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PHILLIPS — The city of 
Phillips Committee of the 
Whole met on May 3 to 
hear presentations regard-
ing a possible fire agree-
ment with a township and 
a potential study to consid-
er a new hotel.

Jim Hanson, chair of 
the Harmony Board of 
Supervisors, was present 
at the meeting to express 
interest in an agreement to 
have the city provide fire 
services for the township. 
If approved, the transi-
tion would occur in 2023, 
giving time to work out 
the agreement and to place 
the idea on the ballot for 
the Harmony residents to 
consider.

The council meeting is 
the first step, Hanson said. 
The town must first check 
to see if the city of Philips 
would outright accept or 
deny the request before 
requesting an agenda item 
on the matter at the next 
Phillips Fire District on 
July 18.
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PHILLIPS — A semi-retired 
pastor restoring a Flambeau 
cabin, said he felt a calling to 
serve again, and a Phillips con-
gregation agreed.

The Rev. Dean A. Arbs was 
installed as pastor of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Phillips 
on April 18. He served as a 
temporary pastor for a year 
while the church’s synod 
affiliation, North American 
Lutheran Church, considered 
allowing a minister from the 
American Association of 
Lutheran Churches synod to 
serve as a full time pastor.

The St. John’s board and 
pastoral search committee 
met extensively with Arbs 
and favored his selection. The 
NALC allowed a one-year 
contract in November 2020, 
and as the colloquy process 
for full time transition stalled 
on doctrinal differences, the 
synod agreed to a pastoral 
installation.

“So we’re really thankful for 

that,” Arbs said.
Shane Roberts, president 

of the church council, and 
Kevin Johnson, who headed 
the search committee, said the 
church was fortunate to find 
another pastor after the Rev. 
Glenn Sokoloski left in 2019. 
The congregation of 125 fami-
lies was strong but was reduced 
to biweekly services from 

visiting clergy and a two year 
search slowed further with the 
pandemic.

It was uncommon for the 
synod to agree to a non-NALC 
minister, Roberts said.

“It’s the Holy Spirit at work,” 
Roberts said of Arbs’ life jour-
ney that brought him to the 
church.

The Rev. Thomas Rife served 

as pastor for 28 years until 
retiring in 2015. Rife has since 
become dean for the NALC in 
Northern Wisconsin and was 
present to install Arbs in April.

Just a year ago the church 
was seeking candidates and 
Arbs was in town running er-
rands and just kind of showed 
up at the door, Johnson said. 
His neighbors mentioned the 
vacancy here, and Arbs said 
he had no intention of serving 
full time again — but that he 
knew he was getting the call.

Roberts and Kevin Johnson 
worked on the call committee 
together and agreed to lunch 
with Arbs.

“When he first showed up, 
we didn’t really know much 
about his background, and 
we were a little bit cautious, I 
would say maybe even slightly 
skeptical,” Roberts said. “Then, 
once Kevin and I got to know 
him and started to build a rela-
tionship, it was extremely good 
and he just won us over almost 
instantly.”
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PHILLIPS — The Phillips 
Elementary School students have 
participated in annual Arbor Day 
tree plantings for many years 
but there was something special 
about the 2022 planting on May 4.

The fourth graders and teachers 
Victoria Spacek, Kristin Hicker-
son and Blake Edwards, walked to 
the high school campus to plant 
two apple trees near the student 
garden at the intersection of 
Flambeau Avenue and Kimball 
Street. The area was recently 
improved to add new sidewalks 
to follow the school extension 
project that will allow the elemen-
tary school to move over to the 
campus in the fall.

The students planted the two 

apple trees near a sidewalk where 
they will often walk past as stu-
dents, he said. The hope is that 
they will remember these trees as 
adults.

“We kind of made a big deal 
about telling them to keep an eye 
on these two trees here,” Edwards 
said. “They’ll be able to watch 
them grow throughout their life, 
and hopefully, the kids will stay in 
this area and keep an eye on these 
trees and bring their kids back to 
look at them too.”

The staff and students also 
enjoy events like this where they 
are able to take part in activities 
out in the community, he said. 
Some of the city workers were 
his former students and spoke of 
planting trees back in their day, 
he said.
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Arbs installed as pastor of Saint John Lutheran
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The Rev. Dean A. Arbs, pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Phillips, in the church just before Holy Week on April 6. He was 
installed as pastor on April 18.
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Members of the Phillips Volunteer Fire Department conduct a controlled brush burn on the hill near the railroad tracks and 
Duroy Lake just below the Phillips Area Chamber of Commerce office on Thursday evening. The area is between South Lake 
Avenue and Park Drive, between Maple and Oak streets. The department conducted a similar burn on the north end of Phillips 
earlier in the week.

BRUSH BURN IN PHILLIPS

Students plant ‘new beginning’ trees
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Phillips Elementary School fourth-graders watch Richard 
Windmoeller, city tree committee member, check the 
placement of an apple tree before they fill the hole with 
dirt on May 4, as part of a “New Beginnings” themed Ar-
bor Day celebration at the high school campus where the 
elementary school will be moving into later this year.
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