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  Learn, improve and travel 
this year. The more contact 
you have with people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, the easier 
it will be to come up with new 
ideas. Chasing a dream will 
keep you motivated to do and 
take on more. You’l l  have 
increased discipline to help 
you achieve your goals.   
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- A change at home wil l 
encourage you to start a cre-
ative project. If you turn some-
thing you enjoy doing into a 
lucrative pastime, it will boost 
your confidence. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Emotional issues will sur-
face if you live in the past. 
Anger is a waste of time.  Let 
go of what you have no control 
over and put your energy into 
something positive. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- Spend time doing some-
thing you enjoy with a person 
who brings out the best in you. 
Distance yourself from people 

who bring you down. Choose 
love over discord. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- Your strong sense of value 
and need to get your money’s 
worth will surface if someone 
you share expenses with has 
been excessive. If someone 
sugarcoats a situation, look for 
flaws or a mistake.   
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Don’t let criticism get to you. 
Focus on being and doing 
your best instead of trying to 
keep up with others. Your only 
competition is you.  
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Don’t reveal secret informa-
tion or overreact. Once you 
gather all the information, 
you’ll realize that you are in a 
good position with plenty of 
opportunities heading your 
way.  
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- If 
you are too busy paying atten-
tion to others, you will upset 
someone you shou ld  be 
appreciating more. Be selec-
tive when it comes to romantic 
par tners, fr iends and col-
leagues.   
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
A career change may not end 
up being what you expect. Do 

not make decisions regarding 
your position until you have 
had a chance to look over a 
contract.
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Traveling and getting together 
with peers or relatives will con-
firm that you should not take 
on responsibilities that don’t 
belong to you. Prepare to say 
no to demanding people. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Take on only what’s impor-
tant to you, and spend time 
with people who are beneficial 
to you. Plan your actions care-
fully and make the most of 
your time. Romance is on the 
rise.
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Channel your energy 
into something that counts. 
You will attract the attention of 
someone who is deceptive. Be 
careful not to rely on anyone 
but yourself when it comes to 
achieving your goals. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- If you take stock of the 
past and the present, you will 
know what you have to do to 
reach your goal. Don’t be 
afraid to try something differ-
ent.

Astrograph
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C R A Z Y  D I S T R I B U T I O N 
BLUNTS HIGH CARDS

First today, apologies to the 
typesetters, who dislike 7-card 
suits in the East hand, and here 
we have a 10-bagger! But I was 
shown this deal by my wife, 
who sat South.

What do you think of the 
auction?

The East hand, despite its 
winners, is not a two-club 
opening. Only 12 high-card 
points are too few. That call 
should also assure partner that 
the opponents cannot make a 
game contract unless they have 
a good fit and voids. This hand 
has scant defense.

South’s overcall in such a 
weak suit was debatable. But it 
was hard to pass a hand with 
14 points. (My wife could not 
double to show both majors.)

North, wondering how many 
points were in the deck, used 
Roman Key Card Blackwood. 

Hearts losers? What heart losers?
Surely East should have 

shown his suit at this point. 
Why not tell partner? Also, 
maybe the opponents had 
not discussed counteracting 
intervention over Blackwood.

South, ignoring the double, 
gave her normal answer to 
RKCB. (A sensible agreement is 
ROPI: Redouble with zero key 
cards, pass with one key card, 
bid five clubs with two, and so 
on. Partner can then ask for the 
trump queen and side-suit 
kings if he wishes.)

North jumped to six spades, 
hoping for the best in hearts.

West believed that he had to 
double, following his partner’s 
opening bid.  After he led 
a club, my wife won with 
dummy’s ace, cashed the spade 
ace, played a heart to her queen 
and cashed the heart ace. When 
the king dropped, she claimed 
an overtrick for plus 1310.

Bridge


