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  You are overdue for  a 
change. Take a moment to 
consider how you see your life 
unfolding and what you need 
to do to follow the path that 
you find most inviting. Let your 
heart be your barometer and 
your imagination be your can-
vas. Use your skills diversely 
to excel. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- Aggressive action won’t get 
you what you want, but having 
the willpower to turn your idea 
into a reality will lead to a bet-
ter future. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- Do what’s right and you will 
make a difference. Don’t labor 
over what you cannot achieve 
when it’s what you can do that 
counts. Plan a romantic eve-
ning with a loved one.
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Your power of persuasion will 
work on some, but not on 
everyone. Expect to face 
opposition if you can’t back up 
what you are asking for with 

facts and incentives. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- An inevitable change will 
turn out better than anticipat-
ed. Don’t waste time; take 
advantage of an opportunity 
to explore what’s transpired. A 
financial gain is heading your 
way. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Sign up for something you 
love doing or look for an expe-
rience that will help you better 
understand someone you like. 
Compromise, and you’ll be 
surprised what you get in 
return. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
If you follow your instincts, you 
will find your way to the top. 
Embrace change to f ind 
something or someone that 
enriches your life. A joint ven-
ture will shake things up. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Look at every angle before 
you make a decision. Avoid 
getting involved in someone’s 
melodrama. Discipline and 
hard  work  w i l l  he lp  you 
achieve something you’ve 
been putting off doing. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- You’l l  have an excit ing 
thought that will help you 

expand on a creative project 
you left unfinished. The time is 
right to explore, try new things 
and adopt a lifestyle change. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- You’ll face opposition if 
you are pushy or you can’t 
back up your statements with 
facts. Don’t pass along sec-
ondhand information or exag-
gerate if you want to avoid 
backlash. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- An adjustment you 
make at home will have long-
term effects. Invest time and 
money into something that will 
bring you closer to the people 
you love. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) - -  Take care of  your 
responsibilities. Don’t let oth-
ers’ actions upset you. A 
change someone makes may 
not be to your liking, but carry 
on and don’t let it ruin your 
plans. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Take control, do your own 
thing and show everyone 
what you have to offer. Share 
your feelings and intentions 
with a loved one and find out 
where you stand.

Astrograph

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

THE LOCKHORNS by Bill Hoest

T H E  N E C E S S A R Y  A N D 
UNWANTED HONOR

The British comedy team of 
Eric Morecambe and Ernie 
Wise used a two-liner based on 
the honors awarded biannually 
by the Queen.

“ M y  n a m e  i s  C o l o n e l 
Napoleon Davenport, DSO, 
MC, OBE.”

“That’s a funny way to spell 
‘Davenport.’”

In yesterday’s column, East 
made an unexpected second-
hand-high honor-card play. In 
today’s deal, there might be an 
eye-opening honor-card play, 
or declarer might have a chance 
for an unusual coup. Can you 
see both? South is in 4 spades. 
What happens if West leads 
either the spade king or the 
club jack?

In the auction, North has a 
middling game-invitational 
limit raise. Five trumps and a 
respectable four-card side suit 
are good; 2 queen-doubletons 

are bad. But in a noncompetitive 
auction do not jump to four 
spades, mentioning the Law of 
Total Tricks, when you have so 
many points.

If West leads a top spade, 
East should discard the heart 
ace! Wake up partner with an 
honorable signal. Yes, East 
could play the jack, which 
would presumably work, but 
the ace is much clearer ... and 
much more fun.

What happens after the club-
jack lead?

South has a decision to make. 
If the spades are 1-1, he can 
play a trump. But if the spades 
are 2-0, that risks instant defeat. 
His only chance is to play on 
diamonds, hoping the defender 
with both trumps has at least 3 
diamonds. Or, if the trumps are 
1-1, the diamonds are 3-3. 
Then, on the last diamond, 
declarer can discard a heart 
loser.  He concedes only 2 
spades & 1 heart.

Bridge


