
FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE®  by Lynn Johnston

THE BORN LOSER by Art Sampson

GRIZZWELLS by Bill Schorr

PEANUTS by Charles M. Schulz

BEETLE BAILEY®  by Mort Walker

BLONDIE®  by Dean Young

ALLEY OOP®  by Dave Graue and Jack Bender

FRANK AND ERNEST®  by Bob Thaves

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE® by Dik Browne

GARFIELD®  by Jim Davis

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2019
  Examples from the past will 
help you make better choices 
moving forward. Consider what 
and who you want to keep in 
your life and what you are 
ready to discard. Taking a real-
istic approach and sticking with 
suppor tive people who are 
heading in the same direction 
as you will help you become 
successful. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- A social event shouldn’t be 
lavish, indulgent or risky. A 
reserved and intellectual atti-
tude will get you further ahead. 
You can have fun without being 
impulsive and excessive.  
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Put a strategy in place 
and proceed. What you accom-
plish will depend on how pre-
pared you are to launch your 
plans. Self- and home improve-
ment should be your priorities. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- An unusual connection 
can be made that will spark 
your imagination and help 
guide you down a path that will 

bring about positive change. 
Choose kindness over anger. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Get together with people 
who motivate you to make bet-
ter choices. Financial matters 
can be resolved if you lower 
your overhead. Do what’s best 
for you, not what someone else 
decides you should do. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Put more time and effort into 
helping others, but not at the 
expense of your health and 
well-being. Resisting tempta-
tion will be required if you want 
to maintain balance and integ-
rity. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Check out the possibilities 
before you decide to take a 
chance on someone or some-
thing. Spend money wisely and 
offer only what’s necessary to 
someone seeking help. Chan-
nel your energy into physical 
activity.
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
It’s OK to change your mind, 
but don’t leave things unfin-
ished. If you decide to move 
on, make it clear that’s what 
you are doing. Don’t leave oth-
ers hanging.  
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Consider what you can do to 

make your community, home or 
partnerships better. A compas-
sionate, honest dialogue will 
help you persuade others to 
see things your way. Romance 
is encouraged. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Intell igence, desire and 
imagination will help you stabi-
lize your life and relationships. 
Associate with people who 
encourage positive change. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Socialize and participate in 
events that keep you moving, 
mingling and motivated. A chal-
lenge will help you be a confi-
dent, healthy contributor. Pitch 
in and make a difference.  
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- If 
you distance yourself from a 
personal situation, you will gain 
insight into how best to handle 
matters. Don’t give in to temp-
tation or manipulative people. 
Do what’s right. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Put  your energy where i t 
counts most. Deal with emo-
tional issues through conversa-
tion, not demands. Kindness 
will get you further than pres-
sure tactics. Romance is in the 
stars, and personal improve-
ments can be made.
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CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

THE LOCKHORNS by Bill Hoest

FOR AN UNUSUAL PLAY, 
FIND AN UNUSUAL PLAY

Eva Green, a French actress 
and model, said, “It’s true that 
I’m drawn to unusual stories. 
Normal roles don’t  really 
attract me.”

There is a chance for an 
unusual play in today’s deal. 
What happens in four hearts 
after West leads the diamond 
ace?

The auction was straightforward. 
When North raised one heart to 
two hearts, showing 12-14 
support points (high-card plus 
shor t - su i t  po ints ) ,  South 
jumped to game, expecting to 
have an easy time.

West starts with his three top 
diamonds. What should East 
do on the third?

East should assume that his 
partner’s third diamond honor 
is cashing. If West had started 
with A-K-Q-J-x-x of diamonds, 
surely he would have intervened 

over 1 heart. Then East should 
realize that if West leads another 
diamond at trick four, it will 
promote the heart king as the 
setting trick. But how can 
he transmit that message to 
partner?

When you need partner to 
find an unusual play, make an 
unusual play yourself. What is 
the weirdest discard you could 
make at trick three?

Right -- the club queen.
If partner thinks that is a 

singleton and leads a club, 
expecting you to ruff, you are 
justif ied in wailing l ike a 
banshee.

Finally, note that if West 
plays anything other than a 
diamond at trick four, declarer 
should work out the trump 
position because West passed 
as dealer. With those five shiny 
diamonds and the heart king, 
West would have opened the 
bidding.
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