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  Take any opportunity you get 
to meet people and expand 
your interests and knowledge. 
Reaching out to people from 
different backgrounds will help 
you put your life in perspective 
and make it easier for you to 
venture in a direction you nev-
e r  b e f o r e  c o n s i d e r e d . 
Romance is favored. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Advancement will unexpect-
edly come your way. Be reluc-
tant to give others too much 
information about your past, 
p r e s e n t  o r  p l a n s . M a ke 
romance a priority.
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Deception regarding joint 
finances is likely. You are best 
off working alone and protect-
ing your cash and posses-
sions. Take care of your health, 
and avoid aggressive situa-
tions. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Opportunities to advance are 
likely if you work hard and 
exploit your talents. Present 

your ideas or consider starting 
your own business. Make inter-
esting plans with a loved one. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
Make plans with people who 
bring out the best in you. Your 
ideas will be well received, and 
a joint venture will intrigue you. 
Listen and learn. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Physical improvement is fea-
tured. Whether it’s a change of 
location or an update to your 
image, the adjustments you 
make will inspire you to excel. 
Romance will enhance your 
life. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Stick to basics, finish what 
you start and be true to your 
beliefs. The changes others 
make should not tempt you to 
follow suit. Your intuition is 
trustworthy. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- An 
impulsive move will be disap-
pointing. Keep a low profile, 
listen, learn and adapt to the 
changes going on around you. 
You must make the most out of 
whatever situation you face. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Emotions will surface if you are 
too sensitive or let someone 
bully you. Get involved in 

social functions or activities 
that deal with chi ldren or 
seniors to find some inspira-
tion.  
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Refuse to let what others do or 
say confuse you. Focus on 
what you can do to make a dif-
ference and how you can 
improve your life. A romantic 
gesture is encouraged.
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Getting involved in events 
that will spark business oppor-
tunities or romance is encour-
aged. You will gain valuable 
information from someone 
very different from you. Expect 
your beliefs to be tested.
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Keep personal informa-
tion to yourself. Step into the 
spotlight if you can clarify a 
situation that others find con-
fusing. An idea you have looks 
promising, and romance is fea-
tured. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Travel will be informative 
and rewarding. You will gain 
insight into intriguing lifestyles 
that suit your current frame of 
mind. Don’t hesitate to make a 
move. Romance is on the rise.
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THE FOURTH RESULTS IN 
UNUSUAL PLAY

Dr. Seuss claimed, “The main 
problem with writing in verse 
is, if your fourth line doesn’t 
come out right, you’ve got to 
throw four lines away & figure 
out a whole new way to attack 
the problem. So the mortality 
rate is terrific.”

In an uncontested bidding 
sequence, if the fourth bid is in 
the fourth suit to be named, 
it usually helps responder 
to solve his strain problem. 
Fourth-sui t  game-forc ing 
announces that responder has 
an opening bid and is, usually, 
seeking a stopper in that fourth 
suit from partner.

Here South, with 2 solid heart 
stoppers, bids 2 no-trump, & 
North raises to game. After 
West leads the heart queen, 
what should declarer do?

South starts with seven top 
tricks: one spade, two hearts, 

two diamonds and two clubs. 
The other two tricks might 
come from either minor.

At first glance, it looks right to 
lose a diamond trick immediately. 
Then, when the suit divides 
3-2, as it will 67.8% of the time 
according to the mathematicians, 
declarer will romp home with 
an overtrick. Instead, playing 
on clubs requires a 3-3 split, 
which is much less likely at 
35.53%.

Here, though, the diamonds are 
not 3-2 & the clubs are 3-3 -- 
how unlucky can South be?

If dummy did not have the 
spade ace, ducking a diamond 
would be right. But with that 
dummy entry, declarer can test 
both suits. He should start by 
cashing the top diamonds. If 
they are 3-2, he continues with 
a third round. But when they 
are 4-1, South switches to clubs. 
Overall, he has a 79.2% chance 
of success.

Bridge


