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PARK FALLS — The 
Chequamegon High School 
Girls Basketball program 
is on hiatus due to a player 
shortage that has exacerbated 
a separate but simultaneous 
matter involving the dismiss-
al of the coach over a social 
media posting.

Coach Nathan Schultz 
said he was dismissed for 
the remainder of the year 
even though legally he was 
not under contract. He is 
still a supporter of various 
programs and activities and 
is not considered banned or 
fired from the school.

Chequamegon School 
District Administrator Kyle 
Cronan did not go into detail 
but would confirm that 
“Coach Schultz is no lon-
ger with the Chequamegon 
School District.” The girls 
basketball program does not 
currently have enough players 
to field a team, “and so we are 
adjusting the schedule,” he 
said.

The series of events have 
left Schultz “disappointed 
with the way things ended.” 
The word “scandal” has been 
used to describe the situation 
and that carries a stigma in 
a small town and doesn’t tell 
the story, he said.

Coach 
dismissed 

over TikTok 
video
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SOMO — On the early morn-
ing of Jan. 16, several area fire 
departments responded to a 
structure fire at W11069 U.S. 8 
in the town of Somo, where the 
BP gas station and convenience 
store was already found to be 
engulfed in smoke and flames by 
the earliest responders arrived 
after the 4:01 a.m. dispatch call 
from the Lincoln County Sheriff ’s 
Office Communications Center, 
according to the press release 
posted on the Tomahawk Fire 
Department Facebook page.

With heavy smoke moving to-
ward the roof line of the building, 
an automatic mutual aid was dis-
patched from the Nokomis Fire 
Department for a full response. 
The Tomahawk Fire Depart-
ment responded with Engine 3, 
Engine 5, Rescue 1 and Tender 6. 
Firefighters started suppression 
efforts on the interior, but exited 
as the structure was becoming 
quickly unstable and hazardous.

Due to the size and growing 
complexity of the fire, command 
upgraded the response as part 
of the Mutual Aid Box Alarm 
System. Other responding units 
included the Little Rice Fire 
and Emergency Support Unit, 
Prentice Fire, Crescent Fire, 
Corning Fire, Rhinelander Fire, 
Lincoln County Sheriff ’s Office 
and Tomahawk EMS. Hazelhurst 
Fire was requested for a change 
of quarters and responded to the 

Nokomis Fire Department for 
stand by and Merrill EMS also 
stood by in Tomahawk to ensure 
EMS coverage.

Ladder 1 from Rhinelander Fire 
was utilized to access the roof 
and areas of the building that 
were unreachable by firefighters. 
An excavator was utilized to clear 
parts of the building.

The Lincoln County Highway 
Department assisted throughout 
the incident in keeping U.S. 8 

sanded and salted, which helped 
to prevent the highway from hav-
ing to be closed at any point.

The cause of the fire is un-
known at this time, but does not 
appear to be suspicious, accord-
ing to the press release. No inju-
ries were reported at any point. 
All fire units cleared from the 
scene at approximately 12 p.m.

Tomahawk Fire Chief Paul 
Winter described the scene as a 
collective effort between Lincoln 

County MABAS Division 155, 
Oneida County Division 114 and 
Price County Division 149. He 
credited the various departments 
and resources that responded to 
the early morning incident for 
an outcome without injury or 
further damage.

“In incidents like this, a pre-
planned, collaborative response 
through the MABAS system leads 
to a smooth and safe response 
for all involved,” Winter stated.

Fire destroys Tripoli BP 

SuBMITTEd PhOTO

Firefighters from several area fire departments fight an early morning fire Jan. 16 at the Tripoli 
BP gas station and convenience store in Lincoln County. The were no injuries reported and the 
structure is reported to be destroyed.
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PHILLIPS — WinterFest is a seasonal 
favorite time for many people for different 
reasons. Whether a snowshoer, a snowmo-
biler, an ice angler, a skater, or a dozen other 
activities, the whole aim of this flexible and 
evolving annual winter event is to have 
something for everyone, said Laura Palzkill, 
executive director of the Phillips Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. The chamber has been 
organizing this event for years, she said, and 
events come and go while some have been 
with it all along.

