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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020
  People and pastimes that 
have something unique to offer 
will grab your attention. Posi-
tive change will be your objec-
tive. If you stick to a routine, 
success will follow. Embrace 
life, love and happiness and 
use your intuition to choose 
what will bring out the best in 
you.
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Challenge yourself physical-
ly and question your current 
lifestyle. Aim for a healthier 
and more practical way to take 
care of yourself and whatever 
is essential to you. Romance is 
in the stars. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Proceed with caution. Minor 
accidents will occur if you 
aren’t mindful of what’s going 
on around you. Arguments will 
erupt if you aren’t willing to 
compromise. Look for solu-
tions.
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Make travel plans. Whether a 
proposed trip is a spiritual, 

educational or physical jour-
ney, it will be a learning experi-
ence that will improve your life. 
Love is encouraged.
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
You’ll have to be realistic if you 
want to accomplish your goals. 
Look at your current surround-
ings and consider the adjust-
ments required to make your 
life better. A partnership looks 
promising.
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Look at what’s in front of you 
and consider what’s required 
for you to take advantage of an 
unfolding situation. Under-
handedness is evident. Don’t 
overreact or do something 
you’ll regret.
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Get involved in activities that 
help others or will bring you in 
contact with people from your 
past. A promise will come to 
fruition.
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Keep your money tucked away 
someplace safe. Your generos-
ity may bring joy to others, but, 
in the end, it will leave you 
stressed out and in debt. You 
cannot buy love.
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Aggressive behavior will make 

matters worse. If you don’t like 
what’s happening, find a solu-
tion that will counter the prob-
lem. Use your intelligence and 
intuition to guide you.
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Give your time, not your cash, 
when dealing with char ity 
events. What you have to offer 
will be appreciated. The people 
you meet will enrich your life.
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- New romantic opportunities 
may cause uncertainty due to 
the sudden and unpredictable 
changes that occur. Look for 
the positive in everything and 
everyone, and you’ll come out 
on top.
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Get involved in social 
functions, educational pursuits 
or travel, and you’ll get a differ-
ent perspective on the way 
others operate. Be diplomatic, 
but don’t  let  anyone take 
advantage of you.
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Keep an open mind and 
a closed wallet. Don’t pay oth-
ers’ way. Offer suggestions, but 
get physical ly involved. A 
change should be to your 
advantage, not for someone 
else’s benefit.
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TRYING TO CLEAR THE 
FOURTH CONFUSION

Gail Godwin, a novelist & 
short-story writer, said, “Good 
teaching is one-fourth preparation 
and three-fourths theater.”

Humor in classes is excellent, 
but it shouldn’t totally distract 
your audience. So, let’s look at 
the North hand. South opens 1 
club, North responds 1 diamond, 
& South rebids 1 spade. What 
should North do now?

He seems to have no good 
bid. He cannot support clubs 
with only 3, or rebid diamonds 
with only 5, or raise spades 
with only a doubleton, or bid 
no-trump with no heart stopper. 
What does he do?

Here’s where fourth-suit 
game-forcing rides to the rescue. 
North rebids two hearts, which 
says that he has an opening bid 
too, and asks partner for more 
information about his hand. His 
No. 1 priority is to bid no-trump 

if he has a stopper in the fourth 
suit.

Here, South does have a good 
heart holding, so he continues 
with two no-trump. (Note that 
there is no need to jump to 
three no-trump, because the 
auction is game-forcing.)

After North raises to game, 
West leads the heart five: two, 
nine, jack. How should South 
continue?

Declarer has eight top tricks, 
including the heart trick just 
won. So, one more trick is 
needed. That is easily available 
in clubs, but South must make 
sure that East doesn’t get on 
play to push a heart through. 
Declarer should lead a club to 
dummy’s ace, then run the jack 
through East. Here, at least one 
overtrick results, and a second 
is available by cashing winners 
and endplaying West with the 
fourth spade.
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