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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2020
  Understanding what’s best for 
you and how to go about get-
ting it will be second nature if 
you use your intuition. The 
changes you bring about will 
position you for a better future 
and encourage you to make 
your happiness a priority. A 
positive change is within reach. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- You’ll meet interesting peo-
ple if you participate in unusual 
events. Helping out will lead to 
an opportunity and a positive 
lifestyle change. Make a move 
and don’t look back. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Discuss your goals with some-
one you trust. Leave room to 
backtrack if necessary. Refrain 
from taking on too much and 
avoid excessive behavior or 
overspending.
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
Getting along with others will 
make life easier. If you listen to 
other people’s opinions and 
check out different cultures, 
you’ll come up with a lifestyle 

that suits your needs. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Spend more time fixing what’s 
gone wrong and less time 
revealing personal information. 
Don’t trust anyone else to take 
care of your affairs. Someone 
will let you down and cost you 
financially.
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Stick to basics, be moderate 
and use your imagination and 
creativity to come up with a 
plan that will help you achieve 
whatever you set out to do. 
Don’t mix business with plea-
sure.
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Keep your promises and avoid 
hurting your reputation. Take 
time to relax with someone 
you care about, discuss expec-
tations and map out a plan that 
you can work toward together. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Travel, learning and social 
activity will be enlightening. 
You will be able to express 
yourself with finesse, adding to 
your popularity and drumming 
up suppor t to reach your 
objective. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Property investments or home-
improvement projects will need 

careful monitoring. Going over-
budget will cause stress and 
could lead to a disagreement 
and major delays.  
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- You’ll crave change. Think 
creatively to come up with a 
plan that will excite you. Join 
forces with someone as cre-
ative as you are to maximize 
your potential. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Don’t believe everything 
you hear. Be careful who you 
trust, how much you spend 
and what you offer to do for 
others. Tackle self-improve-
ment projects instead of trying 
to change someone else. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Step out on a limb and 
try something new. You’ll dis-
cover a skill you didn’t know 
you had. Expand your inter-
ests, friendships and horizons, 
but don’t overspend in the pro-
cess. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Before you get involved in 
someone else’s plan, consider 
what’s best for you. Invest in 
what you have to offer and 
don’t feel guilty. Be kind to 
yourself.
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BRIDGE IS STILL NO PASSING 
FANCY

The death knell of bridge has 
been sounded several times. 
When the game was f irst 
invented, many claimed it 
would be a quickly passing 
fancy. Nowadays, with fewer 
young players coming into the 
game, some are saying that 
bridge in the United States will 
die with the elderly in 20 years 
or so. Let’s hope not. If only 
bridge were being taught in 
h igh schools ,  the  game’s 
longevity would be assured.

We have heard about passing 
in the auction. But what about 
passing in the play? If you 
thought that was impossible, 
look at today’s deal.

The contract was four spades. 
West led the heart jack: three, 
ace, queen. Back came the heart 
six to declarer ’s king. South 
cashed the spade ace-king, 
receiving a shock when West 

discarded a low diamond on 
the second round. Suddenly 
South was faced with 4 losers: 2 
spades, 1 heart & 1 diamond. 
However, he didn’t throw in 
the towel. He realized he might 
win 10 tricks after all.

Declarer played a club to 
dummy’s king & ruffed a heart 
in hand. Then he led a club to 
dummy’s ace and ruffed a club. 
Next he cashed the diamond 
ace before playing a diamond 
to dummy’s king. That gave 
declarer nine tricks. He could 
lead dummy’s last heart or club 
& leave East with no answer. If 
he didn’t ruff in, South would 
ruff for his 10th trick; whereas 
if East did ruff in, South would 
discard his diamond loser and 
be assured of one more trump 
t r i ck  wi th  h is  remain ing 
doubleton six-four.

This play, which generated 
an extra trump trick, is called a 
coup en passant.
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