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  What are you waiting for? 
Step up to the plate and hit the 
ball out of the park. You’ve got 
what it takes to push your way 
to the top, so don’t be lazy, or 
you may miss out on some-
th ing fabulous. L ive your 
dream and have an adventure.  
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- A change of attitude regard-
ing your health and fitness will 
help you restore energy and 
e n t h u s i a s m ,  a s  we l l  a s 
improve your appearance. 
Work hard and be confident in 
your skills.
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Don’t expect anything in return 
for your efforts. Offer only what 
you are comfortable giving to 
others. If you are too accom-
modating, someone will take 
advantage of you. Aim to 
please yourself. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
Get involved in something that 
interests you. What you learn 
will be helpful when you want 
to make a vocational move. An 

unexpected oppor tunity is 
heading your way. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
A co-worker or colleague will 
let you down. Leave nothing to 
chance or at the mercy of 
someone else’s discretion. 
Don’t let compliments go to 
your head or allow anyone to 
interfere with your efficiency.  
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Spend time with people who 
bring out the best in you. Shar-
ing ideas, skills and experi-
ence will give you a sense of 
belonging, and good work rela-
tionships will develop.
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Fol-
low your heart and do what 
comes naturally. Update your 
skil ls, image or long-term 
plans. A romantic gesture will 
change the dynamics of a rela-
tionship. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Experience new surroundings, 
get to know people from differ-
ent backgrounds and pursue 
knowledge that will revitalize 
your desire to pursue a lifelong 
goal. Youngsters and seniors 
will offer unexpected insight.  
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Spend less time with negative 
people and more time pursu-

ing personal goals. A make-
over will give you the boost 
you need to regain confidence 
and a larger perspect ive. 
Romance is encouraged. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Consistency will be required 
if you want to make an impres-
sion on someone. Work in con-
junction with others for best 
results. Add comfort and con-
venience to your living space. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Digest what’s going on 
around you and be careful who 
and what you believe. Spend 
less time socializing and more 
time at home relaxing and tak-
ing care of your personal 
needs. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- An unusual opportunity 
will develop if you get in touch 
with someone from your past. 
The way you make and handle 
money will change the way 
you live. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Reflect and consider your 
options before you respond to 
someone. Time is on your side. 
Pay attention to detail and to 
the effects of your words or 
actions.
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HOW TO MAKE PARTNER 
DO THE UNUSUAL

Niccolo Machiavelli wrote, 
“There is nothing more difficult 
to take in hand, more perilous 
to conduct or more uncertain in 
its success than to take the lead 
in the introduction of a new 
order of things.”

So true. Last week, we looked 
at fourth-suit game-forcing. It 
was first proposed by London-
er Norman Squire in his book 
“The Theory of Bidding,” 
which was published in 1957. 
Impressively, what he wrote then 
is still the accepted theory today.

This deal features a double 
that causes debate even among 
experts. East opens one spade, 
South overcalls one no-trump, 
West passes, North raises to 3 
no-trump, and East doubles. 
What does that double mean?

It cannot be for takeout; it 
must be for penalty. But which 
suit is it asking West to lead?

I have read books and articles 
where the authors say that it 
insists on a spade lead. But, with 
all due respect, that is crazy!

What is West going to lead 
against 3 no-trump undoubled?

Right -- a spade. Even if he 
has a nice-looking long suit like 
his hearts in this deal, he has 
no entry to get in and cash any 
winners he might be able to 
establish. East has their points, 
so West will lead his partner’s 
suit.

East’s double must be asking 
for the lead of a different suit. 
East has winners ready to cash 
if West can find the right suit. 
So, what should West lead?

Given West’s diamond shortage, 
that is his percentage choice. 
Note that here it turns three 
no-trump plus one (after a 
spade or heart lead) into three 
no-trump minus one.
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