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  Think matters through. Time 
is on your side, and taking 
care of every detail will lead to 
the success you are looking for 
this year. Concentrate on inner 
growth, personal happiness 
and achieving a lifestyle that 
promotes good relationships 
with the people you love. Make 
romance a priority. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Participate in activities that 
challenge you to look and feel 
your best. The positive chang-
es you make will attract atten-
tion and give you the incentive 
to take on bigger objectives. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Do your homework. Make only 
the necessary changes. Pro-
tect the status quo and be 
patient with people who need 
your help. Update personal 
documents and medical, con-
tractual or financial records.  
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Control your emotions when 
dealing with people who don’t 
share your beliefs. If you listen, 
you will gain insight into the 

best way to bring about posi-
tive change. Romance is fea-
tured. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- A past experience will 
help you figure out whether 
someone is being up-front with 
you or using manipulative tac-
tics to get his or her way. Don’t 
share personal information.  
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Refuse to let anyone 
interfere in your life. Do what-
ever feels right and will help 
you maintain your standard of 
living. A financial move will 
lower your overhead. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Emotions will surface if 
someone makes a change you 
don’t like or you disagree with. 
Refuse to let the actions of 
others stand between you and 
your goal. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Listen, observe and gather 
facts. What you know will help 
protect you and your objective. 
Helping others will result in 
getting something you want in 
return. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Put more emphasis on how 
you manage money, relation-
ships and medical issues. 

Don’t underestimate a chal-
lenger or competitor. Protect 
your reputation and job, and 
pay close attention to detail.  
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
Be the one to instigate what 
needs to be done. Take a 
stand, state your thoughts and 
offer solutions. Your prompt 
and eff ic ient at t i tude wi l l 
encourage others to pitch in 
and help. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Stick close to home and sur-
round yourself with people you 
know you can trust. Listen 
more and talk less. Don’t give 
away secrets or believe what 
others tell you. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Let others do as they please. 
As long as you don’ t  get 
involved in something risky, 
you will make progress. Mak-
ing home improvements, nur-
turing a meaningful relation-
ship and encouraging romance 
should be priorities. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Net-
working is an art. How others 
perceive you will determine 
your effectiveness when it 
comes time to promote your 
plans. Don’t overspend. You 
can’t buy respect or support.
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BOTH FIGHT WELL, BUT 
WHO WINS?

George Bernard Shaw said, 
“Marriage is popular because it 
combines the maximum of 
temptation with the maximum 
of opportunity.”

Yesterday, I gave a deal in 
which both East & South played 
to the maximum. Here is another. 
What should happen in 6 hearts 
after West has led the spade jack?

In the auction, after North 
raised hearts, South launched 
Roman Key Card Blackwood. 
North showed two key cards 
(the diamond ace & heart king) 
& the heart queen. South then 
bid what he thought he could 
make. He wondered about a 
grand slam, but realized that 
his partner couldn’t have both 
black-suit kings, because he 
would have either opened one 
no-trump or rebid three hearts.

South saw that he was faced 
with two potential club losers. 

Was there any chance if West 
had the club king?

Yes, declarer spotted one 
possibility. He won with his 
spade ace, drew trumps leaving 
the king on the board, cashed 
the diamond ace, ruffed the 
diamond 2 & took his other 2 
spade winners, ending on the 
board. Then he called for the 
diamond 10.

If East had carelessly played 
low, thinking South was going to 
ruff, declarer would have discarded 
the club 4. This would have 
endplayed West, forcing him 
either to lead away from the club 
king into South’s ace-queen, or 
to concede a ruff-and-sluff. 
However, East was wide awake. 
He put up the diamond king.

Now declarer did his best. 
He ruffed, cashed the club ace, 
crossed to the board & played 
a  c lub toward his  queen. 
However, he had to fall to defeat. 
Well played East & South!
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