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  Invest time and money in 
where you live and what you 
want to do next. Set your pri-
orities straight and consider 
how to make your money 
stretch further. Making the 
right move can be a game-
changer regarding your stan-
dard of living and ability to 
ease your stress.  
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Network with people who can 
give you an idea of how to 
make the most with what 
you’ve got. A positive change 
is within reach. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Don’t star t something you 
can’t finish. Proceed with cau-
tion when dealing with mat-
ters that could cause a rift 
between you and someone 
that you must get along with. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Don’t wait to see what 
everyone else is going to do. If 
you want something, go after 
i t . Be the one to in i t iate 
change, drum up interest and 

take charge. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Make changes to your 
personal life, home environ-
ment or appearance. How you 
present yourself to others will 
determine what kind of inter-
est you attract. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- If you overanalyze what 
you want to do or see happen, 
you will miss the mark. If a 
change needs to be made, 
take the initiative to get things 
done. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- Use common sense 
when dealing with money 
matters, joint endeavors and 
health issues. Look for an 
opportunity that’s cost-effec-
tive and interesting. Romance 
is on the rise.
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Don’t let someone else take 
care of your responsibilities. If 
you want to excel, do the 
work. An unexpected change 
to how you earn your living is 
apparent. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- Look for opportunities to 
expand your interests or add 
to your resume. Picking up 
skills, knowledge and experi-

ence will help you maneuver 
your way into a higher earning 
bracket. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- Change is only as good as 
your timing. Assessing a situ-
ation acutely and making your 
move confidently are encour-
aged. Be proactive and seize 
the moment. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Pay more attention to your 
appearance, how you present 
what you have to offer and 
whom you include in your 
projects.  
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- If something needs to be 
done, do it. By taking the ini-
tiative, you will gain control, 
respect and the support you 
need to finish what you start. 
Say less and do more. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Ask 
questions that will help you 
understand a nettlesome situ-
ation. Talk to experts, older 
family members or anyone 
who can offer insight into a 
choice you have to make.
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DEFENSE REQUIRES PARTNER 
TO WATCH

Al Boliska, a Canadian actor 
and writer, said, “Do you realize 
if it weren’t for Edison, we’d be 
watching TV by candlelight?”

Some bridge players, when 
they have made a mistake, say 
that the light was bad. Of course, 
it isn’t that they needed more 
candle power, but they should 
have paid more careful attention 
to the cards being played, 
especially when on defense.

In today’s deal, for example, 
what happens in four hearts 
doubled if West is watching his 
partner’s cards?

This deal occurred in New 
Zealand nearly 50 years ago 
during a match between Auckland 
and Canterbury. In the auction, 
East opened a vulnerable pre-empt 
more in keeping with the game 
today than back then. Probably 
he was a youngster! South 
overcalled four hearts, and 

West confidently doubled.
West led the club ace and 

continued with the club king. 
South ruffed and played five 
rounds of trumps. West, thinking 
that his partner had to have the 
spade ace for his bid, continued 
with the club queen. However, 
South ruffed and claimed 10 
tricks: three spades and seven 
hearts.

The original  scribe who 
described the action made no 
comment about this defense. 
One cannot help but assume 
that East’s first discard was a 
discouraging spade three. This 
must have gone unnoticed by 
West. Then East should have 
pitched his spade jack and 
spade 10,  his two highest 
spades as  suit -preference 
signals for diamonds.

In tomorrow’s column, we 
will look at the contract of four 
spades doubled at the other 
table. What happened there?
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