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A pair of developments 
in Washburn and Bayfield 
moved forward this week 
with approvals from the 
Bayfield County Board.

Cinnaire Solutions, a 
Michigan-based developer, 
received approval to devel-
op a $10 million housing 
project on 9.5 acres of coun-
ty-owned land in the city 
of Washburn. Cinnaire had 
earlier been selected from 
five candidates by the coun-
ty’s Executive Committee to 
build the project, but board 
approval was needed for 
Cinnaire to be eligible for 
tax credits from the Wiscon-
sin Housing and Economic 
Development Authority.

In addition, the board 
approved a memorandum of 
understanding between the 
county and 200 Rittenhouse 
Avenue, a company that 
wants to restore and rede-
velop the historic St. James 
Hotel property in Bayfield’s 
downtown for use as a bou-
tique hotel and lounge to be 
known as St. James Social.

The county has applied 
for $250,000 in grants from 
the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corp. to assist 
with the project. Those 
funds require an equal dollar 
match from other sources, 
which the memorandum of 
understanding said would be 
more than satisfied by public 
and private investment in 
the project.

Speaking remotely to 
board members, St. James 
Social project manager 
Annalisa Bermel said she 
has been working on doing 
a proper historic restoration 
of the property for about a 
year.

“We are really close to 
being able to start on con-
struction,” she said, saying 
that the WEDC grant was 
“absolutely critical” to tak-
ing a building of its size and 
dilapidated condition and 
converting it into a business 
that makes economic sense.

She said that the project 
has been working with the 
state historic preservation 
office and the National Park 
Service to ensure that the 
building’s historic integrity 
was honored.

“WEDC has been general-
ly supportive of this project 
because of its ability to 
revitalize an otherwise un-
derutilized structure down-
town, creating more jobs,” 
she said.

The board also unani-
mously approved selection 
of Cinnaire to develop the 
housing project in Wash-
burn. Cinnaire Solutions 
Development Manager 
Jerrell Harris told the board 
that his firm was immediate-
ly interested in the project 
when they saw the request 
for proposals.
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tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

Wisconsin State Patrol 
Trooper Andrew Seitz was 
driving along Lake Shore 
Drive in Ashland and acti-
vated his radar. Within sec-
onds, he had his first pinch: 
A motorist going 44 mph in 
a 25-mph zone near Prentice 
Avenue.

The stretch of Highway 
2 running through Ashland 
has become notorious for 
the number of motorists 
who use it more as a runway 
than a road. The problem 
was brought into tragic 
relief earlier this year when 
a woman and her daugh-
ter were killed when they 
slammed into a car driven 
by state Sen. Janet Bewley. 
State Patrol crash recon-
struction experts found that 
the woman was driving at 
100 mph just before impact.

Police — both local and 
state — said they try to 
monitor traffic on the road 
and write citations. But they 
also said other responsi-
bilities make it difficult to 
patrol Highway 2 as often as 
they would like.

That’s what Seitz was 
doing Wednesday morning 

— with an Ashland Daily 
Press reporter in his squad 
to try to assess just how bad 
the problem is.

After handing that first 
motorist a ticket for driv-
ing 10 mph over the speed 
limit, Seitz went back to 

patrolling near Maslowski 
Beach.

Again, it was moments 
before he pulled over a mo-
torist traveling 67 mph.

He cut the driver a break 
with a warning because a 
passenger reportedly was 
late for an appointment. 
Heading back toward town, 
again he caught a driver 
near McDonald’s going 43 
mph in a 25 mph zone.

This time, he handed out 
a citation.

In a matter of about 90 
minutes, Seitz issued two 
tickets and two warnings to 
motorists on Highway 2 — a 
“light day,” he said.

“I cited one for going 70 
in a 45 mph zone recent-
ly. It’s pretty consistent 
day-to-day,” he said. “I’m 
handing out between three 
and seven citations every 
day. I don’t do it to hand out 
tickets. I do this to make the 
road safer.”
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Music and the other acts 
that keep crowds of people 
coming to Big Top Chautau-
qua will now be available 
year-round with the opening 
of a new entertainment venue 
to be known as The Back-
stage.

The new performance 
center will be at the Big Top 
headquarters, box office and 
gift shop at 84810 Highway 
13, just south of Bayfield. 
The newly remodeled build-
ing, formerly known as the 
Northern Edge and Fore ‘n 
Aft restaurant, has been oc-
cupied by Big Top for about a 
year, while final renovations 
including work on The Back-
stage were completed.

The new venue will be in-
augurated Dec. 16 and 17 with 
three performances by the 
Big Top house band, the Blue 
Canvas Orchestra.

“I think this is going to be 
the new year-round home 
of the Blue Canvas Orches-
tra,” said Big Top Executive 
Director Terry Matier. “They 
perform up on the big stage 

in the summer, but they re-
hearse all of their shows, and 
they will be able to rehearse 
with their professional stage 
sound and lighting setup 
here, and they will be able to 
do performances in the off 
season.”

Bayfield Co. 
developments 
get green light 
Washburn housing, 
Bayfield hotel projects 
move forward 
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Big Top adds new venue  
for year-round shows

Big Top Chautauqua Executive Director Terry Matier at the 
new Big Top events center, The Backstage. The performance 
venue will have its inaugural shows on Dec. 16 and 17 with 
shows by the Blue Canvas Orchestra. (Rick Olivo/Staff photo)

If You Go
Show times for the Blue 

Canvas Orchestra performanc-
es are Friday, Dec. 16 at 7 p.m.; 
Saturday, Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Tickets go on sale Nov. 
21 at www.bigtop.org or at 
715-373-5552.

Testing the limits  
Police trying to address speed on Highway 2 

Wisconsin State Trooper 
Andrew Seitz speaks with a 
motorist caught speeding 
on Lake Shore Drive West 
in Ashland Wednesday. 
BELOW: Police are trying to 
do more to monitor speed on 
Lake Shore Drive in Ashland 
with additional patrols and 
radar signs that tell drivers 
how fast they’re going. (Tom 
Stankard/Staff photos)
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