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QUIET, OTTO! FORGET ABOUT YOUR
LITTLE POODLEOR YOUR BURIED BONES.
T/'M NOT LETTINGYOU OUT
AT THIS HOUR
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"YOU'RE RIGHT, LEROY... [ SHOULD HAVE INVITED
YOU TO YOUR BIRTHDAY PARTY."
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2020
Do all the things you love to
do. Travel will entice you, and

%ﬂ & your thirst for knowledge will
e

draw you into situations that
will help you figure out what
you want to do next. If you
expand your friendships to
include people who offer
something unique, you'll enrich
your life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
-- Keep a low profile, do a
good job and don’t make any
rash decisions or changes.
Accomplishing what you set
out to do and living up to your
expectations should occupy
your time.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)
-- You may crave adventure,
but caution should not be cast
aside. If you think before you
act, you will have the best of
everything at your fingertips.
Romance is on the rise.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) --
Moderation and simplicity are
required. Emotions will flare up
quickly, leaving you in an awk-

ward position. Keep busy,
focus on fitness and health,
and avoid getting into a
debate.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) --
Make interesting plans that will
promote fun, romance and
adventure. How you display
who you are and what you
have to offer will determine
whom you attract and what
transpires.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) --
Double-check information.
Deception or false data is likely
if you are too accepting. Ques-
tion whatever seems sketchy.
It's up to you to protect your
interests and reputation.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
-- Dig in and get your responsi-
bilities done on time. Make
plans that will please a loved
one. Romance is in the stars
and will encourage a better
relationship.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Take
better care of your physical
and emotional well-being.
Don’t change what’s working
fine; instead, focus on adjust-
ing what is no longer to your
benefit. Protect your interests.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) --
You will enhance your reputa-

tion if you are willing to go the
extra mile at work and home.
What you do for others will
make a lasting impression and
leave you feeling good.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) --
Emotions will surface if you try
to tackle sensitive issues. A
misunderstanding will leave
you in a vulnerable position.
Keep your life simple and prac-
tice moderation and precision.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
-- Trust what you see and hear
firsthand. Express your
thoughts and opinions careful-
ly. Offer love, romance and
kindness to individuals who
share your life, space and
point of view.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec.
21) -- Joint ventures will fall
short of your expectations.
Pour your energy into some-
thing constructive that will ben-
efit you personally, physically
or financially. Avoid anger and
physical confrontations.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) -- If you share with a loved
one, you will be able to make
plans and map out a sound
strategy. A creative venue will
prove entertaining and enlight-
ening.
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Dealer: South
Vulnerable: Both

South ~ West North East
2NT Pass 3NT  All Pass

Opening lead: ¥ Q

WATCH OUT FOR UNUSUAL
FINESSES
Bruce Dickinson, who is best
known as the lead singer for the
heavy metal band Iron Maiden,
said, “One of my earliest
ventures was when I was 9
years old. I realized there was a
shortage of pencils at school, so
I started Rent-a-Pencil. But I
made a fundamental mistake.
Everybody stole m Eiencils.”
Declarer shouldya ways try
not to have any of his tricks
stolen by the defenders. In
today’s deal, how should South
lay in three no-trump after
est leads the heart queen?
South’s opening bid is close.
But these days, most players,
liking the fu?i complement of
aces, would open 2 no-trump.
If you are going to make this
upgrade, make sure that your
hand contains at least 3aces
and 1 king or 2 aces & 3 kings.
Declarer starts with five

top tricks outside of clubs (2
spades, 2 hearts & 1 diamond),
so needs four winners from the
lowest-ranking suit. But how
should he proceed?

If clubs are 2-2 or 3-1,
everything sensible works. But
what if they are 4-0?

If West has four, cashing the
club ace first is fine. But that is
not the case when East has all
of them.

South must realize that this
is not a finessing position.
Instead, he should win trick
one (don’t risk a diamond shift)
and lead a low club toward the
board.

When West discards, declarer
plays dummy’s jack. East takes
the'trick and returns a heart (or
the diamond king). South
wins, plays a spade to the king,
returns a club to his nine, cashes
the club ace, runs the suit and
pencils plus 600 into his
scorecard.



