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Thursday Friday

For Wednesday, Sept. 21 it will be 
mostly sunny with a high near 64, 
breezy with gust up to 25 mph, 
and at night the low will fall to 39. 
Thursday, Sept. 22, it will be mostly 
sunny again with a high near 58 with 
gust of wind up to 15 mph and at 
night the low will hit 34 with patchy 
frost. Friday, Sept. 23, there is a 
chance of showers before 1 a.m., with 
patchy frost before 8 a.m., and then a 
mostly cloudy day with a high of 59 
and gusts up to 20 mph, and at night 
the low will be around 45 with gust 
of wind up to 20 mph. Saturday, Sept. 
24, Fall Fest, there is a slight chance 
for showers for a mostly cloudy day 
with a high near 66 and gust up to 
15 mph, and at night the low will be 
around 46 with a chance of showers. 
Sunday, Sept. 25, there is a chance of 
showers for a partly sunny day with a 
high near 60 and gust up to 25 mph, 
and a low at night of 42 with gust up 
to 20 mph.

ROAM Adventure 
Basecamp 
featured in Outside 
Magazine, Page A12

NORTHERN HIGHLIGHTS

Photos of Saturday’s Oktoberfest, Page A3
SAWYER COUNTY SPORTS

Chequamegon MTB Festival draws avid cyclist to 
area, Page B1

BY  FRANK ZUFALL
Staff Reporter

Sawyer County Sheriff Doug 
Mrotek told the Sawyer Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors at their 
monthly meeting on Thursday, 
Sept. 15, that because of an 
acute shortage of female jailers 
that will occur when two go on 
maternity leave that all females 
inmates in two weeks will have 
to be housed out of the county.

Sheriff Mrotek spoke to the 
board about not just the short-
age of personnel in the jail but 

also in dispatch and shortage 
of part time works who often 
fill full-time positions when 
they become open.

He said in the past there have 
always been part time workers 
who have been able to step in 
and replace a full time worker 
when they left, but now his 
office had very few part-timers.

He said in dispatch, with 
seven dispatchers, the division 
is down two, and there are 
no part timers who are fully 
trained to replace a full time 

worker. However, he said there 
has been some interest and 
“a few applications” had been 
received and those persons 
where “job shadowing” dis-
patchers.

But it was in the jail where 
the shortage is most acute, 
with a shortage of 4 jailers.

“Out of the four vacancies, 
we’re down to four, full time 
females,” he said. “That’s a 
minimum requirement to 
house our female inmates. In 
four weeks, two of the four 

females we have are going to 
be on maternity leave. We have 
made arrangements to ship 
all of our female inmates out 
to surrounding counties. By 
October 14, we will have all of 
our females out of county.”

Mrotek said after October 
14, when a woman is arrested 
she will be booked in and then 
immediately taken out of coun-
ty to a jail, probably in Barron 
County.

BY  KATHY HANSON
Staff Reporter

“Nineteen hundred kids 
came smiling into the class-
rooms last week,” said Craig 
Olson, District Administrator 
of the Hayward Community 
School District, as he de-
scribed the mood and the at-
titude of not just the students, 
but the teachers and staff as 
well.

Across the nation, school 
districts have been heavily 
impacted by the various hard-
ships, trials and challenges 
brought on during and after 
the pandemic, with some 
school districts going to four-
day work weeks. In Maryland 
schools alone, 5,500 teachers 
quit in 2022.

A recent national survey of 
principals and school district 
leaders found that 72 percent 
did not have enough appli-
cations for open teaching 
positions, according to the ex-
ecutive director of the School 
Superintendents Association, 
Dan Domenech.

A Texas study found that 
in 2010, 13 percent of college 
students were interested in a 
teaching career. In 2020 that 
percentage was just 7 percent.
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Cyclists roll through Hatchery Creek Village field enroute to the Birkebeiner Trail during the Life 
Time Chequamegon MTB Festival 40-mile race from Hayward to Cable Saturday, Sept. 17.

CHEQUMEGON BIKE RACE
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Athena Sullivan, 11 months, enjoys a pretzel 
at the Hayward Lions Oktoberfest celebra-
tion at the Sawyer County Fairgrounds Sat-
urday, Sept. 17. (More photos on Page A3)

OKTOBERFEST GOOD FOOD
BY  KATHY HANSON
Staff writer

Held annually on the 
last weekend of Septem-
ber, the Cable Area Fall 
Fest is Friday, Sept. 23, 
3-10 p.m., and Saturday, 
Sept. 24, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.

With streets and roads 
lined with cornstalks, hay 
bales and pumpkins, this 
fall fest will put you right 
in the mood to welcome 
Fall.

Live music; a car, mo-
torcycle and truck show; 
arts and crafts vendors; 
and, of course, the best 
of the food vendors—all 
this will fill the streets 
and stir your fun factor!

New this year is the 
“Fall Into Cash Raffle.” 
Buy a $20 raffle ticket at 
the Chamber office or a 
local member business 
for a chance to win cash. 
The first drawing is for 
$2,500; second drawing is 
for $1,500; and the third 
drawing is for $1,000. 
You need not be present 
to win. The drawing will 
be on Saturday, Sept. 
24 at the Fall Fest, with 
proceeds benefitting 
community projects and 
scholarships.

Friday
The fun kicks off with 

a Fall Harvest Dessert 
Contest at 3 p.m. You can 

sign up to be an official 
judge by contacting the 
Chamber for more infor-
mation.

At 4 p.m. the Beer & 
Wine Garden has live 
music, and at 5 p.m. there 
a Northwoods Fish Fry.

Saturday
The day starts early at 

7:30 a.m. with a Pumpkin 
Pecan Pancake Breakfast 
and the Arts & Crafts 
show at 9 a.m. Enjoy 
live music all day on the 
Chamber deck.

The bounce houses and 
carnival games for kids 
run from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Staff shortage will result in all 
women inmates moved out of county

See SHORTAGE • PAGE A5

BY  KATHY HANSON
Staff writer

Hayward’s 37th Annual Fall 
Festival is Saturday, Sept. 24 in 
downtown Hayward. Hosted 
by the Hayward Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and this 
year sponsored by the North-
ern Lakes Cooperative, this 
festival is one of Hayward’s 
finest events. Thousands of 
people from all over help cel-
ebrate this annual tradition.

There will be many events 
and activities taking place 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., includ-
ing the popular and diverse 
handmade Arts & Crafts 
vendors. The sidewalk sales 
by local businesses can’t be 
beat—the best of the season 
on display and available at 
great prices.

Once again, the Hayward 
Farmer’s Market will be back 
on Second Street with gener-

ous offerings of fall produce, 
flowers, and homemade goods.

One of the big draws at 
this festival is, of course, the 
food selections. This year you 
will see the Nelson Lumber 
& Floor to Ceiling Brat and 
Brew Tent, which will be open 
all day, serving Lynn’s Custom 
Meats brats and a selection of 
beer and non-alcoholic drink 
options.

Fall Festival is going to be a party

See FESTIVAL • PAGE A5

Cable celebrates 20th annual Fall Fest

See CABLE • PAGE A5

Hayward 
administrator 
and staff 
stand up to 
challenges

See ADMINISTRATOR • PAGE A11

NEW LISTING
One-of-a-kind, custom built

just a few miles out of
Hayward. Main floor: kitchen,
dining and living area w/gas
fireplace plus master suite.

MLS#1564929 $950,000

HUGE PRICE CUT
Enjoy this 3 bed/ 2 bath home compete

with granite counters, fireplace,
wood floors, heated detached garage,

176 ft frontage on Hemlock Lake.
MLS# 1566125 $525,000


