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  Unique people, situations 
and activities will capture your 
attention. Exploring what life 
has to offer and seeing what 
you can use to reach your pin-
nac le  o f  exce l lence wi l l 
ensure that you stand out and 
make your mark. Your gener-
ous yet humble approach will 
boost your popularity.  
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Take a look at your options 
and do whatever will bring you 
the highest return with the 
least amount of risk. Don’t 
waste time; if you see some-
thing you want, make your 
move. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- A getaway will help you 
relax and give you a chance 
to mull over what to do next. 
Remain open to suggestions, 
but only do what’s reasonable. 
Moderation is encouraged. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- If you use your imagination, 
you will come up with a plan 
that will make a difference. 

Speak up, take action and 
become the leader you know 
you can be.  
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Take some time to evaluate 
what’s transpired, what you 
have left to deal with and how 
best to move forward. Make 
your welfare a priority. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Let go of the past and make 
room for upcoming prospects. 
Don’t make a fuss if someone 
doesn’t want to take the same 
route as you. Follow the path 
that excites you the most. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Your appearance will make a 
difference. Consider the cur-
rent trends as well as the 
classic styles and choose the 
style that suits you best. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
A progressive move will help 
clear the path for future pros-
pects. Consider forming a 
par tnership with someone 
who piques your interest. A 
change that will improve your 
health and overall well-being 
should be adopted. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Proceed with caution. Invest-
ments wil l  not be all that 
someone says they will be. 

When in doubt, stand still, 
observe and focus on self-
improvement. Walk away from 
demanding people. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Take the lead, start a con-
versation, share your inten-
tions and get moving. A proj-
ect that interests you should 
also help you expand your 
skills and creativity. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Spend more time fixing 
up your surroundings to suit 
your needs. If you are com-
fortable and feel safe, you will 
find it easier to develop a plan 
that will help you get ahead. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Listen to suggestions. 
Don’t be afraid to do things 
differently or make a change 
midstream. Let your intuition 
guide you and your common 
sense keep you out of trouble. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- Look over your papers, 
medical records and any con-
tracts that are up for renewal. 
You’ll gain some insight if you 
revisit what’s happened in the 
past.
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DO YOU PUSH THEM, OR 
ARE YOU PUSHED?

I n  t o u r n a m e n t  b r i d g e 
nowadays, almost everyone 
bids much more than they used 
to. Putting pressure on the 
opponents to try to force errors 
has become de rigueur.

One weapon in this strategy’s 
armory is the five-card weak 
two-bid. It isn’t my style, but it 
does have its moments, like in 
today’s deal.

North was aggressive in 
bidding four hearts, but he was 
expecting a 6-card suit opposite.

West led the diamond ace & 
continued with three rounds of 
hearts to stop a diamond ruff in 
the dummy.

To make the contract, South 
had to establish a spade for a 
diamond discard, and he had 
to find the club queen. He 
played a spade to the king, 
cashed the ace and ruffed a 
spade in hand.

Now declarer knew that West 
had at least 16 points: the spade 
queen, heart ace-king and 
diamond ace-king. Maybe he 
also had the club queen, but 
South decided to play East for 
that card. However, declarer 
had to be careful. He led the 
club 7 to dummy’s king and 
continued with the club jack. 
East didn’t cover, so the jack 
won the trick. Now followed a 
spade ruff, the club ace, a club 
to dummy’s 10 and the fifth 
spade for a diamond discard.

If East had covered the club 
jack, declarer would have won 
with his ace and played the 
club nine to dummy’s 10. Then, 
after a spade ruff, the carefully 
preserved club two would have 
been led to dummy’s four to 
allow the discard on the spade 
10.

Count the points and watch 
your spots.

Bridge


