivo/Staff photo)

Historic Iron River building to be rehabbed

Iron River contractor Nate Johnson stands before the 1892 
Mitchell Building, which he plans to renovate for retail space 
and apartments. (Rick Olivo/Staff photo)

Cruise ships soon 
to visit Bayfield 

Viking Octanis to make seven stops during season

The Viking Octantis will sail from Thunder Bay, Canada to Milwaukee, stopping along the 
way in Bayfield with as many as 378 tourists aboard. The ship is scheduled to make its 
first of seven seasonal stops on May 31. (Contributed Photo)

Frizzell Anderson
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