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THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2019
  Think about where you are 
headed and what would make 
you happy. Consider your con-
nections, overhead and the 
changes you want to see hap-
pen. Look for solutions that will 
ease stress and free up time 
for you to focus on the things 
and people that bring you joy. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- A 
snap decision made while 
under emotional pressure will 
cause anxiety. If you aren’t 
sure about something or 
someone, trust your instincts 
and take a step back. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Live and learn. The experi-
ence and knowledge you 
receive interacting with people 
who have something to offer 
will be enlightening. A change 
is favored and romance is 
encouraged. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Be smart and take care of 
business on time. If you do 
your best, it won’t matter if you 
can’t please others. It’s how 

you feel about what you do 
that counts. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Take the plunge and make a 
change you’ve been consider-
ing for some time. Follow your 
creative instincts and turn your 
dream into reality. Romance 
will enhance your life. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Explore your options, 
test your knowledge and com-
municate with people who can 
offer insight into the dos and 
don’ts that will make your jour-
ney stress-free. Implement a 
healthier lifestyle. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Home improvements will 
enhance your relationship with 
a loved one. Do as much of 
the work yourself as you can 
to save a bundle. A commit-
ment will add to your security. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Refuse to let emotional 
instability take the reins. If you 
are uncertain, ask questions. If 
you feel left out, say so. If you 
want  something,  make a 
request. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Don’t be fooled by the hype. 
If something sounds too good 
to be true, take the time to do 

some thorough research. Posi-
tive change is the result of 
hard work, discipline and prac-
ticality. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- Take a moment to go over 
all the little details that could 
pose a problem if they’re not 
implemented properly. Trust 
the facts, not what others try 
to lead you to believe. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- Slow down and enjoy the 
moment. You have plenty to 
look forward to, so relax and 
lower your stress for now. 
Refuse to let anyone rile you 
up emotionally. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
You’ll have a choice to make, 
but first consider the validity or 
source of the information you 
have been given. Keep your 
life simple and frugal, and sur-
round yourself with trustworthy 
people. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- If you make a change, you’ll 
make a difference. How you 
use your knowledge, experi-
ence and skills to help others 
will influence the way you are 
viewed. Earn respect and gain 
popularity.

Astrograph

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

THE LOCKHORNS by Bill Hoest

EACH SIDE CAN MAKE NICE 
PLAYS

Who said, “Everyone wants 
to be Cary Grant. Even I want 
to be Cary Grant”?

In today’s deal, what do you 
think of the auction? How 
should the play proceed in 
three no-trump after West leads 
the diamond five?

The first round of the auction 
is fine. But North should not 
rebid a nonforcing one spade. 
He should either jump to two 
spades, which guarantees at 
least four spades & five clubs, 
or two no-trump, according to 
choice. (I slightly prefer two 
no-trump.)

It is sensible for West to lead 
the unbid suit, & he selects the 
five because the 10 is technically 
an honor-card (although I tend 
not to count it as such after 
trick one).

South starts with only four 
top tricks: two diamonds and 

two clubs. He can get at least 
two more winners from spades 
and two or three more from 
clubs. The best line is to take 
the first trick with the diamond 
king and immediately play a 
club to the 10. If that finesse 
loses, the contract was probably 
always failing. Here, though, the 
finesse wins. Declarer continues 
with a spade to his king. If that 
wins, he takes a second club 
finesse. In this layout, though, 
West takes the trick and leads 
another diamond. However, 
when the club queen drops, 
South makes an overtrick.

At the table, declarer played 
a club to the king at trick two, 
followed by a spade to the king. 
Now West won with his ace 
and carefully led the diamond 
10 to unblock the suit. South 
went down two.

The initial observation was 
made by ... Cary Grant!
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