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  If you pitch in and help, the 
returns will be high. What you 
learn will help you achieve the 
lifestyle you want. Choose to 
do things your way and to 
explore what entices you, but 
don’t jeopardize your reputa-
tion, integrity or meaningful 
relationships. Honesty rules.
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- If you put your time, effort 
and energy where they count, 
positive change will take place. 
Focus on raising your profile, 
income and standards. Use 
your talent wisely.
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Share only what’s necessary. 
Don’t let anyone take credit for 
something you did on your 
own. Make lifestyle changes 
that will ease stress. Stick 
close to the people you love. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
Participation will encourage 
new beginnings. Interact with 
people who are already doing 
what you want to do. Someone 
from your past will offer insight 

and valuable information. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Keep your purchases to a min-
imum. Focus more on your 
emotional well-being, moral 
standards and life circum-
stances. Romance is in the 
stars. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Ask and you shall receive. 
Share information and ideas, 
and join forces with someone 
who is just as innovative as 
you are. Don’t let personal 
matters interfere with business.  
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Trav-
el, learn, explore and make 
adjustments that encourage 
you to do your best. Don’t fol-
low someone else when you 
know where you can make the 
most significant difference. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Your quick response and 
eagerness to get things done 
will draw onlookers. Don’t be 
shy; show off what you’ve 
accomplished. You can have a 
big impact on others at this 
time.  
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Networking events will lead to 
interesting encounters. Your 
open and sophisticated nature 
will attract people who want to 

pick your brain. Don’t give all 
your secrets away. Romance is 
favored.
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Keep moving forward until 
you are satisf ied with the 
results you get. Your drive, 
passion and power of persua-
sion will work wonders when 
you want something. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Travel, new adventures 
and personal gains are promi-
nent, but don’t go overbudget. 
Choose self-improvement over 
excessive behavior. Romance 
is encouraged. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Keep your distance from 
those who are difficult to get 
along with or who tend to put 
demands or pressure on you. 
Keep your life simple, your 
spending down and your opin-
ions to yourself. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- If you trust friends with your 
secrets, expect them to let you 
down. It is best not to depend 
on anyone if you want to get 
things done. Personal gain is 
within reach.
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THE REFLEXES OF A TORTOISE
Whatever else your feelings, 

you cannot argue that Woody 
Allen has written many amusing 
lines. I like this one: “I’m not a 
fighter; I have bad reflexes. I 
was once run over by a car 
being pushed by two guys.”

Many bridge deals require 
rapid reflexes. Some declarers, 
when they need a misdefense to 
make their contract, will play 
very quickly. This is poor form, 
but it often works. However, 
when you are on defense, don’t 
be hurried. Say that you want 
to take some time to analyze 
the deal.

Rather than rely on speed, it 
is preferable for the declarer to 
play his cards deceptively so 
that a defender doesn’t see the 
trap in time.

Playing in four hearts, the 
ingenuous declarer wins the 
first trick with dummy’s club 
ace, draws trumps and plays a 

diamond to the king. True, 
against some opponents this 
will work. West will lead a 
second club. Then South can 
ruff & discard one of dummy’s 
spade losers on the diamond 
queen .  But  aga ins t  more 
sophisticated defenders, it 
won’t succeed. East will play 
his two trumps in the order five 
then two, trying to show a top 
honor in spades, and West will 
see that the club queen can wait. 
He will recognize the possibility 
of a discard and switch to the 
spade four at trick five.

As South knows East has the 
club king and is marked with a 
top spade (West didn’t lead the 
spade ace or king), West must 
hold the diamond ace. A more 
deceptive approach is to lead 
dummy’s diamond at trick two 
and put in the nine. If West falls 
for the trap, playing a second 
club, South can ruff out West’s 
diamond ace & get his discard.

Bridge


