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BY  RICK OLIVO
rolivo@ashlanddailypress.net

Randy Erickson’s 2020 
murder of neighbor Michael 
Kinney has stirred controver-
sy from the moment Bayfield 
County District Attorney 
Kim Lawton filed homicide 
charges against him.

Almost im-
mediately, “We 
support Randy” 
signs bloomed 
in yards across 
the county. 
Many of those 
same support-
ers weighed in 
on the Daily 
Press Facebook page during 
coverage of his trial. More 
than 100 comments, most of 
them defending Erickson and 
criticizing the judge, Lawton 
and the Daily Press coverage 
of the case, have been posted 
so far.

Erickson, 65, was convicted 
Aug. 4 of shooting Kinney 
following a confrontation 
outside Kinney’s home after 
his wife, Sue Erickson, told 
her husband that Kinney had 
knocked her to the ground 
and kicked her during an ear-
lier incident. The final con-
frontation came after years 
of mutual hostility between 
Kinney and Erickson.

The Daily Press turned to 
legal experts at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison 
and Marquette University, in-
cluding former state Supreme 
Court Justice Janine Geske, 
who weighed in on some of 
the questions and criticisms 
raised by readers about the 
trial:

Did Washburn County 
Circuit Court Judge Ange-
line Winton, who presided 
over the trial, exceed her 
authority when she sent 
jurors back to deliberate 
three times when they 
were deadlocked?

“The judge has discretion 
on that,” said Geske. “It is 
routine if the jury comes back 
once to ask them to go back 
and try again, 
that no other 
jury is going to 
be better situat-
ed to decide.”

Geske said 
nothing in the 
law prohibits 
a judge from 
sending a jury 
back for a second or even 
third time, if the judge thinks 
that jurors might be capable 
of reaching a verdict.

“If they come back and say 
they are hopelessly dead-
locked and are never going to 
reach a verdict, then it gets 
to a point where you should 
stop. But there is no magic 
in two times or three times,” 
she said.

Marquette University law 
Professor Michael O’Hear 
said he wasn’t surprised to 
learn that after being sent 
back a third time, jurors re-
turned a verdict of guilty on 
a lesser charge than prosecu-
tors filed — second-degree 
homicide rather than first-de-
gree.

BY  TOM STANKARD,
tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

Over the past 10 years, 
Washburn native Rob 
Greenfield has lived off the 
grid in a tiny house, trav-
eled with no money, went a 
year without showering and 
grew or foraged 100% of his 
food for a year.

But it was his latest stunt to 
draw attention to consumer-
ism and its impact on the en-
vironment that really turned 
heads — and stomachs.

Greenfield, who credits 
his Ashland parents and 
teachers for encouraging 
his environmental activ-
ism, gathered all the trash 
he created in a month and 
wove it into a suit of clothes 
— and then wore it every-
where as he went about life 
in Los Angeles.

Living in the metropolis 
of L.A. and surrounded by 4 
million other people helped 
Greenfield better appreci-
ate his northern Wisconsin 

home, where he grew up 
fishing on Lake Superior, ex-
ploring ravines and wander-
ing through the woods.

“I am very fortunate to 
have grown up in such a 
beautiful place with pristine 
water and nice people,” he 
said.

But pristine water and 

the rest of the environment 
are threatened by the way 
Americans live, he said. And 
he’s on a one-man mission 
to change that — even if 
that means wearing yester-
day’s yogurt container as 
today’s outerwear.

BY  PETER J. WASSON
pwasson@ashlanddailypress.net

In the water, it looks like 
nothing so much as an over-
sized, blaze-orange kayak — 
but with a 20-foot composite 
sail towering over it.

That sail is packed with 
sensors and computers, and a 
sophisticated sonar device is 
stored in the hull. There’s no 
one sitting on deck paddling 
because the boat actually is a 
drone — a drone that could 
be key to assessing the health 
of Lake Superior and its fishes 
for years to come.

Two of the drones, piloted 
remotely from California, will 
spend the next 30 days tack-
ing back and forth across the 
waters of Chequamegon Bay 
and other sections of lower 
Lake Superior, measuring ev-
erything about the water and 
the life beneath it. One has 
been sailing near the Apostle 
Islands since the weekend, 
and the other set sail from 
Ashland Tuesday morning.

Data collected from the 
drones will be combined 
with measurements collect-
ed from another sensor, this 
one a blaze-orange, autono-
mous torpedo that will cruise 

about 40 meters beneath the 
surface, to give scientists a 
never-before-seen assessment 
of the lake’s waters.
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Drones to give new glimpse  
of life under Lake Superior 

A wind- and solar-powered drone is towed to its release point 
off Ashland’s shore Tuesday. Two of the remotely piloted 
drones will spend the next 30 days cruising Lake Superior and 
collecting data on the lake’s health and the fish beneath its 
surface. (Peter J. Wasson/Staff photo)
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A life thrown away 
Washburn native turns anti-consumerism activist 

Washburn native Robert Greenfield has dedicated his life to environmental activism and 
dramatic efforts to call attention to American consumerism. Most recently, he collected 
all the garbage he created in a month and made it into a suit of clothes, drawing more 
than a few confused stares from passersby. (Contributed photo by Sierra Ford)

Greenfield’s trash suit ended up weighing 72 pounds as he 
added daily waste to it. And he wore it everywhere — even 
on a date. (Contributed photo by Sierra Ford)
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