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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020
  Times are changing, and you 
must think about changing with 
them. Stay in the loop and 
make yourself available for 
meetings, decisions and gen-
eral strategizing. Don’t wait for 
things to happen; take charge. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Use the element of surprise 
when launching your plans, 
and you’ll have a more signifi-
cant impact on the people you 
are trying to impress or per-
suade to join your cause. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Control will be required if you 
want  to  get  th ings done. 
Refuse to let anyone back you 
into a corner or dump respon-
sibilities that don’t belong to 
you in your lap. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
A new idea, plan or hobby will 
encourage you to change your 
routine. Be open to sugges-
tions and willing to collaborate 
and make personal improve-
ments that boost your confi-
dence. 

  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Try something new because 
i t ’s  w h a t  yo u  wa n t ,  n o t 
because someone else is 
pressuring you to do so. You’ll 
make a bad choice if you act 
on an assumption. Listen and 
observe.
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Focus on friendship, family 
and the things you enjoy doing 
most. Use your creative tal-
ents. Stick to the truth when it 
comes to expressing your feel-
ings. Don’t mislead someone.  
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
When in doubt, sit tight. Time 
is on your side. A snap deci-
sion will cause more confusion 
and uncertainty. Rethink your 
strategy and make a personal 
adjustment.  
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
You’ll have an eye-opening 
experience. A change of heart 
will help you make a clear-cut 
decision that will improve your 
life. Don’t worry about what 
might happen. Do something 
that lowers your stress. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Acceptance is in your best 
interest. Once you know where 
you stand, you will be able to 
make headway. Short trips, 

business meetings and confer-
ences will be entertaining and 
informative.
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- If you share your thoughts 
and see who is interested in 
the same things you are, you 
will be able to bring about a 
positive change. Romance is in 
the stars. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Flush out any problems 
before you present what you 
want to pursue. If you underes-
timate the extent of a job, you 
will face criticism. Someone 
you least expect will lead you 
astray. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Take control and follow 
your heart. A personal change 
wil l  give you an excellent 
opportunity to explore new ter-
ritory. Share your feelings with 
a loved one. Romance is fea-
tured. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- You may crave adventure 
and greater diversity in your 
life, but first you have to take 
care of business and make 
sure everything is stable and 
secure. Be prepared to com-
mit.

Astrograph
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SECOND HAND LOW OR 
HIGH ON DEFENSE?

Several decades ago, Tom 
Lehrer wrote many amusing 
songs. During one of his shows 
he commented, “It is sobering 
to consider that when Mozart 
was my age he had already 
been dead for a year.” Maybe 
Lehrer found this harder to 
bear than anyone realized, for 
almost as quickly as he came 
into showbiz, he returned to 
the world of mathematics.

If Lehrer had been an ardent 
bridge player, he would have 
known when to play high & when 
to play low. Another person 
who knows the difference is 
Frenchman Claude Vigneron. 
This deal occurred during an 
interclub match in the Marne 
Valley.

West’s bid of two no-trump 
showed at least 5-5 in hearts & 
clubs. It is surprising that East 
didn’t sacrifice in five hearts. 

Perhaps she was hoping to 
receive a couple of club ruffs to 
defeat four spades.

Vigneron led the club king. 
Declarer won with the ace and 
played a low trump. His plan was 
to duck this to East, win the return 
(East was known to have started 
with a singleton club), cash the 
spade ace & play on diamonds. 
He would have lost just three 
tricks: 2 spades & either a heart 
or a club at the end.

However, Vigneron threw a 
tuning-fork into the works: He 
put up the spade king.

If declarer had ducked, West 
would have cashed two club 
tricks. So dummy’s spade ace 
was played. Declarer continued 
with a low spade from the 
dummy, but now East won with 
the 10 & cashed the queen. This 
left dummy with just one trump 
& declarer with only 9 tricks.

Sack the songwriter who wrote 
the lyric “second hand low.”

Bridge


