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BY  PETER J. WASSON
pwasson@ashlanddailypress.net

Bay-Area police resumed 
searching Monday for a 
suspect who led officers on 
a chase through three coun-
ties and then fled into the 
woods near Washburn.

Police identified the sus-
pect as Seth Genereau and 
said officers in 
Iron County 
first spotted 
him Thurs-
day afternoon 
in a car that 
earlier had 
been reported 
taken during a 
carjacking in 
central Wisconsin. Officers 
chased him until he bailed 
out of the stolen vehicle 
near Washburn, starting the 
hunt that continued Monday 
morning.

“We haven’t had any sight-
ings since Friday – nothing 
over the weekend,” Bayfield 
County Sher-
iff’s Depart-
ment Chief 
Deputy Andy 
Runice said 
Monday. “So 
whether this 
guy is even out 
there still is 
hard to say.”

People who identified 
themselves on social media 
as friends and relatives of 
the suspect said Genereau, 
23, is not violent or danger-
ous.

“He is a typically a chill 
person who has a twinkle 
in his eye, a kind smile 
on his face who keeps to 
himself,” one wrote. “He is 
the child of my friends and 
as a mother my heart aches 
for them and for him. I hope 
all of you practice caution 
and offer grace because he 
clearly isn’t in his right mind 
and needs help.”

Others who said they 
were relatives wrote that 
Genereau suffers from 
schizophrenia and had some 
sort of breakdown — even 
as some local commenters 
called for Genereau to be 
killed by police or even 
wolves.

The hunt on Friday led 
administrators at Washburn 
schools to take extra safety 
precautions, closing cam-
pus and moving to indoor 
recesses.

“In close communication 
with Washburn Police, we 
kept kids in school, limited 
outdoor activities,” Super-
intendent 
Thomas Wiatr 
said Monday 
morning. “We 
did commu-
nicate with 
parents about 
the steps we 
were taking. 
We’ve since 
been given the OK to return 
to normal operations.”

BY  TOM STANKARD,
tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

Ashland Middle School 
student Leah Anderson was 
relieved finally to go out-
side for recess in the spring 
of 2021 after a long stretch 
of social distancing during 
the pandemic.

After a few days at the 
playground — if anyone 
could call a couple swing 
sets a playground — she 
got fed up with the lack of 
things for her and fellow 
students to do during their 
daily breaks.

“I would sit and 
stand,” she 
recalled.

Her friend Elvin Baca 
would try to grab one of the 
few swings available, but 
they were always hard to 
claim.

“Sometimes I climbed on 
them because I was bored 
out of my mind,” he said.

Leah, Elvin and their 
friend Tabatha Lawver 
decided the school needed a 
new recreation area, but they 
had no idea how to start or 
where to find money for one.

Their teacher, Amanda 
Popovich, who now works 
for CESA 12, heard them 

talking 

about their dream and 
helped them determine first 
if other kids even wanted a 
new playground.

They sent the entire stu-
dent body a Google survey 
and found they weren’t 
alone. The vast majority of 
their peers wanted to new 
playground equipment to 
enhance their social time 
with other during recess, 
Popovich said.

Anderson and company 
got to work asking students 
about what new equipment 
should be added. Other kids 
said they wanted places to 
sit and hangout in the shade, 
jungle gyms and swings.

BY  TOM STANKARD,
tstankard@ashlanddialypress.net

What started as an idea to consolidate local 
hospitals under one roof has led to a half cen-
tury of care to the Bay Area.

Memorial Medical Center in 
Ashland was built on the legacy 
of the services that were here 
before it arrived — and on hard 
work by staff and providers 
every day for the past half-cen-
tury, CEO Jason Douglas said.

“We are our community and 
our community is us. I am proud 
that we’re dedicated to providing great local 
healthcare for many years to come,” he said.

To celebrate its golden anniversary, MMC 
will host an Oct. 1 party at the hospital, with 
the entire community invited.

“The celebration is a way to honor the past 
— especially seen in the pre-MMC history 
wall panels — and to celebrate what’s next 
as we continue on as a strong, independent, 
critical access hospital,” MMC Marketing Spe-
cialist Abby Miller said, referring to a project 
underway to create a wall of photos tracing 
the hospital’s history.
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Students design Ashland’s 
newest playground

ABOVE: Ashland seventh-graders play on a new playground that was designed by stu-
dents, now moved on to high school, who persuaded administrators that their old play 
equipment wasn’t cutting it. BELOW: The new playground features climbing equipment 
in signature Oredocker purple and gold, and space for kids to sit and hang out in the 
shade. (Tom Stankard/Staff photos)

MMC plans 50th anniversary party

Dr. William Tucker and other local physicians 
helped organize a fundraising campaign that 
helped build Memorial Medical Center 50 
years ago. (Contributed photo)
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