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Ashland Daily Press

The woman killed when 
her car collided with anoth-
er driven by state Sen. Janet 
Bewley in July was traveling 
at 100 mph immediately 
before the crash, according 
to police reports.

Police also found a vape 
pen loaded with Delta8, a 
substance related to mari-
juana, in the car driven by 
Alyssa Ortman, according to 
reports obtained by the Dai-
ly Press under state open-re-
cords law.

Ortman and her 5-year-old 
daughter, Khaleesi Fink, both 
of Pennsylvania, were killed 
in the crash that happened 
when Bewley pulled from the 
Maslowski Beach parking lot 
onto Highway 2 and into the 
path of Ortman’s car. Ortman 
hit Bewley’s car then car-
omed across the highway and 
into the path of an SUV driv-
en by Jodi Munson of Wash-
burn, according to police.

The reports obtained by 
the Daily Press comprise 
hundreds of photos, surveil-
lance video from businesses 
near the July 22 crash scene, 
a recording of a police inter-
view of Bewley and inspec-
tion reports on every vehicle 
involved in the crash. Blood 
samples revealed Bewley 
was completely sober at the 
time of the crash; results of 
Ortman’s blood test were 
not included.

The most revealing in-
formation is taken from the 
computer controls of the 
vehicles, which show that 
Ortman’s 2019 Honda Civic 
was traveling at 100.04 mph 
a half second before the 
crash, when she first applied 
her brakes and attempted to 
swerve. The speed limit in 
the area is 45 mph.

Just before the collision, 
Ortman lifted her foot off 
the accelerator and began 
braking, the report said. 
Her car still was traveling 
at 91 mph at impact, it said. 
Munson was going about 49 
mph when Ortman’s car hit 
her SUV.

Video of the Civic travel-
ing down Lake Shore Drive 
just before the crash, taken 
from a nearby business’s 
surveillance system, shows 
the Honda speeding far 
faster than other traffic. A 
second video shows the 
Civic after it glanced off 
of Bewley’s car as it slams 
violently into Munson’s ve-
hicle in the oncoming lane. 
Even after the collision, the 
Honda is moving faster than 
other traffic in the video.

BY  RICK OLIVO
rolivo@ashlanddailypress.net

Washburn officials are 
reeling after organizers of 
the 26th annual Book Across 
the Bay ski and snowshoe 
trek announced that the Feb. 
28 event no longer will end 
in the city.

In a brief letter to Wash-
burn officials, organizers 
said the fiscally respon-
sible move will have the 
Book both start and end in 
Ashland. The event, which 
routinely draws thousands 
of local and visitor par-
ticipants, will run across 
Chequamegon Bay to Bird 
Island, a small outcrop just 
off Washburn, and 
then back to Ashland. 
The new course is 
about 11 kilometers, 
roughly 1 kilometer 
longer than the previ-
ous course.

Washburn Mayor 
Mary Motiff said 
Book organizers 
abruptly dumped Washburn 

after City Council members 
on Oct. 10 voted to ask race 
organizers to contribute 
money to offset costs asso-
ciated with the event.

“The city can’t even 
afford to have a recreation 
department anymore. 
We’ve had to cut and 
cut and cut over the 
years to just stay 
afloat,” she said.

Motiff said recent 
Book events cost the 
city between $4,181 in 
2022, when there was 
no post-race party 
because of the pandemic, to 
$6,545 in 2020. The expens-
es cover police and medical 

personnel, garbage 
clean-up and other 
costs associated with 
the parties and beer 
tents hosted around 
the finish line.

“That kind of 
money does have 
an effect,” she said. 
“It is kind of a big 

deal and we need to treat 
all events the same. When 

we are charging a foot-
ball game for EMS to be 
there, we have to have all 
non-profits pay a fee for 
that kind of service.”

Book Across the Bay orga-
nizers countered that paying 

several thousand 
dollars to Washburn 
would threaten the 
event’s future. Orga-
nizer Andy Matheus 
said that while Wash-
burn’s reimburse-
ment request was not 
the only reason for 
the change, it was a 

big factor.
“It became really clear 

that in order to keep the 
longevity and sustainability 
of the event going, we need-
ed to make some changes,” 
Matheus said.

Matheus went on to say 
that the Book already has 
lost money some years and 
couldn’t afford to pay Wash-
burn for providing munici-
pal services.

BY  TOM STANKARD
tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

As Seanette Corkill strolled 
through downtown Ashland 
Tuesday evening, she had 
to admit she wasn’t entirely 
comfortable.

“It feels a little scary,” 
she said as she walked past 
NorthLakes Clinic and nearby 
alleys.

“It feels like a long way to 
the street light,” she said. “I 
could see (NorthLakes Clinic) 
adding lights every 12 feet 
or so, ‘cause if I’m someone 
visiting the clinic and park 
here, I would have to walk 
the whole way. It would be an 
amenity to have a nice lighted 
pathway all the way to the 
front door.”

Those sorts of suggestions 
are precisely what Ashland’s 
Main Street Board was look-
ing for when it invited Corkill 
to visit downtown and make 

suggestions on how business 
owners could attract more 
customers.

Driver in 
Bewley crash 
going 100 
mph, police 
reports say 

More Information
To see original documents 

and video compiled by the 
State Patrol, visit this story 
on our website.

See CRASH • PAGE A5

Shedding light on downtown
Expert offers 
tips to bring 
more business

Retail and lighting Expert Seanette Corkill leads a group of 
Ashland business owners on a tour of Main Street Tuesday to 
offer tips on drawing more customers to the heart of the city. 
(Tom Stankard/Staff photo)

U-TURN 
Book Across the Bay drops Washburn 

The Book Across the Bay ski and snowshoe race that draws about 4,000 participants 
will now begin and end in Ashland. Organizers made the change to save money and after 
Washburn officials asked for several thousand dollars to cover their expenses related to 
the race. (File photo)
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