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Demolition of the old 
Broke Down Palace Build-
ing in Washburn to make 
way for a new brewpub 
has been delayed from its 
planned Oct. 1 start date.

Developer Badger Col-
ish said the delay comes 
as he awaits a grant from 
the Wisconsin Econom-
ic Development Corp. 
to help pay for asbestos 
abatement in 
the building, 
which must 
be completed 
before demo-
lition can take 
place.

“What hap-
pened is that 
we became 
eligible for an additional 
grant and when grants 
are available, you need to 
pursue them, especially 
in today’s climate,” Colish 
said. “We could not even 
submit that grant until July 
first, the beginning of the 
new fiscal year.”

The grant process was 
done entirely online and 
the Lost Apostle Brewery 
and Brewpub submission 
was one of the first at-
tempted under a new sys-
tem being used by WEDC.

“We met several bugs in 
trying to submit our appli-
cation,” he said.

Thus the submission 
was delayed until Aug. 2. 
After an eight-week review 
process, a $150,000 grant 
to do the asbestos removal 
was approved. Colish has 
already acquired a $30,000 
match required to obtain 
the grant.

Colish said the final cost 
of removing the building is 
not yet known, but clearing 
the structure of asbestos 
found in floor tile and pipe 
insulation was a crucial 
first step.

Colish said there were 
no remaining hold-ups 
in plans to redevelop the 
property on Washburn’s 
downtown Bayfield Ave-
nue.

He said the abatement 
process was slated to begin 
Oct. 24, and the process 
of building demolition is 
weather dependent.

The work is slated to be 
done by ACCT, Inc. of Clo-
quet, Minn., which special-
izes in hazardous material 
abatement in commercial 
and residential buildings.

Colish will appear before 
the Washburn City Coun-
cil at its Oct. 11 meeting 
asking to adjust the time-
line the city approved in 
March.

“We are going to move 
as fast as we are able. The 
bottom line is that there is 
nothing we can do to move 
this forward any faster,” he 
said. “We have done every-
thing we possibly can.”
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When she 
first saw 
it, Rebecka 

Jolma had no idea 
what the critter 
crossing the road 
near her rural 
Marengo home was.

“I remember thinking, 
‘That is a huge bear,’” she 
said. “Then I thought it was 
a horse, but nobody around 
here has any horses. But 
then I realized it wasn’t ei-
ther a bear or a horse, it was 
a moose.”

Pulling her car to the side 
of Government Road, she 
started shooting video on 
her phone. The young bull 
moose obligingly sauntered 
over, seemingly complete-
ly unafraid, and lingered a 
while, crossing right in front 
of her vehicle before trot-
ting off into the woods.

Jolma was so amazed that 
when she got home she 
called the Department of 
Natural Resources.

“I thought maybe it 
escaped from some zoo 
somewhere,” she said with 
a laugh.

She was told that no, it 
wasn’t moose on the loose 
from a zoo, but was most 
likely a visitor from the Up-
per Peninsula of Michigan 
or possibly from Minnesota.

Eddie Shea, the DNR’s 
wildlife biologist for Ash-
land and Bayfield counties, 
said a small and variable 
population of moose — 
probably 20 to 50 animals 
— does live in Wisconsin 
and though they are seldom 
seen for much of the year, 
bulls do become more visi-

ble in the fall during mating 
season.

“Typically what you will 
see are young males that are 
going out on their own and 
looking for reproductive 
opportunities,” he said.

Shea said any moose 
sighting causes a stir — and 
a rash of calls to the DNR.

“In general, I am not sur-
prised to hear periodic re-
ports about them,” he said. 
“Especially the young bulls 
are going out and trying to 
find potential partners and 
they do that by putting on 
miles.”

The Upper Peninsula herd 
of moose comprises about 
500 animals and continues 
to expand slowly. In Minne-
sota, the population is much 
larger — 3,400 to 6,700 ani-
mals — and remains stable 
following a steep decline 
some years ago.

“So it’s not surprising 
that they come down here, 
checking the area out,” Shea 
said.

But range as he might, 
the young bull isn’t likely to 
contributed to a surge in the 
local moose population.

“Northern Wisconsin is 
probably naturally on the 
southern range of moose, 
anyway, and then you have 
brainworm and climate 
change that presents chal-
lenges to moose,” he said.

Brainworm is a parasite 
carried by whitetail deer. 
While it has little effect 
on them, it can have se-
vere neurological effects 
on moose, leading to their 
deaths. So where deer num-
bers are high, moose tend to 
be scarce, Shea said.
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For the past 70 years, the 
crews of the Everett’s Fisheries 
of Port Wing have plied the 
frigid waters of Lake Superi-
or, wresting nets full of cisco 
chubs, lake trout, herring and 
whitefish from the big lake.

A third generation of the 
Port Wing fishing clan es-
tablished by Everett Johnson 
continues to fish and produce 
the smoked fish and Jeff John-
son intends to keep that tra-
dition alive. To back up that 
determination, he recently 
purchased a new fishing boat, 
the Avis J, to add to Everett’s 
two-vessel fleet.

Well, new to them at least.
According to the Historical 

Collection of the Great Lakes, 
maintained by Bowling Green 
University in Bowling Green, 
Ohio, the 50.33 foot-long, 12-
ton boat was built by Paasch 

Marine Service of Erie, Pa. 
in 1950, making it two years 
older than Everett’s Fisheries. 
It was manufactured for the 
Barcelona Fish Company of 
Erie, which operated it for 
a decade before selling it 
to a commercial fisherman 
operating out of Two Harbors 

on Lake Michigan. He fished 
with the tug from 1960 to 1974 
before selling it to the Susie 
Q. Fish Company of Two Har-
bors, which operated the Avis 
J for 48 years before selling it 
to Johnson.

Brokedown 
Palace 
demolition 
delayed

Colish

Everett’s Fisheries adds to fleet
Avis J comes 
aboard for  
70th anniversary

Everett’s Fisheries skipper Chris Johnson stands next to the 
company’s latest addition, the Avis J. Built in 1950, the fishing 
tug is being readied to take to Lake Superior. (Rick Olivo/staff 
photo)

Rare moose on the 
loose in Marengo
DNR biologist says 
young bull likely  
a Michigan visitor

A young bull moose was caught on video by Marengo res-
ident Rebecka Jolma. The moose approached her car and 
showed no fear as it trotted near her vehicle. Moose are 
rarely seen in the area, and this one likely is a young male 
seeking a mate. (Contributed photo by Rebecka Jolma)
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