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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2020
  Superior organization, prepa-
ration and intuition will be your 
strengths. Be open to sugges-
tions and concepts that will 
stretch your imagination and 
skills. If you follow your heart 
instead of others’ actions, you 
will stand out. Put impulse on 
the shelf and choose discipline 
and stamina to achieve your 
goals.  
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Take the initiative, look at 
your options and make adjust-
ments that will help you get 
ahead. Assisting others is 
admirable, but you have to 
help yourself first. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Greater involvement in a 
humanitarian cause will affect 
the way you set your priorities. 
A change of heart and plans is 
heading your way. Romance is 
encouraged. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
You’ll discover something that 
will encourage you to adjust 
your goal or professional plan. 

You’ll have greater insight into 
what you want to do and how 
you can make a difference. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Go about your business and 
leave nothing to chance or 
unfinished. Observe what oth-
ers are doing, but don’t get 
involved in gossip or r isky 
investments. A personal gain 
should be your focus. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Address money, legal and 
health matters before they 
become difficult to handle. Try 
to come up with a plan that will 
help you alleviate stress. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Relat ionships take work, 
understanding and compro-
mise. Do your best to see all 
sides of whatever situation you 
are facing. Fair assessments, 
less judgment and more peace 
and love will improve your life. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Contracts, joint money matters 
and health issues will take 
time, effort and patience. Do 
your best to be sensitive to the 
needs of  others. Posi t ive 
change is worth your time and 
effort. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Spend time with someone who 

brings out the best in you. 
Share your concerns and look 
for common ground. Walk 
away from situations that are 
one-sided or detrimental to 
your emotional well-being. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Charm will get you much fur-
ther than emotional manipula-
tion. Use your imagination to 
come up with a plan that will 
help you get what you want. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Spend time with some-
one who makes you smile. 
Recognize what’s right for you 
and what isn’t, and eliminate 
the negative influences in your 
life. Romance will improve your 
experience.
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Money will come from an 
unexpected or unusual source. 
Someone from your past will 
help change your life. Look for 
a better way to use your skills. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Do what’s best for you, and 
don’t let anyone pressure you 
into something that won’t ben-
efit you directly. Personal gain 
and growth should be your pri-
orities.

Astrograph
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WE ARE CONTINUING TO 
LEAD THE DEFENSE

Neil Armstrong, during a 
graduation speech at USC in 
2005, said, “I hope you become 
comfortable with the use of 
logic without being deceived 
into concluding that logic will 
inevitably lead you to the 
correct conclusion.”

It seems that he wasn’t a 
bridge player. I guess it was 
just too hard to hold the cards 
when wearing a spacesuit! But 
in bridge, all players should 
use logic to find the best bids, 
leads, defenses & declarer-plays.

I n  t o d a y ’ s  d e a l ,  N o r t h 
responded two no-trump, the 
Jacoby Forcing Raise showing 
four or more spades and at 
least game-forcing values. 
South, knowing his partner had 
to have heart values, used 
B l a c k w o o d .  W h e n  N o r t h 
replied five hearts, East woke 
up and doubled. What did that 

logically mean?
When North denied a king, 

South signed off in six spades.
East ’s  double had to be 

lead-directing, so West led the 
heart  two.  Now, however 
South squirmed, he had to lose 
two heart tricks.

Note that after the diamond-
queen lead, declarer will win, 
draw trumps, cash his other 
minor-suit winners and play a 
heart to the 10. Yes, East wins 
w i t h  h i s  j a c k ,  b u t  h e  i s 
endplayed. He must either lead 
away from the heart king or 
concede a ruff-and-sluff.

Given East’s double, how 
logical would it have been for 
South to put North into six 
no-trump? Note that  that 
contract makes if declarer reads 
the end-position after cashing 
all of his black-suit winners. 
The curious may work it out.
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