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3.  Publication in the official newspaper as a class 1 notice,
under ch. 985, together with mailing by 1st class mail if the name
and mailing address of the owner or an agent can be readily ascer-
tained.

(d)  Default of owner.  Whenever any such owner shall neglect
for a period of 20 days after such service to lay, remove, replace
or repair any such sidewalk the city may cause such work to be
done at the expense of such owner. All work for the construction
of sidewalks shall be let by contract to the lowest responsible bid-
der except as provided in s. 62.15 (1).

(e)  Minor repairs.  If the cost of repairs of any sidewalk in front
of any lot or parcel of land does not exceed the sum of $100, the
board of public works, street commissioner or city engineer if so
required by the council, may immediately repair such sidewalk,
without notice or letting the work by contract, and charge the cost
thereof to the owner of such lot or parcel of land, as provided in
this section.

(f)  Expense.  The board of public works shall keep an accurate
account of the expenses of laying, removing and repairing side-
walks in front of each lot or parcel of land whether the work is
done by contract or otherwise, and report the same to the comp-
troller who shall annually prepare a statement of the expense so
incurred in front of each lot or parcel of land and report the same
to the city clerk, and the amount therein charged to each lot or par-
cel of land shall be entered by such clerk in the tax roll as a special
tax against said lot or parcel of land, and the same shall be col-
lected in all respects like other taxes upon real estate.  The council
by resolution or ordinance may provide that the expense so
incurred may be paid in up to 10 annual instalments and upon such
determination, the comptroller shall prepare the expense state-
ment as herein required in such manner and with such frequency
as the improved instalment payment schedule allows.  If annual
instalments for such expense are authorized, the city clerk shall
charge the amount to each lot or parcel of land and enter it on the
tax roll as a special tax against such lot or parcel each year until
all instalments have been entered, and the same shall be collected
in all respects like other taxes upon real estate.  The council may
provide that the street commissioner or city engineer shall per-
form the duties imposed by this section on the board of public
works.

(5) SNOW AND ICE.  The board of public works shall keep the
sidewalks of the city clear of snow and ice in all cases where the
owners or occupants of abutting lots fail to do so, and the expense
of so doing in front of any lot or parcel of land shall be included
in the statement to the comptroller required by sub. (3) (f), and in
the comptroller’s statement to the city clerk and in the special tax
to be levied as therein provided.  The city may also impose a fine
or penalty for neglecting to keep sidewalks clear of snow and ice.

(6) REPAIR AT CITY EXPENSE.  Whenever the council shall by
resolution or ordinance so determine, sidewalks shall be kept in
repair by and at the expense of the city, or the council may direct
that a certain proportion of the cost of construction, reconstruction
or repair be paid by the city and the balance by abutting property
owners.

(7) RULES.  The council may from time to time make all need-
ful rules and regulations by ordinance for carrying the aforesaid
provisions into effect, for regulating the use of the sidewalks of the
city and preventing their obstruction.

(10) APPLICATION OF SECTION; DEFINITIONS.  The provisions of
this section shall not apply to 1st class cities but shall be applicable
to towns and villages, and when applied to towns and villages:

(a)  “Board of public works” means the committee or officer
designated to handle street or sidewalk matters.

(b)  “City” means town or village.
(c)  “Comptroller” means clerk.
(d)  “Council” means town board or village board.

History:   1975 c. 172, 356, 421, 422; 1979 c. 32; 1983 a. 189, 532; 1991 a. 316;
1993 a. 490.

A city cannot delegate its primary responsibility to maintain its sidewalks, nor del-
egate or limit its primary liability by ordinance.  Kobelinski v. Milwaukee & S. Trans-
port Corp. 56 W (2d) 504, 202 NW (2d) 415.

Defendant property owners’ failure to remove snow and ice from sidewalks in
violation of a municipal ordinance did not constitute negligence per se.  Hagerty v.
Village of Bruce, 82 W (2d) 208, 262 NW (2d) 102.

A city, exercising its police power, can impose a special tax on properties for the
cost of installing a sidewalk on an adjacent city right−of−way, in the absence of show-
ing that the properties would be benefited.  Stehling v. City of Beaver Dam, 114 W
(2d) 197, 336 NW (2d) 401 (Ct. App. 1983).

66.616 Curb  ramping.   (1) The standard for construction of
curbs and sidewalks on each side of any city or village street, or
any connecting highway or town road for which curbs and side-
walks  have been prescribed by the governing body of the town,
city or village having jurisdiction thereover, shall include curb
ramping providing access to crosswalks at intersections and other
designated locations.  Curb ramping includes the curb opening,
the ramp and that part of the sidewalk or apron leading to and adja-
cent to the curb opening.  Any person constructing new curbs or
sidewalks or replacing curbs or sidewalks within 5 feet of a legal
crosswalk in any city street, village street, connecting highway or
town road shall comply with the standards for curb ramping under
this section.

(3) Curb ramps shall conform to the following requirements:
(a)  Curb ramping shall be of permanent construction.  The

ramp shall be at least 40 inches wide. The sides of the ramp shall
slope from the sidewalk or apron elevations to the ramp elevation
with the widest portion of the side slope not less than 18 inches nor
more than 24 inches wide at the curb.  The ramp slope may not
exceed one inch vertical to 12 inches horizontal from the flow line
elevation of the curb.  The curb opening shall be not less than 40
inches nor more than 80 inches wide at the flow line of the curb.
The taper of the curb from the top of the curb to the flow line of
the curb at the curb opening shall be not less than 18 inches nor
more than 24 inches wide.  The ramp shall be bordered on both
sides and on the curb line with a 4−inch−wide yellow stripe or with
brick of a contrasting color.

(b)  Curb ramping shall be in one of the following locations, to
provide access to each end of each crosswalk affected:

1.  At the center of the curve of the street corner to accommo-
date crossing for either direction at the intersection.  The entire
curb corner may not be made into a ramp, but shall provide for
standard sidewalk apron and curb on both sides of a ramp. Any
safety zone marking required by ordinance shall be provided in
the street or town road 40 inches out and parallel with the curb,
joining with the standard safety pedestrian crossing markings in
the street or town road;

2.  If subd. 1. is not feasible, centered on line with the cross-
walk and pedestrian traffic and containing surface texturing to
indicate clearly to the sense of touch that the surface differs from
that of the sidewalk or street.  The surface texturing shall consist
of linear impressions one−fourth of an inch to three−eighths of an
inch deep, oriented to provide a uniform pattern of diamond
shapes.  The diamond shapes shall measure approximately 1 1/4
inches wide by 2 1/4 inches long, with the length of the diamond
shape parallel to the direction of pedestrian movement.  The dia-
mond shapes shall be spaced one−fourth of an inch to three−
eighths of an inch apart.  This surface texture may be achieved by
impressing and removing expanded metal regular industrial mesh
into the surface of the ramp while the concrete is in a plastic state;
or

3.  If both subds. 1. and 2. are not feasible, at a suitable location
as near to the crosswalk as practicable.  Any safety zone markings
required by ordinance shall be provided in the street or town road
40 inches out and parallel with the curb, joining with the standard
safety pedestrian crossing markings in the street or town road.

(5) The district attorney, on his or her own motion or upon the
complaint of any person, may bring an action in circuit court to
enforce this section.
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