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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020
  Ambition will surface, and dis-
cipline will take control this 
year. Your expectations will 
mount, and your desire to 
declutter your life and to fix 
whatever isn’t working for you 
will run the show. Meaningful 
relationships will take prece-
dence  ove r  fa i r -wea the r 
friends, and building a better 
future will be your priority.
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Follow your chosen path. 
Don’t feel that you must give in 
to someone else’s plans or let 
anyone pressure you into mak-
ing a move you don’t care to 
make. Do your own thing.
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Ward off an argument by 
refusing to engage. Concen-
trate on doing your best and 
suppor ting the people who 
support you. Listen to your 
intuition and follow your heart.
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Think matters through before 
you share your thoughts. Get-
ting along with someone who 
could help boost your wages or 

lifestyle will be mandatory if 
you want to excel.
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
Make a change because it’s 
what you want to do, not 
because it’s what someone 
else wants. Use your intelli-
gence and do your best to help 
those who face uncertainty or 
difficult times.
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Keep moving. Channel your 
energy into something that will 
encourage fitness, creativity 
and positive change. Romance 
is on the rise and will enhance 
your life. Be careful whom you 
trust with personal information.
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Express your plans and 
intentions and make changes 
based on the response you 
receive. A lot can change if you 
are willing to compromise. If 
you strive for equality, good 
things will transpire.  
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Don’t feel that you must make 
a change because someone 
e l se  does. Look  a t  you r 
options, concentrate on per-
sonal growth and physical 
improvements, and surround 
yourself with like-minded peo-
ple.
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 

A change will give you the 
boost needed to stimulate your 
mind and push you in a direc-
tion that will inspire you to do 
your own thing. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Stop worrying about what 
everyone else is doing and pay 
closer attention to things that 
make you happy. Put your 
energy into a project that 
shows profit potential.
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Make attention to detail a pri-
ority. Your creative input will 
impress your peers. Surround 
yourself with people who bring 
out the best in you. Help a 
cause that you care about.
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Put your energy into 
something that matters to you. 
A promising partnership, physi-
cal improvement or investment 
opportunity is within reach. 
Leave nothing to chance, and 
success will follow.
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- If you keep an open 
mind, you’ll be offered informa-
tion that can change your life. 
Personal growth that leads to 
better health, less stress and 
greater freedom is possible.
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IF HE DECLINES, FORCE HIM 
ANYWAY

When did the routine, “After 
you,” “No, after you,” start?

The earliest reference I can 
find is Alphonse and Gaston, 
two Frenchmen who bowed 
deeply and never got anything 
done because each waited for 
the other. Forty years later, the 
theme was adopted by Warner 
Bros.’ Goofy Gophers, Mac and 
Tosh.

Today’s deal made me think 
of that. How should South play 
in four spades after West leads 
the trump jack, and East plays 
the queen?

In the auction, South’s 1-spade 
rebid showed 4 spades and was 
forcing for 1 round, not to game. 
If instead South had jumped to 
2 spades, that would have been 
fourth-suit game-forcing & 
denied holding 4 spades.

Over 1 spade, North jumped 
to game with a hand worth 18 

support points (16 high-card 
points & 2 shortage points for 
the singleton) & having only 5 
losers (1 spade, 1 heart, 1 diamond 
& 2 clubs -- you look at only 
the first 3 cards in each suit).

Perhaps your first thought is 
to ruff dummy’s club losers in 
your hand. The play goes: 
spade king, club ace, club ruff, 
heart to dummy, club ruff, 
heart to dummy, club ruff with 
your last trump, diamond king. 
But East wins with his ace and 
returns a heart, West ruffing your 
ace. Now you have 4 losers: 2 
spades, 1 heart (dummy’s 6) & 
1 diamond.

It is better to establish your 
diamond suit. At trick two, 
lead dummy’s diamond. And if 
East ducks (good defense), you 
say, “No, after you,” by leading 
another diamond & discarding 
a heart or club from the board. 
You will lose only two trumps 
and the diamond ace.
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