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  Your imagination will spark 
ideas, promote new interests 
and help you plan for a better 
future. If you coordinate with 
someone who has helped you 
in the past, the results you get 
will lead to stability and a 
healthy lifestyle. An unusual 
offer will tempt you. Follow 
your heart.
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- A different living arrange-
ment will encourage you to 
make an emotional decision. 
Making a commitment to 
someone will help ease stress 
and bring you peace of mind.  
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Keep your distance from 
people trying to make a moun-
tain out of a molehill. Vivid 
metaphors will send a damag-
ing message that could pro-
mote  unwanted  change. 
Remain calm. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Think before you make a 
rash statement or a move that 
could box you in. Know your 

boundaries, the facts and your 
legal rights before you join in 
someone else’s battle.  
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Spend more time preparing 
and getting things done. The 
less time you engage in con-
versations, the easier it will be 
to avoid being blamed or criti-
cized for leaked information. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Use your insight and know-
how to help others. A change 
you make will improve a legal 
or financial matter. Refrain 
from making unnecessary pur-
chases. Stretch your dollars. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- An unfamiliar environment 
wil l  broaden your outlook 
regarding educational pursuits 
or your family history. A pro-
posal, gift or settlement will 
improve your life. Romance is 
emphasized.
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- It’s up to you to bring about 
change. Don’t wait for some-
one else to do the work. Look 
at your options, find out what 
you need to know and initiate 
your plan.
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
An emotional matter will be 
difficult to control. Go directly 

to the source of the informa-
tion you are given if something 
doesn’t seem right. Don’t pay 
for anything you don’t want or 
need. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Evaluate a proposal and 
consider how to use what you 
and the person making it have 
to offer. An innovative plan will 
pay off if you split the work 
and cost. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Cer tain improvements will 
require you to do a little work. 
Physical fitness and a healthy 
lifestyle are in your best inter-
est. Don’t let temptation lead 
you down the wrong path.  
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Get out more and spend time 
with people who offer insight, 
knowledge and a different 
point of view. A function or 
event will lead to a good con-
nection. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Taking a business tr ip or 
checking out a potential offer, 
school or new direction will 
make you feel better about the 
future. Personal gains, family 
ties and romance are favored.
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A TOUGH TECHNIQUE TO 
EXECUTE

Natalie Clifford Barney, a 
playwright, poet and novelist 
who lived as an expatriate in 
Par i s ,  wrote ,  “Why grab 
possessions like thieves, or 
divide them like socialists, 
when you can ignore them like 
wise men?”

Why follow bridge defense 
adages like automatons, or 
ignore them like ostriches, 
when you can analyze them on a 
deal-by-deal basis like an expert?

In today’s deal, how should East 
defend against 3 no-trump after 
his partner leads the spade 9?

When East intervened with 
two spades, South was tempted 
to double for penalty. That 
double ought to be for penalty 
because a pass by South should 
be forcing, even in Standard 
American. Why? North’s 2-club 
response promised a rebid, and 
as a consequence the auction was 

forcing at least to 2 no-trump. 
Against best defense, 2 spades 
doubled goes down only one. 
Not good if North-South can 
make game, but fine if they 
cannot.

Well, what happens to South 
in three no-trump?

The spotlight is immediately 
on East. If he puts up the spade 
queen (third hand high, partner), 
declarer ducks (plays the spade 
seven) and the contract makes. 
But if East plays the 10 (or 
eight), the contract dies. Declarer 
must win with the jack and 
play a club. West takes the first 
club trick & returns his second 
spade, setting up East’s suit 
while he, East, still has the club 
ace as an entry.

When wishing to establish a 
suit in which the opponents 
have 2 tricks, try to make them 
use up one of those stoppers as 
quickly as possible. The first 
round isn’t too early.

Bridge


