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  Financial gain is within reach. 
Be aware of hangers-on look-
ing for a handout. Pick your 
associates carefully and avoid 
get-rich-quick schemes. Your 
popularity will grow if you are a 
straight shooter. Handle emo-
tional situations with intelli-
gence and common sense. 
Steer clear of organizations 
trying to control your life.  
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- The less running around you 
do and the more time you put 
into getting things done, the 
better off you’ll be. Take better 
care of money matters.  
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Look to friends for advice. A 
personal change will give you 
the confidence to step outside 
your comfor t zone and try 
something new. Keep pass-
words and private matters well-
hidden. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- 
Concentrate on professional 
gains. Do whatever it takes to 
raise your profile or update 
your qualifications. An opportu-

nity to earn more money could 
develop. Make a positive life-
style change.
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Don’t make unrealistic promis-
es. If you are misleading, you 
will be held accountable. Make 
personal improvement, fitness 
and better health your priori-
ties. Problems will arise while 
t rave l ing  or  dea l ing  w i th 
bureaucracy.  
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Change may cause uncer-
tainty, but, in the end, you will 
benefit from what transpires. 
An open mind wil l  lead to 
knowledge that will help you 
take advantage of an opportu-
nity.  
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Don’t take anything or anyone 
for granted. An unpredictable 
situation will leave you ques-
tioning where you stand and 
what’s going to happen next. 
Observe how others respond 
before you take action.  
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Be part of the solution, not part 
of the problem. Stand up for 
what you believe is right and 
make your voice heard. You 
can and will make a difference. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Charm wil l  be your secret 

weapon. If you listen attentive-
ly, you’ll find out information 
that will help you navigate a 
tight situation. Leave nothing to 
chance. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Be the best you can be. 
Engage in exercise or in any 
other activity that will make you 
feel stronger, better and ready 
to conquer whatever comes 
your way. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Treat domestic matters 
carefully. A mistake will be 
emotionally and financially 
costly. Consider your options 
and search for a realistic com-
promise. Focus on accumulat-
ing cash -- not on spending it.
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- If you consider what the 
people around you want, it will 
be easier to persuade them to 
see things your way. You’ll prof-
it from someone else’s reluc-
tance to recognize a decent 
offer. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- If you make a positive life-
style change, it will put your 
mind at ease. Face facts and 
strive to incorporate things into 
your life that will result in better 
health.
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THE LOCKHORNS by Bill Hoest

SUCCESS ISN’T ALWAYS 
AMAZING

A.N. Onymous quipped, 
“Behind every successful man 
there stands an amazed woman.” 
But sometimes success isn’t 
such a surprise: It is etched in 
stone -- as in today’s deal.

North shot his partner into 6 
hearts. When the dummy came 
down, South saw that they might 
have missed seven. But he had 
been taught when balancing 
precariously on his grandmother’s 
knee to concentrate on the actual 
contract.

After winning trick one with 
dummy’s club ace, declarer 
drew 2 rounds of trumps. He 
continued with a diamond to 
dummy’s king & a club ruff. Next 
came a diamond to dummy’s 
ace & a diamond ruff. If the suit 
had broken 3-3, South would 
have claimed all 13 tricks. But 
West discarded a club.

South wasn’t displeased, 

though. It gave him a chance 
for a pretty play. He led a low 
spade & finessed dummy’s 9. 
East won with the jack, but had 
no winning riposte. If he returned 
a club, it would have conceded a 
ruff-and-sluff, allowing declarer 
to discard his spade loser. If East 
played back a spade, it would have 
been into dummy’s ace-queen 
tenace. So East tried the diamond 
jack. But South ruffed, played a 
spade to dummy’s ace and 
threw his last spade on the 
established diamond seven.

Note that West couldn’t help 
by inserting the spade 10. 
Dummy’s queen would be 
played, and the ace-nine would 
remain as a tenace around 
East’s jack.

The contract is defeated by a 
spade lead and a club switch, 
but that is impossible to find.

Any time you see an A-Q-9 
o r  A - Q - 1 0  c o m b i n a t i o n , 
consider an endplay.
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