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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2019
  Take a few moments to 
reflect. Timing is everything, 
and you must be a step ahead 
of what’s trending. Don’t dis-
card your ideas and plans; 
elaborate on them and wait 
until the time is right to unveil 
them. You have plenty to gain 
this year if you are patient, 
thorough and practical. Fewer 
m i s takes  mean  g rea te r 
rewards. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Don’t lose sight of your 
goals or give up on something 
or someone you care about. 
Relationship dynamics can be 
confusing, but with a little faith 
and encouragement, you’ll get 
good results. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Go over details carefully 
and put your mind at ease. 
The more you do, the easier it 
will be for you. Your ideas will 
be unique and your instincts 
on target.
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- You’ll pick up informa-

tion that will prompt you to 
head in a new and exciting 
direction. Someone will show 
an interest in you and in what 
you are doing.
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- You will be interested in an 
unexpected offer. Money can 
be made, but it will require a 
lifestyle adjustment. Follow 
the path that feels most com-
fortable.
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- Do whatever you can to 
form alliances with people try-
ing to make similar improve-
ments. Travel, group discus-
sions and new partnerships 
will lead to a better future.
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- Take note of what a chal-
lenger is doing, and continue 
doing your own thing. If you 
lose sight of your goal, it will 
be tricky to get back on track. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
If you socialize, it will enrich 
your life. Take part in activities 
that will make you think and 
that will test your endurance. 
Your creative ideas will be 
wor th developing at some 
length.
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Figure out a way to make 

your surroundings more com-
fortable and inviting for friends 
and family. Once you make an 
adjustment, it will ease your 
stress. Romance is encour-
aged.
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- You 
will attract attention if you par-
ticipate in community events. 
A day trip will give you a new 
perspective on your future.
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Refuse to let pettiness bother 
you. If you focus on taking 
care of your responsibilities, 
the people around you will 
respect you for your efforts. 
Romance is on the rise.
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Take advantage of everything 
that comes your way. Let your 
ideas be known, and focus on 
getting what you want. Don’t 
live in the past or dwell on 
regrets.
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- When in doubt, go directly 
to the source. Getting valid 
information will help you pre-
vent delays. Protect yourself 
from someone who wants to 
lead you astray. Romance is 
encouraged.
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TODAY’S MILESTONE IS NINE 
THOUSAND

This column is my 9,000th! 
My first byline appeared on 
April 1, 1991. When I told my 
editor, he asked if I was prepared 
to write another 9,000. I replied 
that I would be happy to do so, 
except that it would require my 
living until almost 99 years of 
age.

It is possible that my wife 
and I set a new world record on 
October 25. We played bridge 
against two Bridge Base Online 
robots, mostly at 41,000 feet, 
though to try to avoid some 
turbulence, briefly we went up to 
43,000. Here is one of those deals.

Sitting South, I wondered 
about opening four hearts, but 
decided that could cost us a 
slam. After it went one heart, 
pass, pass, I felt uncomfortable. 
But when East didn’t pass (he 
might have, being so short in 
the majors), I leapt to 4 hearts.

Since the robots do not like 
leading from any suit headed 
by an unsupported king, West 
chose a trump. What did I do?

If West had the club ace, I 
needed two spade tricks; but if 
East had that card, I would 
require three spade winners. 
What is the recommended way 
to play that suit?

I drew trumps and led a club 
to the king. East won, cashed 
the diamond ace and played 
another diamond, which I 
ruffed.

In isolation, the best play in 
spades is low to the 10. If that 
loses to the jack, then play low 
to the nine next. Luckily, I did 
not have the entries for that. I 
cashed the spade ace and led 
another spade. Now West made 
a really bad play, winning with 
the king. When East followed 
with the jack, I could claim.

Maybe the thin air had affected 
West’s CPU.
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