“We want to be able to reach out to the 
whole community,” Palzkill said. “Maybe not 
everything appeals to everyone but the idea 
is to have something for everyone.”

FRIDAY JAN. 27
Luau

5 to 7 p.m.
Phillips Community Pool
990 Flambeau Ave.
Of course there are people who want only 

for winter to end and for the warm sum-

mer days to return. But even winter lovers 
appreciate the inviting sounds of the ukulele, 
the gentle trade winds of the Pacific and the 
aloha of the Hawaiian spirit.

Hanna Larson, director of the Phillips 
Community Pool, organizes the Luau to 
be held during WinterFest to provide a bit 
of contrast or if just a warm night before 

heading out to the snow and ice once 
more.

Candlelight Walk
6 to 8 p.m.
Wisconsin Concrete Park
N8236 State Highway 13
The Wisconsin Concrete Park’s annual 

Candlelight walk offers a way to appreciate 
the unique and historic site and to experi-
ence the trail system behind that park that is 
also celebrated.

“We will have the ice luminaries and 
lanterns lighting up our nature trail for par-
ticipants to walk through,” said Ann Grzywn-
owicz, operations manager for the Friends 
of Fred Smith. “We will also have a bonfire 
going, and hot dogs and hot chocolate in our 
studio building.”

For more information on the Candlelight 
walk, call 715-339-7282.

SATURDAY JAN 28
Ice Fishing Tournament

6 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Chain of Lakes

WinterFest Weekend approaches
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Participants of the 2022 Phillips Flurry 
snowshoe races start out in pursuit of 
their 5K and 10K goals in their respective 
age groups. The annual event will be part 
of the 2023 Phillips WinterFest from Jan. 
27-29. 
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PHILLIPS — The Phillips Com-
mittee of the Whole approved a 
two-year solid waste and recy-
cling contract with Waste Man-
agement at the Jan. 10 meeting. 
The 4-0 roll call vote came with 
member Richard Heitkemper 
absent.

Prior to approval there was 
discussion with residents present 
who were concerned that elderly 
and single occupant homes 
would not find it cost-effective to 
pay a monthly fee for bins they 
may not fill, as compared to the 
sticker system for plastic bags of 
the previous contract. The com-

mittee members urged residents 
to consider doubling up with 
neighbors or relatives if this was 
the case to reduce costs.

The committee also ensured 
that Waste Management would 
honor the parks and camp-
grounds pickup that was includ-
ed in the previous contract.

Residents are billed $16 
monthly for garbage service 
directly from the city’s contract-
ed garbage company, Waste 
Management. The recycling 
service will remain free as the 
city assumes the cost of a second 
recycling bin at no additional 
charge to residents to ensure 
people will be compliant with 

state law that forbids recyclable 
items in the landfills.

In the public safety reports, 
Phlllips Fire David Lontcoski 
said the department recorded 89 
finished calls in 2022, which is an 
8% increase over 75 during the 
same period in 2021.

He said the department will 
adjust its personal protective 
equipment order regarding air 
packs due to an anticipated 8% 
increase in price by the time 
the order would have been 
placed. The fire department has 
a replacement schedule for a 
few bottles every couple years in 
order to remain compliant with 
regulations.

An engine will be sent to 
Chippewa Falls maintenance.and 
depending on the inspection a 
pump will be able to be repaired, 
or will be more cost-effective to 
be replaced, he said. The depart-
ment would also like to move 
toward purchasing a new engine 
in 2025, he said.

In his report, Phillips Police 
Chief Michael Hauschild said 
there were 130 calls for service in 
December 2022, which is a slight 
increase over 124 in December 
2021. There were a total of 1,827 
calls for service in all of 2022, 
which is a decrease from 2,020 
calls in 2021, he said.

Phillips approves solid waste contract
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