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  Look at the bright side of life. 
Embrace accepting people 
who are ready to venture into 
unfamiliar territory with you. 
You can make a difference if 
you use your sense of what’s 
right. Positive thoughts will 
bring remarkable results. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Get out and mingle with 
people who make you smile. 
Don’t waste time on those 
who can see only the negative 
and always criticize. Make 
romance and socializing pri-
orities. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- You 
may want to rethink your 
plans. Make adjustments that 
will offset what someone else 
has decided to do. Depend on 
only yourself  i f  you want 
things to run smoothly. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Precision and detail will be 
required when dealing with 
home and family issues. Make 
sure your personal documents 
are up-to-date. A change of 

scenery will lift your spirits. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Don’t let a negative individual 
bring you down. Surround 
yourself with people who 
enjoy the same things you do. 
If someone complains, sug-
gest they join you. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Taking a day trip or attend-
ing a reunion will be enlight-
ening. Sharing the experience 
with a loved one will lead to 
positive changes. Romance is 
encouraged. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- You can enthusiastically 
talk about what you want to 
do without actually going 
overboard or overspending. 
With a practical plan in place 
and an enthusiastic attitude, 
much can be accomplished. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) --  L isten to common 
sense, not some harebrained 
idea that someone is trying to 
sell you. A change should be 
made because it is beneficial, 
not because you want to 
impress someone. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- Do something because 
it’s what’s best for you. Don’t 
alter your plans if someone 

decides to pul l  out  af ter 
agreeing to participate. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Easy does it when you are 
tinkering with someone’s emo-
tions. Getting along with your 
peers will be in your best 
interest if you want to avoid 
being left out. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- An opportunity may not turn 
out as planned. Make sure 
you have your facts r ight 
before you ask others to get 
involved. A change of plans 
will affect you physically. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- As long as you are consis-
tent, you can avoid controver-
sy. Kindness and understand-
ing will help ease any stress 
between you and someone 
you care about. Romance is 
recommended.
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Try to avoid getting caught in 
someone else’s plan, or you’ll 
end up taking care of respon-
sibilities that will eat into the 
time you should be spending 
taking care of your own affairs.
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TWO IMPORTANT RULES FOR 
AN UPPERCUT

At the former Computer 
Museum in Boston, they sold a 
button claiming: “Usenet isn’t a 
right. It is a right, a left, and a 
swift uppercut to the jaw.”

An uppercut in bridge tries 
to knock out declarer. But there 
are 2 important things to keep 
in mind when you are planning 
one. They are highlighted by 
this deal.

How should the defense go 
against four spades? West cashes 
two top hearts, learning that 
East started with a doubleton. 
What next?

North’s three-heart cue-bid 
showed at least three-card spade 
support and game-invitational 
values or more -- the so-called 
cue-bid raise. (In contrast, if 
North had jumped to three 
spades, that would have been 
pre-emptive, a weak hand with 
four-card support.) 

West can see three defensive 
tricks: two hearts and one club. 
Since declarer surely has the 
diamond ace and king for his 
opening bid, the defense’s only 
chance for a fourth trick lies in 
the trump suit. However, if 
West leads another heart now, 
and East ruffs it, declarer will 
not overruff. Instead, he will 
discard his solitary club, a text-
book loser-on-loser play.

Before going for an uppercut, 
take all of your side-suit tricks. 
So, West must cash the club ace 
at trick three.

Then, when wanting partner 
to ruff for an uppercut, lead 
a loser, not a winner. West 
continues with a low heart. (If 
you lead a winner, you tell 
partner not to ruff.)

Here, when East ruffs with 
his spade 10 at trick four, it 
uppercuts declarer ’s ace and 
promotes a trump trick for 
West. “... and out!”

Bridge


